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ful Dean's NARRATIVE, relating to 
his ſuffering Shipwreck, a wonder 


ſervation, in the Year 171 e 
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Much eſteemed Friends, and dearly. beloved | 
An the Lord: _ „ : 
== =) Years ane meh, : 
run out, fince you "a 


me to labour in the Word _ 
and Doctrine among, you tz, | 
An Imployment, I truft, as delightfu 
to me, as, through the abundant Go 
neſs. of G „ It has been. made, 
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1 have ſometimes been thrown into 
8 q Degree of Confuſion, to think I 
| ſhould be prevailed with, ſo young 
and unexperienced, to accept the pa- 
 Roral Charge; a Charge fo weighty 


and important. Under God, 1 am 


much indebted to you icherts in the : 
Diſcharge of it ; who have been rea- 
dy, upon every Occafion, to aſhſt me 


with your Prayers and Advice, and, 


with the utmoſt Gratitude, to your 
Honour 1 mention it, you have al. 


ways treated me with the greateſt 


Tenderneſs, mene and Gene- 
7 55 


When I think of you 1 2s n my ns 


how awful the Reflection 1 Wh 16 
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3 * 0 pas ? God is my 


Witneſs, that my Heart's Deſire and 
Prayer to him is, to obtain Mercy, 


to be faithful in every Part of my 
Work, watching over you with all 
Koevming Care and Concern, as one 


who is to give an Account. And as 
the miniſterial Furniture is the Gift 


of God, and all Succeſs. depends on 
his Blefing. I promiſe my ſelf you 


will not be wanting, in fecret, in 
the Family, as well as in the Chun 
to ſend 'up your Cries to Heaven, 
that he who gives Bread to the Eater, 
and Seed to the Sower, would con- 


tinually direct to 0 Portions of | a 
| Scripture as may ſuit your Caſe, and, 


under a divine Agency, be made as 
uſeful as ſeaſonable. 
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Sad has ſaid many great and glo- 
rious Things concerning his Sion: 
The Church is his Temple, where 


tte ſpiritual Sacrifices of Praiſe and 


Thankſgiving are offer d up unto 
him in the Mediator's Name: He will 
dwell in the Midſt of her, as her Glo- 
ry and Defence ; nor ſhall the Gates of 
Hell prevail wy ber, And as this 
is true of Sion in general, ſo the leaſt. 
Hill in that Mountain of God, is un- 
der his Care and Patronage; to eve- 
ry one of theſe, the Promiſe runs, as 
well as to BY miniſtring Servaiits; 
Ls, 1 am with you always, even to the | 
| End of the World; and every Thing 
is Le in that Engagement; for 
his Preſence is the Glory of worſhip- - 


5 Matt. | xxviii. 20. 


ping 


ping Aﬀemblies, wm a great Ser | 
: and of eie ur Societies, _ 


Purity of DoGrine, lopartality in 
Discipline, Holineſs of Life, and 
Unity of Affection, were the diſtia- 
guiſhing Ornaments of the primitive 
Churches: Nor ſhould it be ſlightly 
paſſed over by you when calling to 
Mind what God has done for yon; 
chat the dreadful Errors of Beiſm, 
Arianiſm, Sucinianiſun, Sabellianiſm, and 
Pelagianiſm, have not hitherto appear- 
ed among you, to your Trouble or 
Defilement. I need not tell you, that 
it is a Day of Apoſtacy, in which 
many lay in wait to deceive.: Some 
are ſtriking at the very Foundation of 
all Religion; others denying and ri- 
dliculing Revelation, as unneceſſary or 
e ; and ęrrat Numbers 
diſpu- 0 


+ 
* F - 
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Auputing e Deity, deſpifing - 


| Righteouſneſs,. and blalpheming = 
Perſon of our Redeemer : Some are 


making a Jeſt of the Work of Rege- 


. neration, and the- Efficacy of the Spi- 


Tit of Bed in, it; though without 


the Knowledge of the one, and the 
n of the other, they cannot 


fee the Kingdom of God: And not a 


Few - are looking on with a criminal 


Indifference, at the Spread of the 
Contagion. Permit me, therefore, in 
Faithtulneſs, ſolemnly to warn you 
to beware of: thoſe who, would .infi- 


nuate doctrinal Error is à harmleſs 
2 hing; tliat Men may ſafely com- 


«1; 


} 
4 


munè together, though they differ 
about the Object of Worſhip, the 
Foundation of their Hope, and the 
Grate which is neceſſary to make 
thein meet” for Heaven: The God | 
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you ſerve is * io his ; Glory; - 55 EA 
has put his Word into your Hands, 
let that be your Rule; be ſerious in 
your Inquiries after, and earneſtly 
contend for the Faith once delivered 


to the Saints; hold faſt the faithful 


Word : If others will not endure 
ſound Doctrine, remember it is a 
Truſt command to you, which you 
are to tranſmit pure and uncorrupted 
tothe rifing Generation. I bleſs God, 
and it is the Joy of my Soul, that 
you are not aſhamed of the Gel 


of Chriſt ; hold that faſt which you 
have; tet no Man take your Crown. 


| . ſteady Adherence to the Rules 

laid down in the Goſpel, in receiving 
Members, in admoniſhing the Diſor- 
derly, and rejecting the Profane, will 
be as much your N as Henan: 
a 2 


+ 58 "The + Dedttatihe' 

F aithfulneſs and Prudence ſhould direct 
your Inquiries, regulate your Exami- 
nations, and determine your Sentence. 
Some Bales be-ſpeak Compaſſion, 


whilft others demand Severity; not 
are you to know the deareft Friend 


or neareſt Relative, where Cenſure is 


juſtly deſerv'd, leſt Religion ſuffer, and 
the Ways of God be evil ſpoken of. 


10 Matters of an Fenn Na- . 
ture, Forbearance, and a Readineſs to 
Held to each other. will tend to pre- 


l ſerve that Peace and Harmony which, 


for ſo many Years, has been your 
Mercy. Watch againſt angry Diſ- 
putes and warm Debates, as what 
tend to Strife, Confuſion, and every 
evil Work. And above all remem- 


ber the Eyes of God and Man are 


; upon you, as to your Walk and Con- 


verſation : Loh 


The Dedii cat mh 


verſation, your Profeſſion ſuppoſes you 
are gracious ; and where Grace is, 
there will be the viſible Fruits of it; 
the World expects more from you 

than from others; and your Attach- 
ment to the moſt evangelical Princi- 
ples, will be no Proof to them of 
your Piety, where there is an unbe- 
coming Deportment. | Remember, the 
moſt proyoking Wounds which Chriſt. 
receives, are in the Houſe of his 
Friends, And ſhall I repeat the Ad- 
vice ſo often given you in publick, be 
as much with God in ſecret as poſ- 
fible, and as inabled by his Spirit, be 
earneſt with him, that you may ob- 
tain Grace to be exemplary in Life, 
adorning the Doctrines of God your 
Saviour in all Things, and that you 
may be ripening for Heaven, and, in 

: due n be tranſplanted from he - 
Church 


Th Dedication, 


. Militant, to that which is 
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=. Barbican, | 


March 2 I, : 


Germs being inte at your united 
Requeſt, I have purpoſely diſpoſed | 
E- them: into that Order, and contracted” 
them within that Compaſs which may 
be moſt ſuitable to Family Worſhip : 
That they may be of farther Uſe and 
= * 2 you in the more private 
were of ne Uſe in their publick De- 

k livery; and attended with a Bleſſing 
| 3 Providence ſhall ſend them, is 
EF Yes earneſt * 3 * 


them, as, I truſt, they 


Tour A 122 te Friend | 
and Servant, in 1 the Goſpel, 


Seo. W | 


SERMON L 
Saixrs on a inperfect. | 


bn u Ihn 


T Con. xiii. . 


But when that which is perfect is 10 cine 
then that which i is in * AEM 


dane away. 


* Lpallle - aſlerred 
dhe Neceſſity of Love to God, 
and the Saints for his Sake, as 
chat which enters into the Ex- 

erience, and is eſſential to the 
Character of a real Chriſtian, 


without which, though he ſhould ſpeak with 


* of Men, « or of Angels, he 
gs 3 would 


122 2 * a 
* 8 # N . 


Saints on „ Earth kd; 


EN 3 be no better than a ſounding Brad, L 
on a tinkling Cymbal; yea, though he had 
_ the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtood all My- 


Reries, and all Knowledge, and though be 
bad all Faith, ſo as to remove Mountains, 


and though, from a Benevolence to humane 

Nature, and a generous Concern for the 
Diſtreſſes of his Fellow-Creatures, he might 

beſtow all his Goods to feed the Poor ; — 5 
from an inviolable Attachment to his Pro- 


feſſion, ſhould give his Body to be burned; 


yet, deſtitute of this divine Principle, he 


would be of no Account with that God, 


who ſearches the Hearts, and tries the Reins 
of the Children of Men, who cannot be 


deceived by the largeſt Pretenſions, or the 


molt plauſible Appearances. 

Having thus repreſented the Importance 

of this moſt excellent Grace, he proceeds 

to deſcribe it in its Nature and Properties: 
Charity ſuffereth long, envieth nat; .vaunteth 

not it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 


it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not ber own, is not 


eeaſily provoked, thi nketh no evil, rejoiceth 
not in TIniquity ; but in the Truth, beareth _ 
all Things, believeth all Things, hopeth all 
. Thin 8 all Things. of * to this 
3 
Tome other of the chriſtian Graces, parti- 
cularly Faith and Hope, that it abideth, and 
never faileth; and, on this Account, he . 
gives it the Preferenc ce: ee 3 
e | Tongues | 


as that which diſtinguiſhes i it from 
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Tongues ſhall ceaſe, PG ns in its A". | 
Ümperfection, fhall vaniſh away; now we 
chink and ſpeak at beſt, but as Children un- 
der Age, ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly ;, but 
when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part ſhall be done away; then 
Shall we ſee Face to Face, and know even as 
we ah rah. + 
The Words viſibly divide themſelves inte 
3 two Parts: | 5 


As, I. They fappeſe the Imperfe@tion G 
the beſt of God's N whilſt on 
Earth. And. 

II. Aſſert the compleat Felicity or glo- 
rious Perfection, which they ſhall be 

poſſeſſed of in Heaven ; but when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which 
75 in FI . be done oy: De. 


To Sorin; a Jun Apprehenkich of uy Tas ö 


perfection which attends the Believer, _ © 


whilſt travelling through this World, in his 

Way to a better, we muſt conſider it un- 

der a threefold View; as it is natural, erb | 
ies Ar rf Hate. del 1 fry S 8 


: 1 Natural Anperfce leg: This i is ou 
wich every Order of Beings, who are finite, 
limited, and dependant. 1 
_ Man was at firſt a moſt Planes and 
| happy Creariitt, he ay Pure and ſpot- 
| l E leſs, 
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4 Heints on Earth: im perfect? | 
leſs, intelligent, wiſe and prudent, having 


more Underſtanding than the Beaſis of the. 


Earth, and made. wiſer than the Fowls 0 


the Heaven. The eſult of the divine 


Conſultation, held between the eternal 


Three, was, let us make Man in our nn 
Tmage, after our Likeneſs, . and let him have 


Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over 


the Fowls of the Air, and over the Cattle, 


and over all the Earth, and over every creep- 


ing Thing, that creepeth upon the Earth *. 


Rieſed Creature, with a large and fair In- 


Heritance! Made upright, pronounced to 


be very good, by him who could not be 
miſtaken; made lower, indeed, but it was 


only a little lower than the Angels; placed 


in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God; 
thoroughly furniſhed with every Thing he 
could want or deſire, under the Smiles of 
his Creator, and Lord of the Univerſe. 


Man, thus in Honour, was yet imperfect, 


as he owed his All to the Bounty of his 


Creator, ſo he continued. to enjoy-it on the 
Tenure of his Will; all his intellectual 


Powers, and moſt agrecable Entertainments, 
ariſing from the Contemplation of the My- 


neries of Nature, Providence, and Religi- 
pn, or the Satisfaction, which flowed from 
the moderate Uſe of the Creature, fell in- 
* ſhort of the Perfections a0 Bleſſed- 


A. Yam. i, 26, 26, 
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Saints on Earth imperſeck. 5 
neſs of the great God. He knew much, 
and, perhaps, in a very eaſy Way; yet he 
knew not all Things, nor could he by 
ſearching find out God, or underſtand the 
Almighty unto Perfection. Though there 
was no Error found in his Judgment; yet 
there was not that intuitive Knowledge of 
Truth, which is peculiar” to Omniſcience. 
His Aﬀections centered on God their proper 
Object; but they were the Affections of a 
Creature. His Will inclined; to every 
Thing that was excellent; but was not im- 
mutable. So that in his beſt Eſtate, it might 
be ſaid to him, Canft thou meaſutfe i bei I a. 
ters in the Hollow of thine Hand, and mete 
out the Heavens with a Span, and compre- 
bend the Duſt of the Earth in a Meaſure, 
and weigh the Mountains in Scales, or the 
Hills in a Balance? Canſt thou direct the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, or as his Counſellor teach. © 
bim? Who taught him Knowledge, or ſhewed 
to him the Way of Underſtanding? Behold! © 
Man, whole Nations of 3 humane 
Nature at large, is, in his Ackbunt, but as 
4 Drop of the Bucket, and as the ſmall Duſt 
F the Balance: All before him are as N. 
thing, leſs than Nothing and Vanity e: Nor, 
is there a Seraph around his Throne, how' _ 


pure, how bright, how glorious ſoever 


| bur is in this Sele imperfect; they are al. 


* [aiah xl, 12, 13, 1% 1% 374. q. 
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6 Side on Earth dane, 
the Production of the Father of Spirits, 
who alone is underived, ſelf-ſufficient, and 


. Independant. 


There is none like unto the Lord, Who 


15 great, whoſe Name is great in Might; to 


him, as to the King of Nations, Fear, and 
the moſt profound Reverence, are due; ; 
foraſmuch, as among all the wiſe Men of 


the Nations, and in all their Knowledge, 


there is none like unto him; he is the true 


God, the living God, and an everlaſting 


. ng; he made the Earth, by his Power k 
he 


hath eſtabliſhed the Worlds, by his Wiſ⸗ 
dom; and hath ſtretched out the Heavens, 


by his Diſcretion; he is the high and lofty 


One, who inhaditeth Eternity; his Name 
is holy, and he dwells in a high and holy 
Place; who, in Heaven, can be compared 
unto the Lord ; and who: among the Sons 


of the Mighty, can be likened unto him? 


He hath made the Earth, the Man, and the 
Beaſt, that are on the Ground, by his great 
Power, and by his out- ſtretched Arm. 


Wiſdom and Might are his, he changerh the 
Times and Seaſons, he removerh Kings, 
and ſetteth up Kings, he giveth Wiſdom 


to the Wiſe, and Knowledge ro them who 


know Underftanding, be is God of Gods, 


and Lord of Kings; his Kingdom is an 


e verlaſting Kingdom, and his Dominion 
from Generation to Generation, his Do- 
a minion is an . Dominion, and all 
SP - 8 . r 
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* Saints on Earth a 


the Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed : 1 
nothing before him; he doth according to 
his Will, in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, he is 
the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, Who 
made the World, and all Things therein; 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, who dwel- 
leth not in Temples made wich Hands, 
neither is worſhiped with Men's Hands, as 
though he needed any Thing, ſeeing he 
giveth to all Life, and Breath, and all 


Things. He hath ae the Times be- | 


fore appointed, and the Bounds of our Ha- 
bitations, who worketh all Things accord- 
ing to the Counſel of his own Will, and in 
whom we live, move, and have our Being ; 

ſo that here he dwells alone, nor will he 
give his Glory to another ; ſome Creatures 
are, indeed, more perfect than others, and 
riſe higher in their Reſemblance of him 


who is infinitely perfect; but the moſt ex- 


alted of them are not to be compared with 
the moſt High, in whoſe Sight, the Hea- 
vens are not clean, and who chargeth his 
n with F uy. 


II. There is an Imperfettion which f is 


criminal. 


This conſiſts i in the Loſs of that Rectitude | 
and -Holineſs, which the Law requires, 


h ich the Creator at firſt ſtamped on the 


Min do f Man, and of which Sin and Re- 
B 4 bellion 
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x bellion have deſpbiled him; together with 


that Propenſity to Evil, and Averſion to 


ever . that is Good, which diſcovers 


in the Omiſſion of Duty, and Com- 
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Here we may diſtinguiſh between the 


Oontinüance of our Powers and Faculties, 
In their Being, and natural Exerciſe, and 


that Purity and Spirituality, which attend- 
ed them before the Fall. As the Angels, 
who kept not their firſt Eſtate, and are re- 
ſerved in Chains, under Darkneſs, to the 


Coming of the great Day, are powerful and 


ſubtle, though impure and malicious Spi- 
Tits, ſo we, have our Underſtanding, Will, 


and Affections now, as Adam in Innocence; 


though with this melancholy Difference, all 
his Faculties, in their various Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe, were devoted to the Honour, and 
imployed in the Service, of his great Crea- 


5 tor; but the Caſe is far otherwiſe with us, 


we are now wiſe, indeed, but it is to do 


+ Evil; there is a Will i in Man, but it is to 


make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the 
Luſts thereof; he has Affections, but they 
are earthly and ſenſual; Laſciviouſneſs, 
Luſts, Exceſs of Wine: Revellings, and 
Banquetings, ſuit him beſt, and pleaſe him 
"moſt, In the Pride of his Countenance, 
* he will not ſeek God, if he could have his 
- Wiſh, he would bamidt him entirely his 


2 T Thoughts z and, when he uy out the | | 
a Lan- 1 
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Language of his Heart, i is unto: God, 2 


part from me, I deſire not the Knowledge 
of thy Ways: What is the Almighty: 


I ſhould ſerve him? What Profit ſhou . 1 2 
have in praying unto him? If Ingratitude 
is a Crime of a heinous Nature, the very 


Brutes may upbraid the Children of Men 


with it; for the Ox knows bis Owner, and 
the Aſs his Maſter's Crib; but they know 
not, they conſider nor, but as a /inful Gene- 


ration, laden with Iniguities, as a Seed of 
evil Doers, Children that are Corrupters, 
they forſake the Lord, and provoke the Holy 
One of 1jrael*. Nor is this Repreſentation 


heightened, or aggravated, ſince we have 


the ſame Account from God himſelf, that 


he /aw the Wickedneſs of Man war great in 


the Earth. and every Imagination of the 
Thought of his Heart was only evil continu- 
ally. And our Lord, who needed not that 
any ſhould cell him what was in Man, con- 
firms this by obſerving, that, from within, 
out of the Heart of Man, proceeds evil 


Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Murders, © 
| Thefts, Covetauſneſs, Wickedneſs, Deceit, 
Laſciviouſneſs, an evil Eye, Blaſphemy, Pride, 


F ooliſhneſs : All theſe Evils come Oe withe 


1 and defile the Man *. F » 


2 Ifaiah f . 3» 4. Gen. vi. 1. e 


Mark vii. wt 22, 23s 
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That the Want of original Righteouſ- 


eſs; where it is the Conſequence of a Crime, 


or Diſobedience, is not meerly our Unhap- 
pinefs, but our Fault, appears from con- 


 fidering the Nature of the Law, with the 
Reaſonableneſs of its Dematuds, and the 


Continuance and Immutabilicy of its Ob- 
ligation. The Law requires Truth in the 


inward Parts, or Purity of Mind, as well 
as univerſal Obedience; this it required of 


Adam, and it found him, as God had made 
him, abſolutely upright. Sin committed, 
introduced a dreadful Change in the Crea- 
ture, but none in the Law- giver; God is 
as much a Sovereign, his Law as ſtrict in 


Its Requirements, ſince Man was drove out 
of Paradiſe, as when in the Enjoyment of 
the Sweets of that delightful Place. 
How harmleſs ſoever ſome may think 
che Corruption of humane Nature to be, 


David introduces it as an Article of hs 
Confeſſion, and mourns over it before the 
Lord, when in the Bitterneſs of his Soul 
he cries out, Behold I was ſh apen in Ini- 


IS quity, and in Sin «id my Mother concei ue 


me s. 


Here the inanimate and itcarional Parts 
of the Creation, have the Advantage of the 
wicked, ungodly and impenitenr, they are 


as perfect 2s i Creator Pleaſced to make 


8 pfl. 1 5. 
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them, and their Imperfection is purely na- 


tural, neither criminal, nor judicial, but, 
with Reſpect to fallen Man, it may be ſaid, 
How 1s the Gold become dim] How is the 


moſt fine Gold changed"! To ſay that he is 


now naturally holy and inclined to 15 
without a wrong Biaſs or corrupt Inclina- 
tion, is to contradict univerſal Experience: 


To affirm it was always thus, is to oppoſe 


divine Revelation; and to imagine that it 


cency? The Law i 15 ws 


Pk. 
We” 


is venial, or in no Degree criminal, is an 


Affront to the Purity, and injurious to the 


| Righteouſneſs of the great Legiſlator, who has 


ſolemnly declared, that u one Jota, or T. ittle 
of his Law ſhall paſs away, till all be ful= 
filled i. And to this we may add, Th „ 


III. There i is a comparative Imperfeckiong | 
of which the beſt of Saints are the Subjects, 
whilſt in this World. 18 

This appears in comparing the Temper 8 
of our Minds, the Language of our Lips, 


and the Conduct of our Life, with the 


Law, that righteous Rule of Obedience, 


which is pure in its N ature, and large in 4 


its Reach and Extent. 


Who among the ſanctified whilſt Herd on 
can ſay, his Heart is ſo clean as it ought to 


be, and waſh his Hands in abſolute Inno- 


> 5 the great * 


5882 


h Lament. iv, Is * . ba 8. e 1 8 


12 


ſpiritual, but I am carnal, old under Sin k. 


In this he bears a Teſtimony to the Excel- 
= ence of the Precept, whilſt he is humbled 
under a Senſe of his own Deficiency. - And 

- this being true of all the Redeemed of the 


Lord on this ſide Glory, it is their Mercy, 


that though the Law will admit of no A- 
batement, and rigorouſly demands Perfecti- 


on, Chriſt is made to them the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs. He has magnified 


the Law, and made it honourable, nor can 


the Law now condemn his Members, being 


fully ſatisfied in all its Demands by his Ober 


dience and Sufferings. 


But, if we view them under che Change 


which ſapernatural and efficacious Grace 


has made in them in Regeneration, all old. 
Things are paſt away, and behold all Things 
are become neu; they are quite other Per- 


ſons than formerly, acting from different 
Principles, upon nobler Motives, in another, 
Manner, and with higher Views, than when, 


Walking according to the Courſe of this 
World, and the Cuſtoms of the Children 
43 oh Difobedience, who are led Captive by 
Satan at his Will this may. in ſome Mea- 
| ſure account for the Epithets of juſt, per- 


fect and upright, Bixen in Scripture to ma- 


* Rom. vii. 12— 14. 2 2 Cor, v, 17. 


bee bel; and 5 8 
a good; he adds, I know that the Law is 
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ny. of 0 whoſe Failings handing: upon : 


Record prove, that though there. was a ve- 


ry great Difference between them and the TR 
ungodly, yet. they had not fully attained, 5 he} 


neither were they compleatly perfect. 
And as there are various Seaſons in 1 


the Elect are gathered 1 in, ſome called at the 


firſt, others. at the third, and ſome not till 
the eleventh Hour, ſame in Chriſt before 


others; ſo there are different Meaſures of 
Grace communicated to them, ſome are en- 


abled to run with greater Speed the Race 
which is ſet before them, and to gain a 
larger Victory over Corruption, Satan and 
the World, than others, who are as truly: 


in the Family, and deſigned for the fame 
Place of Bliſs and Glory, though moving 
more ſlowly in their Way to it. Paul him 


ſelf, after he had fought the good Eight of 
Faith, and almoſt finiſhed his Courſe, with- 
in Sight of the Goal, and ready to receive 


his Crown, expreſſes a noble Emulation, 


that no one ſhould out- ſtrip him: This one 
Thing, ſays he, 1 do, forgetting the Things. 


which are behind, I preſs towards the Mark. 


for the Prize of the high Calling 4 Ga in 


Chr. Teſus n. IC 15 f 
Here the Saint with Bluſhing od 10 


Confuſion, thinking on his Helps and Ad- : 
van * his Obligations and nen : 
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_ of Holineſs. 


| 14 Saints af Barth „ 

z ready to cry out, alaſs! What an . 
fitable Servant! What a Cumberer of the 
Ground! Ho lean, barren and unfruitfut! 


When others, planted in a Soil leſs. 
ſing, are fat and flouriſhing, 


promi- 
viſibly 


ving as Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Flancin 


of the Lord, in whom he is now, as well 
as he will hereafter. be glorious... He is far 
dares not murmur, or foo- 


from repining, 
tifhly charge his God. The leaſt Degree of 


Grace is —— more than he deſerves; 
nor does he envy his Brethren, but rejoices 
in the Goodneſs. of God towards them, he 
blames himſelf, and only himſelf, that he 
copies no more exactly after them,, and is 
enabled to make no more Uſe of their Ex- 
perience and Comfort, as a Means to excite 
his Diligence, and to quicken him in the 
We are not, indeed; 


to the ſame Degrees of Light, 


* and Underſtanding, the ſame 
extraordinary Gifts and miraculous Endoẽw-W - 
ments with the Apoſtles, or ſome eminent 
Ml.artyrs or Confeſſors; 


their Work was 
ſpecial, and their Furniture proportionable: 


Nor will it he objected to us in the great Day, 
that ſome have had more Faith, Hope 
and Joy, 

of the God of Heaven to divide to every 
Man as he will; and the weakeſt Babe has 
the one Thing needful, even that good Part 
which ſhall never be taken from him, Glo- 


* 2 


than dur ſelves, it is the Prerogative 


thri- 


* 
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Saints on Earth imperfed, 15 
ry being connected rather with Grace in its 
| Kind or Nature, than with it in its Degree: 
But as every one to whom it is given will 
be folicitous after more, fo there are few 
among the talleſt Cedars in God's Labanon, 
but have Reaſon to obſerve, and are ready 
to acknowledge, that there are others who 
have gone beyond them. 

And, after all the large Eaperioace, clear 
: Diſcoveries." and unuſual Meaſures of Grace 
beſtowed on the great Apoſtle ; though he 
could ſay he came not behind the chief of 
the Apoſtles in any Thing, and had been 

caught up into the third Heavens, and 
admitted for a Time to look on ſome of the 
Glories of that bliſsful Place; though he 
could ſpeak of Chriſt with Propriety as well 
as Pleaſure, and ſay, I know whom I have 
believed”: He hath loved me, and given 
himſelf” for me; yet was he imperfect: Nor 
was there any Compariſon between his 
Knowledge, Holineſs and Joy, whilſt in 
this earthly Houſe of his Tabernacle, and 
that which he was poſſeſſed of when 
before the Throne in Preſence of a "_ 
Jeſus. | 
Thus we ſee Perfo@ion, in the 1 ex- 
alted Senſe of the Word, is only to be found _ 
with the great and glorious God; and he is 
ſo Ame and unchangeably i in 101 Na 


2 bm 4 % „% - 2 04 K 2. 
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ture, Counſel and Will. Comparative Im= 

perfection is the conſtant Appendage of 
created limited Beings: And that which 
is criminal is confined to Earth and Hell. 

Whilſt the moſt we can fay of the Believer 
on Earth is, that he ſees in part, and knows, 
in part: And, is this a juſt Repreſentation ? 

What exalted Thoughts, O my Soul, 
ſhouldſt thou then entertain of the great 
T am Who has all Perfection centering in 
him, and from whom, as the Fountain of 

all Good, flows every Degree of it found 
in either World. Is there any Thing to be 
compared with him as thy Portion? Will 
any Thing ſhort of Perfection ſatisfy the 
Ctravings of an immortal Mind? Seck no 
longer the living among the dead; the Crea- 
ture has it not, cannot give it. Who would 
live on broken Ciſterns, when there is the 
"Fognteyn of living Water. 

This alſo accounts for the Preference 
which; the Saint gives to his God above 
every Thing elſe, and diſcovers the Wiſ- 
dom of his Choice, whilſt he had rather 
endure Afflictions, and ſuffer the Loſs of 
all Things, than excite the Reſentment, and 
5 provoke the Indignation of an all- ſufficient 

God, in whoſe Favour ſtands the Life of his 


And who can 3 the Terror, the 
Confuſion, and bitter Anguiſh, which will 


attend the * of the wicked; 
ee ä : they | 
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they chooſe the World for their God, and 
God, in Anger, ſays, They are joined to 


their Idols, let them alone. How is this 
their Way, their Folly, ſince the World, 
and all that is in it, is paſſing away? Their 
Miſtake is partly evident now, ſince they 
are diſſatisfied with the largeſt Acquiſitions, 
and in vain, crying to their Idol, Give, give 
But the full Diſcovery of their Madneſs, as 
well as Impiety, is reſerved to another Day; 
when, with gnawing Grief, and tormenting 
Deſpair, reflecting on the fatal Deluſion, 
they ſhall cry out, Undone, undone for ever! 
And is the Saint criminally, as well as 
comparatively, imperfect whilſt on Earth? 
How great is his Mercy, that there is a rela- 


tive Perfection provided for him in another, 
that whilſt defective in himſelf, he is com- 
pleat in Jeſus; who, by one Offering, * 
ever perfected thoſe who are ſanctified! This 
is the great Support of the Saint as the 


Ground of his Hope towards God, whilſt in 


this World; and will be the Matter of his 


Praiſe and Triumph in a better. It is the 


ſpotleſs Robe of his Redeemer's Righteouſ- 


neſs, that he produces in anſwer to the Ac- 


cuſations of Satan, the Remonſtrances of 
Conſcience, and the Charges of a malicious 
World; the Merit of this he daily pleads 
before the Throne; nor could he think of 
Death without Horror and Trembling, but 
as 25:4: e in his Den . ene | 
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ie Spirits of] 
3 ITS r n * 2 * f . 5 ö : 
they defire not earthly Treaſures, they have 


n 


purged away his Sins by his Sacrifice. ol - 
| Bey lives in Heaven to plead his : Cauſe, 


and will, at length, introduce him into the 


divine Preſence without Spot or Blemiſh, 
vs N unreprovable in God's Sight. 


And can the Saint, having this God for 
his reconciled Father, Friend, and Portion, 
complain in the Want, or under the Loſs of 
What, at beſt, is but external and foreign to 
his principal Happineſs; and what might 
1 prove a Snare and an Hindrance, than 


a_ Bleſſing to him? What if re Fig- tree 


Pould not bloſſom, neither ſhould Fruit be in the 


Vines, the Labour of the Olives ſhould ceaſe, 
and the Fields yield no Meat, the Flock ſhall 


£ OL be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhould be no 
Herd in the Stall; yet, is it not enough that 


e Lord God is his Strength? ought he not, 
Will he not rejoice in the God of his Salva- 


# tf A 


_ en if more were needful, could not All- 


ciency. ſupply F How do Angels, and 
PIT: uſt Men live? they want not, 


22 


WE their All they wiſh for, or can enjoy, whilſt 


per dwell in the Preſence of God; where 
Pere 7s Fulne/ of Joy, and at bis right Hand 
ere there are Pleaſures for evermore. 
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B when that which is perfeck is e, 3 
then that which i is in part Hall 1 
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＋ is a moſt affecting Th 


| that no one Man, whilſt Here, 
| is as wiſe and holy as he ought. 
to be; nor an Individual 
| the human Species ſo happy. 
but he wiſhes to be more 103- 
nor is it more ſurprizing than true, that che 
| beſt haye generally * worſt Viage, Frou- 
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20 Saints compleat in Glory. 
ble, Reproach, Oppoſition, and Perſecution, 
attending them almoſt all their Way to 
Glory: So that with the Apoſtle, they agree 

in concluding, that if in this World only they 
have hope, hey are of all Men moſt miſerable. 


This may ſeem, at firſt View, to caſt a 


dark Shade on Providence, and refle& on 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Judge of 
the whole Earth; but when we call to 
Mind, that all neceſſary Supports are given 
to the Saints by the Way, and now and then 
a refreſhing. Cordial handed down, to en- 
courage their Faith, quicken their Hope, 
and that, e'er long, the preſent Scenes, 
Which we are ſometimes tempted to think, 
are ſhuffled together in a Kind of Confuſion, 
ſhall be brought out in their proper Order 

and reſpective Beauties; when it will be 
fully known, that it was good for them to 
be afflicted, and that only where it was ab- 
folutely neceflary they were in Trouble; 
and whilſt all Things under a divine Agen- 
, worked together for their Good: They 
will then ſee with Tranſports of Joy, and 


= theutmoſt Gratitude, that their ſoreſt Trials 
and Afflictions were but light and-momen- 
_ tary, working out for them a far more ex- 


ceeding-and eternal Weight of Glory, 
God has never promiſed his People two 
Heavens, one in Time, another in Eter- 

nity; Part they have in Hand, and a moſt 
ſweet, precious and invaluable Part it is; 
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100 the beſt is reſerved to laſt; for, when. 
that. which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part all be done *. Wheng we 

may Würde, 


An Intimation of the Certainty of the 
Bleſſing, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it with 

full Aſſurance ic ſhall come. 

II. The Diſtance of it it ſhall come, 

but not as yet. 

III. The Deſirableneſs of it; it was whinh 
he waited and longed for, as the Con- 
ſummation of Bliſs, and the crowning 


Mercy. N 55 


13 Perfection, bend e bere, > » 


ſhall certainly meet the Saint in Glory. 
This is ſecured by the immutable. Pur- 
poſe of him whoſe Counſel ſhall ſtand ; and 
who is nof a Man that be ſhould lye, or the 
Son of Man that he ſhould repent. "He bath 
not appointed his People unto Wrath, but to 
obtain Salvation *®. It is his good Pleaſure to 
give them a Kingdom . d. He bath choſen 
them in his Son, before the Foundation of 

the World, that they ſhould be holy and with- 
out blame before him in Love, and they ſhall _ 


= length obtain the Inberitance, to which 8 


they were predeſiinated according to the Pure 
a” of * 0 worketh all Things 99 the 
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Counſel of bis bun Wille. Theſe be did fore- 
not and predeſtinate, to be conformed to the 
Image of his Son e, and will therefore call, 
=, Juſtify, and glorify them. 


This his gracious Deſign he has made 
known in many great and precious Promi- 
ſes; which are nor yea and nay, but yea 
and Amen 'in Chriſt, to the Glory of his 
Truth and Faithfulneſs: He hath aid, that 
he will give Grace and Glory, and withhold 
#0 good Thing from them who walk up- 
rightly e. He commanded his Prophets of 
old, to ſay to the Righteous, that it ſhall be 
at well with them; and as he numbers the 
Fairs of their Heads, whilſt on Earth, ſo, 
=” the Beginning of the World, Men have 
nut heard; nor perceived by the Ear, neither 
HBDaib the Eye ſeen, ' beſides God himſelf, Soar 
bio bath prepared for thoſe who fear bim. 
Dur Lord is very expreſs on this Head, when 
he ſays of his Sheep, I give unto them eter- 
nal Life, and they ſhall never periſo . In 
my Father's Houſe are many Manfions ; if it 
were not ſo, I would have told you: I go to 
Prepare a Place for you. And if I go, I will 
rome again, and receive you unto my Jo's 
' #hat where T am, there ye- may be alſo", 
With this View he took Fleſh, obey d the 
Be, Law, and became a Curſe, tha 3 in the full | 
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Saints complcat in Glory, 23 
Merit of his Righteouſneſs, he might de- 
mand it of him, who can now be juſt, and 
the ſuſtifier of every Believer ; Father, I 
will that thoſe alſo whom thou haſt given me, 
be with me where 1 am, to behold my Glory. 
And the great Apoſtle ſpeaking i in the Name 
of all the Saints, ſays, We know, that if the 
earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſol. 
ved, we have a Building of God, an Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
wens*; and, when Chrift, who is our Life, 


hall appear, then ſball ye alſo appear with. 
him in Glory', And in the exulting Lann? 
guage of Triumph, he obſerves, there was 


laid up for him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhould 1 


give him at that Day; and adds, not to me 
only, but to them alſs who love his appears 
ing”, In the lively Expectacion of this, the 
holy Martyrs, that Cloud of Witneſſes, took 
zjoyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, and 
laid down their Lives, knowing in theme 
ſelves, that they had in Heaven a better 
and a more enduring Subſtance": : Nor is it 
the peculiar Mercy of faithful Miniſters, 
but of all the Redeemed of the Lord, that 5 
when the chief Shepherd appears, they ſball 
receive a Crown of Glory which adeub not 
away; when they ſhall hunger no more, nei- 
ther thirſt any more, neither ſhall the Sun 


* Joha ui. 44. n Jo: Col. iii. . 


5 1 Tim. iv, 8. * Heb. x. 32 4. 
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Ben . light on them, or any Heat, For the Lamb 


aohich is in the Midſt of the Throne, ſhall 
head them to Fountains of living Waters, and 
5 feed them with heavenly Manna: And God 
Hall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes; 
and there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sor- 
row, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any 
more Pain ; ; for the former Ti _ — be 
Paſſes away . Nor, 


II. Is the Bleſling TY ſure for its in 


98 diſtant and future? There is a Reſt, tho 


i remains for the People of God. Paul was 
in a Strait, and longed to be gone; but he 
muſt wait che appointed Time: Few Saints, 
comparatively, are ſoon ripe for Glory; 
_ God loves to be truſted; nor is there 
an Opportunity for the Exerciſe of many 
of the Chriſtian Graces in the heavenly 


World. Faith, Hope and Patience, Bene- 


* wolence to our Fellow- creatures, and Libe- 
rality to the Saints, have their Uſe and Beau- 
ty in the Church militant, Self-denial, Self- 


Judging, and holy Reſolutions in the Strength 


of Chriſt, to maintain the Conflict with ſpi- 


ritual Enemies, will not be called for in the | 
Church triumphant. We muſt tarry a 
while, to be inſtructed in the uſeful Leſſons 
of the Vanity of the Creature, the Evil of 
Lin, our own —__ and Unworthineſs 


* 8 —_ 3 * — 
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on the Account of it, before we are admit= -— 


ted to full Victory and Triumph: Nor 
ſhould the Believer, though detained for a 
Time, faint, or be weary, indulge Impa- 
tience, or Diſcontent when he thinks of his 
Apoſtaſy from God, his Forfeiture of Life, 
Deſert of Miſery, and that he is employ'd, 
whilſt here, though in a lower Capacity, in 

the Service of his God, and for the Honour 
of the Redeemer. The Father does not 
preſently put his Son into the Poſſeſſion of 


an Inheritance; but waits till he has Diſcre- 


tion and Prudence to make a right Uſe of it. 
The Huſbandman waiteth for the precious 
Fruits of the Earth, and hath long Patience 
for it, until he receive the early and the lat- 
ter Rain ; and to be over haſty to be gone, 
beſpeaks that we are weary of our Work, 
or uneaſy to ſuffer ; we may ſometimes, in- 
deed, with the Pſalmiſt, warrantably with 
for the Wings of a Dove, to flee away and be 
at Reſt : But our Lord's Reſignation ſhould 


be a Pattern to ours, and teach us to wait the 


Determination of Providence, and ſay, Not 


as we will, but as thou wilt. Time haſtens 


with ſpeedy Wings; our Day of Duty and 
Trial, at longeſt, is but for a Moment, 
when compared with Eternity; nor will 
the Head of the Church be any longer with- 
out his Members, or any Part of his Ful- 
| neſs, than is abſolutely neceſſary ; and, per- 
1 29 00 as the worn out Mariner, makes _ 
a; | e- 


> 
1 


"hr „ "Salad wag in Glory. 
deſired Port with a peculiar Pleaſure, Vier 


be has weathered the Storms, and eſcaped 
the Rocks and Shelves of a tedious and ha- 


zardous Voyage, it may add an exquiſite 


gReliſh to the Glories of Immortality, to re- 
flect on the Toil and Labour, the Difficulties 
and Temptations which attended the Saint 
in a State of Imperfection: And with this 


you the _ 


III Speaks of it as a moſt Jefirable Bleſ- 
= 3 When that which is perfect is come. 


.:: Univerſal Nature abhors Pain, flees from 


every apprehended Evil, and would avoid 


Trouble. Suffering is not eligible for its 
own Sake; and yet, is there a Day paſſes 


without ſome Degree of Gaul and Bitter- 
gnaaeſs in the Remembrance of former Griefs, 
the Senſation of preſent Calamities, or Fear 
df future Miſery ? Poverty has its Sorrows 
and painful Cares; Riches, for their Aſſo- 


ciates, Fear and Diſquietude; ; Is there that 
Pleaſure on Earth that has not alſo its Pain, 
that Joy which is uninterrupted, or that 


. ;  fovuriching Eſtate that may not as ſoon be 
diſtreſſed? How uneaſy are we often with 
our ſelves? What gnawing Anxiety for the 


Good of: ourChildren: or Friends; and who 


; promiſe. a continual Security from the 
| deſolating Judgments of Famine, Peſtilence, 
odr War. But admit we are favoured witknk 
Health of 8 Peace in our ln. 3 
| 29 | pro's a; 58 
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1 growing Proſperity; though we ſfrould paſs 
through the World with full Reputatien, 
reſpected and unenvied ; which is not to Be 
expected in the preſent Situation; yet the: 
| horrid Impiety, deteſtable Abominations, 
the: Blaſphemy, Profaneneſs and Irreligion 
of the Multitude, and the Miſcarriages, 


_ Formality and careleſs Walk of Profeſſors, 


muſt be grievous and afflicting, to a Mind 
born from Heaven: But where there is no- 
thing of this to make us wiſh for a Remo- 
val, the numerous Corruptions which are 
found in our own Hearts, the Omiſſion ot 
Duties, or the cold and lifeleſs Manner of 
diſcharging them; the want of Zeal for God, 
and Love to Chriſt, that we have Reaſon 0 
complain of; the ſad Interruptions of our 
Communion with him, and the flow Profi- 
ciency we make in our Likeneſs to him, are 
very powerful Arguments to make us long 
for Perfection: Here the fiery Darts of Sa- 
tan fly thick round about us; and how of- - 
ten are we defiled, as well as dejected, by 
his Influence; nor can the moſt ' watchful, 
or beſt furniſhed Chriſtian, always promiſe 
himſelf a Security from his Treachery, or 
his Power; God will indeed, bruiſe him 
under his Feet ſhortly ; but he has never 
aſſured him of Succeſs in every particular 
Conflict; and when, at any Time, foiled, 
what Shame and Confuſion attends the R- 
collection! Under * Aren, no 
Won- 


a 
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Wonder the Saint as weak and helpleſs =_— 
himſelf, in the Midſt of Enemies, liable to 
a Train of ſucceſſive Evils, thinks of Per- 
fection with an eager Solicitude, and . 
of it as a moſt deſirable Bleſſing. 

And has God reſerved, and thus engaged 
his Faithfulneſs, to poſleſs his People of per- 
fect and unmixed Bleſſedneſs in the upper 
World ? Is there a large and pure Inheri- 
tance provided for them; and ſhall no Ene- | 
my be ſuffered to rob them of i it, or alienate 


their Title to it? How ſhouldſt thou, O my 


Soul! conſcious of Imperfection in the Crea- 
ture, ſeriouſly inquire, Shall this be thine? 


; What! is thy Claim? What the Foundation 


of thy Hope and Expectations? Is the Mer- 
cy not worth a Thought? Or wilt thou 
diſmiſs it to a more convenient Seaſon ? Re- 
member, a Fulneſs of Miſery will be as cer- 
tainly the Portion of the Ungodly, as a Per- 
fection of Glory will be the Crown of the 
Saint. Where is thy Heart? it may guide 
thee to thy Treaſure. Will Riches, Ho- 
nour, or Pleaſure, ſatisfy thee ? Is it an In- 
creaſe of Corn, Wine and Oil, thou art 


graſping after? theſe may be had without 


a Covenant Portion in thy God; but Hea- 
ven cannot. Is the Lord of Life and Death, 
who has the Keys of the inviſible World, 
thy Friend? Or, art thou alienated from 
him by wicked Works, and determined he : 
An not reign over thee? Eternal Life is 


nos 
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not the mere Fancy of Poets, or the Dream 


of Enthuſiaſts; nor r to ſhewy the 


Orator's Skill, only to amuſe and entertain, 
but a ſolid Reality, in the Hands of Chriſt, 
to give to whom he pleaſes, revealed in the 
infallible Oracles of Truth, and FO to be 
enjoy'd by the Believer. 

And how ſhould the Saint bluſh rad be 


| aſhamed, almoſt to call any Thing his own, 
in Compariſon of this incorruptible and un- 


fading Inheritance; his Poſſeſſions may fail, 
his Health be impaired, his Peace be de- 
ſtroy'd, and his Life taken from him; but 
his God, his Redeemer, his Heaven; are 
Mercies beyond the Reach of the Subtilty or 
Power of the moſt deſigning or rapacious 
Hands, either of Fraud or Violence. How 
imprudent to be taken with that which 


either is not, or is Vanity and Vexation of 


Spirit! How fooliſh to be vain, or proud of 


what may be loſt to Morrow! They, and 


only they, are happy, who have Treaſures 
which neither Moth can corrupt, nor 
Thieves break through and ſteal. Under all 
their preſent! Diſadvantages, they are ſafe in 
Time, and at length, 1 be perfectiy 
bleſſed, to Eternity, 

What that Perfection will be, is beyond 3 
the Reach of Imagination to conceive, and _ 
the Power of Language fully to deſcribe z _ 
but ſome faint Gueſſes may be made of it, 


i a1 it will relate to the Soul and Body of the 
1 : gram L 
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glorified Believer, or as it reſpects the Plact ; : 
Where he will dwell, the Company with, 
whom he ſhall converſe, the Character 12 


ing Objects; we have 


4 . 
Xs a 


- ſhall bear, the Imployment he ſhall be en- 


gaged i in, and the Entertainment he ſhall be be 
| blefled with for ever. 


1. As it relates to the Soul, that! immate- 


rial and immortal Part of us, capable of 
Reaſoning and Reflection, Choice or Refu- 
ſal, Happineſs or Miſery; The three govern- 
ing Powers of which are, the Underſtand- 


ing, Will and Affections; as to each of 
ck, the Saint ſhall be perfect. 

(I.) In his Underſtanding: How far this 
will be enlarged in the other World, is not 


tevealed; but when every Obſtruction ari- 


fin ng from the indiſpos d or diſtemper'd Or- 
gans of the Body, ſhall be entirely removed, 
all Clouds of Darkneſs, and Miſts of Igno- 


glear and open to receive Ideas, ſhall have 


| no Difficulty i in Perception, and held cloſe 
and intenſe, without Pain, by the Father of 


Spirits, in the N of ſurround- 


eaſon to conclude, 


its Capacity will propartionably enlarge with 


0s Imployment. 
The Learned need not be told at hat 
Expence of the animal Spirits, and the 
Fruit of unwearied Application, they ob- 


rance for ever vaniſh away, and the Soul 


tain the Acquaintance they can at beſt 3 A : 


N io, „Wich Things natural, hiſtorical, ; 
l ain 4 
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8 zvine; and, after all their painful Searches, 
bow uncertain their Conjectures, how vari- 
dus their Opinions, and how much more 
yet unknown than what has been diſcover d 
Thoſe who have ſpent moſt Time, and im- 
fo the greateſt Diligence in the Pur- 
uit of Knowledge, have been free to own, 
in the Cloſe of Life, that they have gained 
little more than to know that they ner, 
but little; but in the Land of Light and 
Viſion, the plain, humble, KAI vhilſt 
here, illicerate Chriſtian, ſhall then ſee as he 
is ſeen, and know as he is known. The 
Croud of pleaſing Objects, which every 
where will preſent themſelves to his View. 
ſhall be under a divine Arrangement, with- 
out Diſorder or Confufion : The Secrets of 
Nature, the Wonders of Providence, and 
the Myſteries of Grace, ſhall each ſucceſ- 
ſtwvely entertain and delight him; nor will 
there be the leaſt Danger of Miſtake, or 
Poſſibility of Error, no Difficulty in con- 
ceiving, nor Hazard of miſ-judging; in 
God's Light they ſhall ſee Light, not through 
a Glaſs darkly, but immediately, and with= 
aut an interpoſing Medium; and, perhaps, 
the Faculty may increaſe with che Exerciſe, | 
and enlarge in its Capacity with its Plea» _ 
ſure. Whether the Knowledge of the. Bleſs, 
fed will be in any Degree, or altogether in: 
tuitive, or received, as now, in a way of 


Reaſoning and Vale ee, is not ſocaly to 
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— determine; but it's highly probable, that in 


3 


this, as well as in other Reſpects, they will 
reſemble their glorious Companions, and be 


like the Angels of God. 


(2.) The Will, which, originally, was 
exactiy conformable to the Mind of God, 
and unhappily received a criminal Bias to 
Evil, in Conſequence of the Fall, will then 
conſtantly and invariably follow the Di- 


| Qates of the enlighten'd Underſtanding. 


The higheſt Glory of the reaſonable Crea- 
ture is, to be obedient to the Sovereign who 
made him: And as God neceffarily, though 
moſt freely, wills every Thing that is good; 


ſo his Children ſhall bear this Part of his 


Image, and be made like to him in this Re- 
ſpect, as well as others, when they come to 
Heaven. Here the judgment is often at a 
Loſs, and the beſt of Men unſtable, incon- 


ſtant and wavering; one while the Will 


ſeems to be determined for God, and the 


Reſolution firmly fixed; but no ſooner does 


a difficult. Duty preſent i it ſelf, or an unex- 
pected Trial face us, or the Enemy at hand, 
with ſome alluring Temptation, but we are 


like the deceitful Bow, ſoon turning aſide, 


forgerful of our Promiſes, and over- looking 


= our Obligations, and when to will is preſent 


With us, fo feeble frequently is the Power, 
' that how to perform that which is good, we 


know not: This the Apoſtle acknowledged 


8 in his own. Cafe; and i it made him cry out, 


( ) a 
* 0 * 
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O wretched Man that Tam ! Who ſhall deliver 
me? In Heaven it ſelf, there will be a Work 
to be done for God; they who are in his 
Temple above, and before his Throne, ſerve 
him Day and Night; not with Reluctante 
and Laſſitude, which was their Burden in 
this World, but with the utmoſt Freedom 
and Delight: : No Excuſes are there ſought 
for, or pleaded; bur uninterrupted and ever- 
laſting, Homage 1s as much their Choice as 
their Duty; nor can it be aberrant 
Gone: -:... 
8 Their Agthichs are as pure as their 
Will is holy. The fore- mentioned Apoſtle, 
perhaps, loved his Maſter, and his Maſter's 
Work, as much as any of his Servants be- 
fore or ſince his Incarnation; he delighted in 
the Law of his God after the inward Man; 

but complains of a Law in bis Members 
warring. againſt the Law of his Mind, and 
Bringing bim into Captivity to the Law 
Sin . Hle could fay, he loved his Re- 
deemer, and counted all Things but Loſs 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
- Chriſt, for whom he had ſered the 256 of 
all T. hi ngs, and did. count them but Dung 


| that be might win Chriſt; yea, be dev 


nounced an Anathema "againſt him wh 

loves not the Lord Feſus in Sincerity ©; and 

Yb even in this he had not attained, nor 
D Rom. vu 1 7 79 Rems visa, a Phil. ill. 8, 

| 5 1 Cor.” i- 2. PER bh {ry AD att 4. mts, oy in 227 net d- 


him in a Wilderneſs, and in a 
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was he perfect, whilſt ſurrounded by fo ma- 
ny Objects calling of his Affectichs, and 
tempting him to diyide ſore Share among 
them, 

That God 1 may juſtly claim the Throne id 
dur Hearts, and challenge the Supream in 
our Affections, will not be 0 175 by any 
who believe that he is infinitely amiable in 
himſelf, and bath loved them with an eyer- 
laſting Love; the free Gift of his Son, that 

imadzing Inſtance of his Regard to his Pev- 
ple; the ſending che Spirit into their Hearts: 

do illuminate, convince, and convert then; 
td frequent Vilits of Love he "Edtideſcentls 
to Wake in Communion and Fellowthis 

Vith them; the Promiſes relating to their 

_ {vin Guidance and Protection, and the 
- IThcolragetiient he has given thetti to hope 
94 Ana Pleaſures at his risht Hand 
in Glory, all conſpire to ingage them 

love him with all their Hearts, and with all 
their Soul; but alas! che 75 Have too agel 
Gccafion for the mourn Complaint, that 
there. is ſo little Proportion between, their | 
| Experience and Oblis ations. In the Day of 
their Eſpouſals they think they could follow 

] and unſown ; 
but wo ſooh "they diſcover: the glowing 
We? rtach of ther Zeal and Affections abate, 
And that there is too much Occaſion for the : 
Charge, that they have left their firſt Love. 
5 How often does the World, in its Profits and 
. Pleas 7 
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Pleaſures take the Place of God? How apt 
are we to be taken and inſnared by the pre- 
| ſent ſenſible Objects, and the inviſible Rea- | 

lities of Futurity too much ſlighted or f; 
gotten ? How does our Family Concerns, 
and our Fondneſs for Relations, engage our 
Thoughts, and make us loath to leave them; 
though in cooler or more ſedate Reflection, 
we cannot but judge the Exchange to be 
every way to our Advantage: But in Hea- 
ven our Affections will be wholly ſpiritual, 
and unalterably determined on their Ou 
Objects : Which leads us to conſider, -- 

The moral Reſemblance which the Soul, 
when made perfect, ſhall bear to its rent 
Original. 

When the Saints are firſt renewed in the 4 
| Spirits of their Minds, they put on the new,. 
Man, which, after God, is created in Rightes 


ouſneſs and true Holineſs ; which is ſaid to be = o 
the Image of him who created them*. AS 


they have bore the Image of the firſt Adam, 
being ſhapen in Iniquity, and conceived in 


= Sin, ſo they ate predeſtinated to be conformed 


to the Image of the ſecond Adam. And, 
after they have been gradually, by frequent 
delightful Converſes with him here aon 
Earth, and / ſpiritual Views of his Glory, 
| changing into his Likeneſs, from one De- 
:” _ of 1 it to another, Wy ſhall at n by 


1 55 "= rn. Col. ii. 10. 5 | „ Rom, vid. 29: tit 
155 D 2 - faſhion'd | | 


on 
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faſhion'd like him in the Purity, Integrity, 


and Holineſs of his Mind, as well? as be made 
like to his glorious Body. God is infinite- 
1y holy; he dwells in a high and holy 
Place. Angels are pure and ſpotleſs Crea- 


tures: Nothing that defileth, or is defiled, 


can poſſibly enter the new Jeruſalen; for 
without Holineſs no Man can ſee the Lord: 
The People of God therefore are ſanctified in 


Part, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 


enabled to ſee the Beauties of Holineſs, the 


Deformity of Sin, and to preſs after Per- 
fection; they would be holy even as God is 
holy; but this will not be their Mercy in 


Kind, as it never can be in Degree, till 


| Chriſt their Head, who loved and gave him- 
ſelf for them, ſhall have fully ſanctified 


tbem with the waſhing of Water by the 
Word, and preſents them to himſelf as a 
12 Church, not having Spot or Wrin- 
kle, or any ſuch Thing, holy and unblame- 


the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; they are 


able in his Sight: Thus the Spirits of juſt 


Mien will be made like to the Father of Spi. 


rits, not meerly in their natural, or intel- 


jectual Powers and Faculties; but eſpecially 


in that Purity, Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, 
Which are the moſt amiable ere - 
the divine Nature. Dif 0416 


. Ho ſhould this ſerve. to nm the B Be- : 


liever, when mourning. over the imparts 
g 7 of his a+: in this World, nie is 
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often grieved that he knows ſo little of him- 
ſelf, his Redeemer, and ſpiritual Things; 
and indeed, at beſt, his Knowledge, at pre- 
ſent, is but like that of a Child under Age; 


it is his Mercy that he is made wiſe unto 


Salvation; but he breathes after farther and 
more intimate Acquaintance with heavenly 
Things; and tho' there may be ſome Room 


for his complaining of the Weakneſs of his 


Capacity, the Darkneſs and Confuſion of his 
Underſtanding, this ſhall not always be the 


Caſe; yet a little while, and the Eye of 


the Soul ſhall be clear, enlarg'd and ſtrength- 


en'd, his Conceptions proper, juſt and regu- 


lar, and his Knowledge as abundant as he 
could wiſh, no Vail any longer on the Ob- 
ject, or Diſorder in the Facult. 
And, how ſhould the ſad Experience of 
the Remains of Sin, the Power of our un- 
ruly Paſſions, the unhappy Reluctance we 
find to every Thing that is good, and too 
great an Inclination to that which is evil; 


how prone our Aﬀections are to wander af 


ter forbidden Objects, or to exceed all Bounds, 
where, if duly moderated, they would be laww- 


ful and warrantable, whilſt Sin, like a Lepfo- 


| ſy, adheres to the Soul, and mixes ſomething 
of its deadly Poiſon with all our Thoughts, 
| Deſires, Aims and Expectations; How ſhould 
this make us with for that World where we 
ſhall be pure as God is pure? when the 


Soul, no longer hinder'd by the Weakneſs of 
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the Fleſh, and perfectly deliver'd from the 
Being, as well as from the Power and Do- 
minion of Sin, ſhall love, reverence, and 
ſerve its God and Sovereign with the utmoſt 
Spirituality, Vigour and Delight, ſhining in 
| his beatific Preſence, in all the Beauties of 
Holineſs. 

And how may 8 ſerve to als the - 
Mind of the Believer to the Determination. | 
of Providence, that his Soul muſt; e'er long, 
be ſeparated from his Body, and, the Union 
between thoſe two Companions be diſſolved, 
each remaining in a State of Diſtance from 
the other, till the Morning of the Reſur- 
rection; fince his immortal Part will be well 
imploy'd, ſerving God Day and Night in his 
Temple, and his unimbodied Spirit abun- 


= 5 dantly repleniſn'd with the Joys of the ce- 


leſtial Kingdom. Whether this will be im- 
mediately upon Death, or in ſome diſtant, 
unknown Period of Futurity, or in the ge- 
neral Reſurrection, has been diſputed, and 
all be particularly conſider di n the fojlowe: 
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N HE Church of Rome dilia- 
$5) guiſhing between mortal and 
29 venial Sin, hat tbe one, to uſe 
meir own Words, 7s remitted 
by hearty Contrition and Pe- 
nance; the other by all the Sas 


rand devout Prayer, and 125 lite; . 27 


e 7 2 ſuch as die in mortal Sin, go 
| D 's | | im- 
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immediately to Hell, and are puniſhed there, 
with everlaſting Beſtruction; but ſuch as 
die in venial, or not having fully ſatisfied for 
the Puniſhment due to their mortal Sins, go to 
_ Purgatory, till they have made full Satis- 
Faction for them, and then to Heaven*®: This 
they ſuppoſe to be a middle Place, between 
Heaven and Hell; which, from the Imagina- 
tion of the Soul's being farther cleanſed and 
purified in it, they call by the Name of 
Purgatory, in which they judge the greateſt 
Part by far of the Saints are. placed, and 
there continue, under ſome Degrees of Mi- 
ſery and Puniſhment, till releaſed by. the 
Prayers of the Church, or the Devotions of 
ſurviving Friends. 
Others have ſuppoſed, and particularly 
' ſome of the ancient Fathers, rogether with 
the Jews, and ſome modern Writers, that 
the Souls of good Men, at Death, enter in- 
to Paradiſe, not to ſuffer, but to enjoy ſome | 
Degree of Happineſs, though not equal to 
that which they ſhall be poſſeſſed of when 
re- united to their Bodies; they ſhall, in the 
Day of Judgment, be received into the 
Higheſt Heavens. | 
EE .. Gers eſpecially the Socinian Writes, | 
öLw repreſent the Soul, upon its quitting the 
Ia bernacle of the Body, as ſleeping, or in a 
ap State of . without Conſciouſneſs, 
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Saints — in Glory. 4 1 
and inſenſible of Happineſs or Miſery. They 


allow, indeed, its Exiſtence, and conſent to 
the Doctrine of future Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, only referring them to the Deciſion 


„ great Day. In Oppoſition to each of 


theſe Sentiments, it's the united Opinion of 
Proteſtants, and the reformed Churches, 
that there is one Place of Bliſs and Glory, . 
where the Spirits of juſt Men, being made 
perfect, dwell together completely happy, 
waiting, without Pain, for the full Re- 
demption of the Body; and that there is one 
Place of Miſery, called Hell, or the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
Where the fallen Angels are reſerved in 
Chains under Darkneſs, to the coming of 
the great Day, and in which the Souls of 
the Wicked and Ungodly are tormented 
with that Worm which dies not, till the 
Judgment Day, when their Miſery will be 
increaſed by the Union of Soul and Body, 
which will be the dreadful Objects of God's 
Wrath and Indignation for ever. 

As to the former of theſe, JI mean che Do- 
ctrine of Purgatory, it is, 

I. An unſcriptural Notion, without the 


leaſt Foundation in, or Warrant from the 8 


Word of God. 
Some, indeed, of their Writers have men- 


tioned a Paſſage or two in the Old Teſta- g | 


ment, as looking this Way; but the modern 
5 1 oy "7 the whole Streſs of the Ar- 
es .  gument. 


42 Saints compleat in Glory. 
gument on two or three Places in the New 
118 the one is that of our Lord, 
fatt. xii. 32. where ſpeaking of the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, he ſays, There is one which will 
not be forgiven in this World, nor in the 
World to come: Whence they conclude 
ſome Sins are forgiven in the next World, 
and that this implies a Purgatory; for there 


- only is Remiſſion of Sins, and not in Hell or 
Heaven. Another Paſſage they mention is, 


1 Cor. iii. 15. where they ſuppoſe the Apo- 


ſtle ſpeaks of ſome under the Guilt of Sin, 


who ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire; and 


the other, which they think fully proves it, 


is that of Peter, firſt Epiſtle, Cb. iii. 18, 19. 


where ſpeaking of our Lord, he ſays, He 


was quicken'd by the Spirit, by which alſo he 


went and preached to the Spirits in Priſon. . 


As to the former of thele Scriptures, it is 


certain, that our Lord is ſpeaking of the 


Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, as apſolutely 
and eternally unpardonable; and the He- 
Brew Phraſe, of not being forgiven in this 


World, nor in that which is to come , only 


more ſtrongly and vehemently aſſerts, that 


it ſhall be puniſhed, not only as it was in 
the Deſtruction of the Zews, their City and 


* * « 


d See the above-wentianed Catechiſm, ibid. 


e Notum eſt ex Hebreis uſitatiffitns Heieget, hujuſinodi 
Negationes in contraria maximè affirmare: Itaque non remi- 


fer. idem fuerit, atque certo & abſque ulla Venia punietur 
tum in praeſenti Vita tum in futura. Vide Beza in loc. 
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Tem ple; in this World, but in their endu- 
ring alle the Wrath of God for ever in the 
World to come; nor is there in this Texc 
the leaſt eee, given to the Suppoſi- 
tion of a middle Place, where Sin, at all, 
and much leſs this againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhall be forgiven ; and whatever wild Ima- 
ginations ſome of the weaker Fathers may 
have run into, it is certain thoſe who were 
of ſounder Judgments among them, agree 


with us in this Interpretation of it. Thus 


 Fulgentius*, treating profeſſedly of the For- 
ziveneſs of Sin, ſays, That our Lord and 
Saviour, by this Phraſe, does not intend, 
that any Sins which were not pardoned in 


this World, will be forgiven in the next; 


but ſhews, to Men of Underſtanding, that 
thoſe Sins, and no other, will be forgiven” ; 
or rather, as he might have ſaid, appear to. 
be forgiven © in the next World, which- 
were forgiven in the only and true Catho- 
1 Church in this World “. | 
Wee readily allow, that about the Time of 
our Lord's Incarnation, and ſomewhat be- 
fore, it was the Opinion of many of the 
| Jaws that every. one of the Children of 


8 Hoc verbo, Dominus & E 3 non * e HE 


e nta in futuro ſeculo dimittenda, quz in hoc ſeculo dimj la non 
fuerint, ſed bene intelligentibus oſtendit, non alia, fed: illa 
tantum in futuro ſeculo dimittenda, quæ in hoc ſeculo, in uns 


& vera Eccleſia Catholica fuerint unicuique dimiſſa. . 5 


19 Lib. de peccat. remiſſ. I. 6 34 | 
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5 aden after the Fleſh, who continued in 
the Profeſſion of Judaiſm, would, ſooner or 


later, be ſaved; and when the greater Evils, 
or more abominable Practices of ſome of 
them were objected to this Opinion, the 
Account they gave of it was, that all Sins: 
committed againſt the preceptive Part of 
the Law, were paſſed by upon a mere Re- 
entance; all ſuch as were committed 
againſt the Prohibitions of it, were forgi- 
ven, either in the great Day of Expiation, 
or by the Afflictions of this Life, eſpecially 


" they ended in Death, or however, after 


Death, either more immediately, or after 


5 ſome length of Time. Agreeable to which 


Notion ſome have thought our Lord to 
peak in this Place; not in the leaſt patro- 
nizing the Opinion, which has no Foun- 

dation either in Reaſon or Revelation, but 

that he might be more eaſily underſtood, and 
more fully declare the divine Reſentment 
againſt this Sort of Blaſphemy. However, 


let the determinate Meaning of the Place 
be what it will, there is not the leaſt Inti- 
mation given of Forgiveneſs obtain'd, either 


by the enduring of Puniſhment, or by the 


good Works and Prayer of the Devout in 
this World. 


As to he eas i quoted by 


| thew, it is evident, to every vapreJuciced: 


HE TS * Vid, wie Sanked, Fol. 37, 38. | 5 


Saints compleat in Glory. 45 
Reader, that the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of ſome - 
Teachers, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, who, 
with the reſt of the Saints, holding the 
Head, and adhering to Chriſt the great 
Foundation, might however be in Danger 
through Ignorance, or from the Temptation 
of Profit or Reputation, to build Wood, 
Hay and Stubble, or Doctrines foreign to, 
and, in ſome Meaſure, inconſiſtent with the 
Foundation ; whoſe Works .being contrary 
| to the Will of God, ſhould be burnt up; 
| deftroy'd, or come to nothing; though 
their Perſons eſcaped with apparent Danger, 
much Hazard and Difficulty: In which, 
perhaps, he alludes to the Prophets Phraſe, 
of a Brand plucked, or ſaved, out of - the 

Burning. As the whole Deſcription is Fi- 
gurative or Metaphorical, and he ſpeaks of 
himſelf as the Maſter-Builder, as laying the 


Foundation, and mentions Gold, Silver, and 


precious Stone, Wood, Hay, and Stubble ; 
which can have no literal Meaning: 80 
the Fire, by which every Man's Works ſhall 
be tried and made manifeſt; muſt certainly 
be underſtood as deſcriptive either of thoſe 
various Ways which Providence takes to 
convince Men of their Errors in this World. 
or that full Revelation which will be made 
of Truth in the great Day, when everx 


Man will know how far his Sentiments oe: 


8 2 
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* 


Poctrines were agreeable or contrary to it? 


And that this cannot be che imaginary mate- 
rial Fire of Purgatory, is evident; becauſe 


| {will try the Works of all, whether good 


er evil; whereas the Papiſts confine: its pus 
Ah ing Power to venlal Sins. 

As to the other Place mentioned by them 
0 in Peter, it is evident, that the Spirits, ſaid 
to be in Priſon, were tlie Spirits of thoſe 


who; formerly, were diſobedient, and wo 5 
abuſed the Long-ſuffering of God in the 


Days of Neah:; to theſe Chriſt once applied, 
by his Spirit, in the Miniſtry of that Preacher 


_ of Rightebuſneſs ; and when they had grie- 
ved = affronted his Spirit, he determined 
| be: ſhould ng longer externally ſtrive with 
them; and, in his Vengeance, ſwept them 


away by che Flood; Noah and his Family 


being W eniouſlg delivered. And though 


many have formed a Notion of a Limbus 


Peatrum, or a Place of Confinetnent, for 
* the Old Teſtament Saints, as there is not the 


laſt Colour for it in other Parts of Scrip- 
ture, ſo the Term Priſon, ſeems to confine 


the Senſe of this Text to the before menti- 
ond Diſobedient; and whereas the Papiſts 
r are at 2 Loſs to determine the 


ceſs of Chriſt's preaching to theſe Spirits 
in Priſon, or how far it prevailed to their 


Peliverance; we may ſafely conclude, that 
- as this World, and the Time of Life is the 

. 20 State of Probation, ſo as the Tree falls . 
TY 5 3 5 
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it lies; nor can the Devotions of — 
Relatives, or the Prayers of the Church, 
bring a wicked Dives out of Miſery, or pro- 
cure him the leaſt Drop of Water to cool 
his Tongue, any more than the Malice of 
Hell au Earth bring a holy Lazarus out of 
Abrabam's Boſom. We never read but of 
. two Places for departed Spirits; and our 
| Lord tells us, that there is a great Gulf fix 
ed between them ; nor is there any an 
from the one to the other. . 
And whereas the whole Foundation of 
this ſuppoſed Purgatory lies in the Diſtin- 
ction of mortal and venial Sins, it will be 
neceſſary to obſerve, Sins may be diſtin= 
guiſhed from each other, as more or leſs 
heinous in their Nature, and aggravating in 
their Guilt ; yet all Sin conſider d objectives = 


ly is infinitely evil; and the Apoſtle ſays ex. 


reſly, that the Wages of Sin is Death; where. 
56 is not ſpeaking of this or the other Ini- 
quity, but of Sin abſtractedly, as it is a Vio 
lation of the righteous Law of God, and al 
Injury to his manifeſtative Glory; and the 
Curſe is equally directed againſt all, , 
continue not in all Things which are written 0 
in the Book of the Law to do them u. And the 
Apoſtle James declares, he that offends bu 

| 25 one Point is guilty alli; and the In- 

ſtance he mentors,” is that of an unbecortis 


3 , Luke is | h Gal. iti, 10. ee ii. 10. ö 


2 ad . . * 
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ing Reſpect to Perſons. And our Lord de- 
| Clares, that of every idle Word, which the 
Fapiſts rank among the moſt, et Sins, 
Men ſhall give an Account in the, Day of 
Judgment; and adds as a Reaſon, . for by thy 
Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy Wards 
thou ſhalt be condemned x.. Nor is it diſpu- 
ted by Bellarmine himſelf, that many of the 
learned of their own Church. are diſpleaſed 
with, and deny the Diſtinction. But the 
<p of this. -Opinion will farther ap- 
ns As. it is a 1 Reflection on the 
Love, Merit, Power. and F aithfulneſs 1 
gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 10 
The ſtrongeſt Inſtance 5 the Redeemer's 8 
Affection for his People, chat we can poſli- | 
bly conceive of, is contained in that graci- 
ous Declaration, r the Fatber bath loved me, 
it. have I loued you; that i COP with an infinite 
and unchangeable Love. Now if the Father 
would not leave the Soul of his 8on in a ſe- 
Parate State, nor ſuffer his Body to ſee Cor- 
' Tyption, can we think it conſiſtent with the 
|  Redeemer's affect ionate Regards to his Peo- 
ple, that after all the Toil and Labour, the 
Taals and Afflictions, the Sorrows and 
Temptations they have met with in this 
Wap he ſhould Neb to be confined 
in a Place of Darkneſs and Miſery. . If . 
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Saints compleat in Glory. 49 
were the Caſe, it muſt ſurely ariſe from 
ſome Defect in their Title to the Inheri- 
tance prepared for them, and would be a 
ſtanding Reproach on the Merit of Chriſt's 
Blood, and the Value of his Satisfaction, 
which is the Ground and Foundation of it; 
but we are aſſured they have Redemption 
through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of their 
Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace; 
that they are juſtified from all Things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes; that there is now no Con- 
demnation to them, nor can any lay any 
Thing to their Charge; ſince he has died, 
is riſen again, and ever lives to make Inter- 
-ceffion for them; he bore their Sins in his 
own Body on the Tree; died the ſuſt for 
the Unjuſt, that he might bring them to 
God, that is, to the Viſion: and Injoyment 
of him, having purged away their Sins by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf; he hath by one 
Offering for ever perfected them who are 
ſanctified; inſomuch that God declares, he 
has blotted out their: Tranſgreſſions, and their 
Sins and Iniquities ill he remember no more. 
Nov if the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from 
all Sin, and they are waſhed from their Sins 
in the Blood of; the Lamb, What Objection 
ſhnould remain againſt their immediate Ad- 
miſſion into his (glorious Preſence ? If it is 
ſaid, they are not thoroughly cleanſed from 
all Unrighteouſneſs, it muſt be becauſe he 
| — either 
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50 Saints compleat in Glory. 
either would not, or could not make them 
clean; the former is highly injurious to his 
Love, the latter is little leſs than Blaſphemy 
to his Power; be who made the World by 
bis 'almighty Will, and upholds it by the 
Word of his Power, can, with eaſe create 
in us a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit 
within us; he is ſtronger than the ſtreng 
Man armed, and is as thoroughly furniſhed 


of our Faich. 
bis Truth and Faithfulneſs: It is the Glory 


He has expreſly told his Diſciples, In my Far 
bers Houſe are many Manjions:; if it were 
nor e, I would have told you,: I go to pre- 
pure u Place for you. And if il go and prev 
pare 'a Plate for you, I will come again and 


receive you unto my elf, that where J am 


there: ye may be alſo”, Now if the Report 


be either falſe or partial, it muſt be charged : 


on him as a Violation of that Integrity 


” licks 3s eſſential to him as the God of 


Truth, and will be always found with him 
as the great Prophet of the Church; nor 
Can we conclude, that he who was ſent to 


reveal the Will of the Father to us, and 
by whole: Goſpel Life and Immortality are 
l more clearly ro light, pag n 


* 
FFC = Joba xiv, 3. ; 
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to be the Author, as he is to be the Tainer 


Farther, it is aku inconſiſtent with 


+ 


of Chriſt that he is a faithful Witneſs, 425 | 


Saints compleat in Glory. gt. 
been filent on this Head, had there been the 
leaſt Foundation mr N 
So that the Doctrine of Purgatory 15 not 
more unſcriprural than inconſiſtent with th 
Loye of the Redeemer's Heart, the Merit of 
his Sacrifice, the Power of his Arm, and hl 
F. aithfulneſs to his Promiſes. 

It is a moſt mercenary, ſelfiſh, and car⸗ 

pal Notion, viſibly calculated to impoſe on 
the Weak and Credulous, and inrich th 

Prieſthood ; ; for beſides their exempting all 


who have enter'd into a Vow of Chaſtity hs 


and canonical Obedience, that is, the Prieſts, 
they leaye out of this deplorable Caſe l 
who have enter 'd into a Vow of Porerty, 
that is, ſuch as have parted with their All 0 
the C urch, and by whom nothing farther 
is to be gained; Nor can it eaſily be con 
hg at Mop of rollerable Senſe 
| palin Fes ſhould give into, and ſtrenuouſly 
weinen Fol 1 9 an Opinion; but from 
ME ai 5 xperience of the great Advantag ge 
at ling from it to themſelves, who. take 
Care to be well paid for every Maſs and 
* for the Dead. Our Lord has told 
that he hath the Keys of Hell and of Death; 
e opens, and np Man ſhutteth; [ho ae 
as in other Relpeds, Dey. have criminally 
Mane To wreſt the o wer out of his 
Hands, 6 divide i it among themſelves, * 
As ba e Doctrine of Paradiſe, as diſtinct 


from Heaven, though countenanced we Philo © 
„ | E 2 18 0 _ dhe 
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the 22 Ireneus, Tertullian, and others 
among the Ancients, and borrowed from 
them by Dr. Whitby, of late, I can fee no 
other FBundation for it, than the Miſtake | 
of the Word Paradiſe, as it is uſed i in the 
New Teſtament ; a Term manifeſtly uſed 
by the Jews to fignify the Injoyment of God 
in a State of Happineſs; it is however to 
be obſerved, that the Account they give us 
of it, is vaſtly different from the Romiſb 
Purgatory, as they deſcribe it to be a Place 
of Purity and Bliſs, though not equal in 
Degree to what the Saints fhall enjoy when 
they” come to Heaven. As to the Phraſe of | 
being Teceived into Abraham's Boſom, it 1 
evidently” taken from the Cuſtom! of the 
; Eaſtern Countries, and che Manner of their 


3 tends no more chan Viech down with Abra- 
. , Jfaac and 7 1gdo! 
God And when the Thief upon the Croſs 
ray d, Lord, remember me ben thou comeſt. 
into thy Kingdom, and had the Promiſe: from 
a dying Saviour, this Day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe" ; ' we cannor juſtly ſuppoſe, 
that he meant any other than the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and that our Lord's Re} ply aſſu- 
ted de bim an immediate Aadmiſfon into it. 
When the Apoſtle ſays, that he was taught 
up into lr e, and heard poet 
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1 Words, he explains it himſelf by. being caught 


5 to the third Heavens »; beyond which we 
ate never told of any other Place, where 

God manifeſts his Glory, and where his 
People are to dwell. So that we dare not 
be wiſe above what is written, but conclude 
with the Apoſtle, that when the Soul is ab- 
ſent n the Body, it is preſent with the 
Lord. 

Nor can we find any Reaſon from the 
Word of God, to think as many have done, 
that the Soul of the Believer, when ſeparate 
from the Body, remains ſenſeleſs aſleep, or 
unconſcious, without Imployment or Enter- 
tainment: For, as it is highly probable that 
ſome Degree of Thought or Reflection, is an 
eſſential Property of the rational and immor- 
tal Part; ſo the Account we have of the In- 


habitants of Heaven, is, that they are . | 


fore the Throne of God, ſerving him Day and. 

Night in his Temple, They fall down before 

him that ſat on the Throne, = worſhip him, 
| avho liveth for ever and ever, caſting their 
Growns before: his 7. brone, ſaying, Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, Honour 
and Power v. Ic i is readily granted, that the 
Bodies, of the Saints are, as it were, aſleep, 
or reſting in the Graves; ; they fleep in the 
Duſt ; and thus Man lieth down and riſeth 
Ao! . fl the Heavens be na more. And 


2 c xt $5 » Rev. jy; 10, 11. Chap, vil 15. | 
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thus when our Lord ſays, Lazarits ſſecpeth; 

he explains it by ſaying, Lazaris is deu“; 

and this, very conſiſtently with their entering 
into Peace, and walking in their Upright- 
neſs, according to the Prophet's Deferip- 
tion of the Death of the Righreous, his Bg- 
dy reſts as in a Bed, his Soul enters inte 
Peace; which ſuppoſes a Capacity for the 
actual Poſſeſſion of it: Whether the Apo- 
ſtle, when caught up into the third Hea- 
vens, was in or out of the Body, it's equally 
to our Purpoſe; for he heard unſpeakable 
Words; ſo that whether he was in a Tranſe, 
or ſeparated for a ſhort Time, from the 
Body, it's certain his Soul was conſcious and 
actively employ'd. And when our Lord 


ſays to the Thief, as before mention d, This 


Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, he 
could by no Means be underſtood by him, 


as referring to the Day of the Reſurrection; 


4 


but that, within the Space of that Day, he 
ſhould be admitted to the-Work of Heaven, 
and behold the Glories of the inviſihle State, 
And we muſt think the Apoſtle, when he 
ſays, I am in @ Strait betwixt two, having 
4 Defire t0 depart, and to be with Chrift 3 
ubicb is far better ; to be either criminally 
- weary of his Work; and impatient of Suffer- 
ing, or to affign'a moſt weak and fooliſh | 
Reaſon for this his Solicitude : Can it ever 
n , 1, 14. Phil 1.2. 
in | . a i 
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be thought, a Man who had ſo much Zeal - 
for God, ſo much Love to the Redeemer, 
and Delight in being ſerviceable in his 
Hand to the Souls of Men, could ſpeak of 
being in a Strait, or under the leaſt Difficul- . 


ty to determine which was moſt eligible 5 ; 
be preaching the Goſpel, diſplaying the 


Glories of his Lord, promoting his Cauſe 
and Intereſt in the World; or in a State of 
abſolute Inſenſibility, where he ſhould nei» 


: ther do, nor enjoy any Thing. But he takes 


it for granted, when he quitted the Taber- 

nacle of the Body, he ſhould be with 
Chriſt ; which he declares to be far better: 
What! better to be aſleep, without Thought, 
in a State next to that of Annihilation, than 
to enjoy the Delights of Communion” and 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt, in his ſecret Retirge 
_ ments and publick Miniſtrations ! How un- 
_ worthy would it be of him, for whom to 
live was Chriſt ? Nor does he merely ſup- 
poſe for himſelf, as a peculiar Favourite of 
Heaven, that he might eſcape this horrid 
State of Neutrality and Indifference, and be 
admitted to the Preſence of his Saviour; but 
ſpeaks of it with an Air of Reſolution and 
TCertainty, as the common Aſſurance of God's 
People, Ve nom that when the earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle ts diſſolved, we haue 
2 Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens: What, a 
Building to lie empty! an Houſe uninhabi- 
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ted till the laſt Day, Manſions in our Fa- 


ther's Houſe unoccupied | Surely, bad this 


been the Caſe, he had little Reaſon to add, 


We are confident, and willing rather to be 


abſent from the Body, and to be preſent with 


the Lord. To ſay that we are preſent with 
him only as the inanimate Parts of the Crea- 
tion are under his Eye, and upheld by his 


Power, not to ſay that this ſeems moſt con- 


trary to the very Notion of Spirits, but muſt 


be conceived, if there is any Foundation for 
it, to be inflicted as a Degree of Puniſh- 


ment: Now Juſtice it ſelf has no Demand; 


nor can the Holineſs of God find the leaſt 


Fault with the Soul of a Bel iever compleatly 


Jultified, and perfectly ſanctified; nor can 
there be any Meaning in the Parable of 
Dives and Lazarus, if we are not to think 
of the one as in a State of poſitive Happi- 
neſs, as well as of the other in the Experi- 


_ence of Miſery; and the very Requeſt of the 
rich Man, that Lagarus might be ſent to ad- 


miniſter ſome Relief, is intirely inconſiſtent 


With the Notion of Soul ſleeping.” Beſides, 
our Lord repreſents their Condition as un- 


alterably fixed; nor does he give the leaſt 
Intimation of any farther State of Service or 


Joy re ſerved for Lazarus, now eee wo 
2 be. ee and intended 
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0 know that ſome Paſſages of Scripture 
fuk of the Reward of the Saints, as reſer- 


ved for them to the Day of Judgment; and 


the Apoſlle particularly mentions his Crown 


of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous | 


Fudge ſhould give him in that Day: But 
this relates to the Completion, and not to 


the Introduction of their Felicity; every 


one who obtains the Victory, and overcomes 
by the Blood of the Lamb, has his Crown 
and his Palm given him upon his firſt En- 
trance into the new Jeruſalem; but there 


may be ſome Reſerves of Glory, ſome addi- 


tional Beauties ſhed on him when he comes 
in the laſt Day to receive his Body, and make 


up a Part of the ſbining Retinue of his ex- | 


alted Saviour and Judge. 
If it be farther inquired, When the Soul i is 
made thus perfect, ſince the Bleſſing is not 
to be found on Earth, and without it there 
is no Admiſſion to Heaven? We anſwer, 


The ſame Stroke that breaks the Union be- ; 
tween Soul and Body, removes at once all 
Defilement from the immortal Part, and the 


Work of Sanctification is then Finiſhed in 


Righteouſneſs. It will not be diſputed, but 


this is eaſy with Omnjpotence, and, from 
what Judgment we can form of departing 


Saints, as the greateſt Part of them, by far, 
have made ſome Complaint of themſelves to 


2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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the very laſt; and others have been under 
the violent Aſſaults of Satan, who has raged 
the more, becauſe he ſaw his Time was 

fort; we can hardly think that they were 
wholly free from Imperfection whilſt here: 
And the Scripture having poſitively aſſured 
us, that nothing that defiles ſhall ever enter 
into Heaven, it is moſt reaſohable to con- 
elude, that the Moment they are diſcharged 
from their Warfare, and when they come to 
the End of their Race, they are at once ful- 
ly prepared for the Joys of an everlaſting 
Triumph. os „„ 
And as Angels are repreſented as ſo many 
miniſtring Spirits, ſenc forth to attend the 
Heirs of Salvation, and our Lord ſpeaks of 
the Soul of Lazarus as convey'd by them 
into Abrabam's Boſom; it has generally 
been aſſigned to them as their Province, to 
receive the Spirit when diflodged, and car- 
rying it through the Territories of the Prince 
of the Power of the Air, to introduce it into 
the Preſence of the King of Glory, and diſ- 
poſe of it among the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, who are before the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, for ever and ever.. 


= 


And from this Specimen we have now 
had of the Doctrine of Rome, we may form 
ſome judgment of the Errors of that Church, 
and the Mercy of a Deliverance from their 
Tyranny, Superſtition, and Idolatry : Time 
was when England paid Thouſands yearly - 
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to that See for Indulgencies, e 
and Prayers for the Dead. And as ſtupid - 
and ridictitous as the Doctrine of Purgatory 
may appear t6 us now, it was bnce the re- 
ceived pition of out Fbre-fathers: Arid if 
Sad for our Iniqulties, and Abuſe of Privi- 

leges, ſhould yer again give us up to Blind- 
nes of Eyes 15 Hardael of Heart, our 
Conſciences and Pürſes may lie at the Mer 
cy of thoſe blind Guides, whole Religion is 
Pigetity, and whoſe Aim is Spoil. Cans 
not Help here obſerving, that the Door at 
which Popery ſeems to be likely to enter 
among vs; is not only the Profaneneſs and 
Impiety of the Multitude, but eſpecially 


the Contempt with which all experimental 


Godlineſs is tfeated by profeſſed Deiſts, 
who are bantering and ridiculing every: 
Thing that is ſacred, and exalting the Pow? 
os of human Nature, 1 in direct Oppoſition 
to Scripture and Experience. And it is to be 
lamented, how far ſome who profeſs to be 
Preachers of the Goſpel, as to the Doctrine 
of Merit, run into the Camp of the Adver- 
ſary, whilſt it may eafily be ſhown, that 
the beſt Antidote againſt the ſpreading Poi- 
ſon of Popith Errors, is à ſpiritual Rnow- 
ledge of the Nature, Neceflity, Reality and 
Perfection of Chriſt's Satisfaction; nor can E 
ſee any Man fo likely to give into the Sacri- 
1 of the Maſs, as he who believes himſelf, 
mm con teaches athers, that the Sacrifice of our 
| Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt was mare figurative and 
metaphorical. 

And how comfortable is = Reflection to 
a Believer, chat when abſent, from the Body, 
a Body that he is ſometimes loch to leave, 
he ſhall be immediately preſent with the 
Lord! This, though upon other Accounts, 
he might wiſh to ſtay, when in a right 
Frame, will make him fay with the Apo- 
ſtle, Iam rather willing to depart, and tobe 
with Chriſt ;; which is far better than the 
beſt Situation in this World; here the Soul 
is at beſt incumber'd with the Body, which, 
as a dead Weight, keeps it down, and hin- 
ders it in its Deſire after, Contemplation of, 
and Communion with God, and as a Snare 
and Burden often makes a Saint cry out, O 
wrelched Man that I am ! But when un- 
cloathed, it ſhall aſcend as a bright Flame 
of Zeal and Affection, to the Father of Spi- 
rits, its Original and Portion; no more any 
uneaſy Senſations attending it from the acute 
Pain of bodily Diſtempers, no more Diſor- 


ders from fainting. Spirits, or languiſhing 
Nature, but for ever ſtrong and vigorous in 
the Exerciſe of every heavenly Grace; its 


Attention ſhall no more be called off by the 


Returns of Hunger and Thirſt, by the Cares 
of. Life, or a Concern to maintain the tot- 
tering Taberngcle ; who would not wiſh ta 


of for ſuch, an. er ? 
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And how dreadful is the Caſe of the Wien | 


ked, when the ſhort Span of Life is mea 

ſured; and their few remaining Sands 74 
out, the Summons will come, Give an Ac- 
count of thy Stewardſhip this Night, this 


Day, this Hour, or this Moment, thy Soul is 
eg bired at thy Hands; no more any State 


of Trial, nor any poſſible Releaſe from the 


Chains of everlaſting Darkneſs; no Prayers 


of Friends are either required, or can reach 
their Caſe, no Drop of Water to cool their 
Tongue, or the leaſt Abatement, or Ceſſa- 
tion of Miſery; but dying Chriſtleſs, they 
drop into Hell, that Lake which burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone, 
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8 E have ſeen han Ae Soul of N 

the departed Saint will be glo- 
rious on its Separation from 
the Body, we are now to take 
a View of the material Part, 
54 that frail and dying Part, 
5 which will, &er long, be laid in the Grave, 

to awake out of the Duſt in the Morning of 


the — 


4 — #Y TY 
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And here we © pit conſider che Taber 


cle as taken down at the divine Command, 


as under the Care of Chriſt, whilſt in its fas 


lent Repoſitory, and as called forth by him 


to be cloathed with Beauties, and faſhiond 


like unto bis own glorious Body. Pbe 
Wicked are cut off in God's Anger, like the 
leprous Houſe, often thrown down with 
Violence, and always with Execration. But 
not a Circumſtance in the Death of the Saints 
but is determined by infinite Love, and un- 
: — — Wiſdom, as well as awful Sovereighte 


: we Death cannot ſeize the Believer but 0 


with Leave from Heaven; and as he lines 


the Charge of Providence, fo he dies he- 


loved of 3 When the Lord has catar 


pleated his Deſigns of Grace upon him and _ 
aarge 3 and Death = f 


by him, he ſigns his Diſcl 
how formidable ſoever in his Approach," 


the: clara: Friend ef the ede, 


Lord, the Meſſenger ſent to bring them to 
their Father's Houſe, to poſſeſs the Kings 
dom he has prepared for them. The Death 


of the Uagodly, is Part of che Wages of Sin 
and brings a Curſe along with it; * blei- 
{ed are the Dead who die in the Lord; R 
neither Life nor Death can ſeparate * e 


from the Love of _ which is in C 
Jeſus. 


| ae eee , ſometimes an are ſnatch- 
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ed away with a ſeeming Precipirance, when 
a Deluge of Evil is breaking out upon a 
Nation; and now and then they inay fall in 
a publick Calamity, ſometimes in the Field, 
and ſometimes at the Stake, ſome by pining 
Sickneſs and waſting Infirmities, others by 
ſudden Diſorders, leaſt thought of and ex- 

| pected; But he who has fixed the Bounds of 
their Habitations, and appointed the Number 
of their Months, always, in the fitteſt Seaſon, 
collects his Jewels, and makes their Death a 
Bleſſing to them: Nor can any Thing diſ- 
ſolve the Relation between the Head and the 
Members, their Bodies being Temples of the 
Foly Ghoſt, and allied to him, who, as the 
Children, partook of Fleſh and Blood, him 
ſelf alſo, in like Manner, took Part of the 
ſame, continue related to him when ſtretch- 
ed out cold and lifeleſs. The Soul upon the 
Breach of its Union with the Body, has no 
anxious Cares for its former Companion; 
and the very Duſt of the Saints is precious 
in the Eyes of the Lord, ſo precious, that, 
2. He has his Eyes ever upon it, nor will 
he ſuffer one Particle to be loſt. The many 
Changes under which it paſſes, whilſt ſub» 
ject to Corruption, and mouldering in the 
Grave, are all within the View, and under 
the Cognizance of him, who will one Day 
command the Sea and the Earth to give up 
their Dead; and though it is as fooliſh as it 
is impious, for us to ſearch the Tombs for 
Wl = oo Relicks | 
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Relicks of the Dead, as if they could be of 
any ſervice in Seaſons of Diſtreſs or Dans 


ger; yet we may reſt aſſured, where-ever his © 


Falneſs is, it is always under his Care, nor 
will he loſe any one Part of it: In vain then 
does the cruel Perſecutor, or the ſuperſtiti- 
_ ous Bigot, bring out the Bones of Martyrs, 
or Confeſſors, and expreſs their Reſentment 
againſt them by committing them to the 
Flames, whilſt it is beyond the Power of any 
Creature to annihilate the leaſt Part of Mat- 

ter; and their Aſhes, how diſtantly ſoever 
| ſcattered, ſhall all be preſerved. as the 


Foundation of thoſe glotious Bodies, which, 


with exquiſite Skill, ſhall be made fit for 
the Service and Enjoyment of God ; for; 
That the Body will be raiſed, how ridi- 
culous ſoever it might ſeem even to the 
_ Wiſer among the Heathens, is not only 
highly reaſonable in it ſelf, but clearly and 
fully revealed in the Word of God. Jos is 
very expreſs concerning himſelf; I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that be ſhall 


tand at the latter Day on the Earth, And 
though after my Skin Worms deſtroy this Body, | 
yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God: Whom I ſhall © © 
Fee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another, though my Reins be conſumed e 
within me*, And Daniel ſpeaking of thoſs 
who are ſleeping in the Duft of the Earthy 
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fs Saints — Glory. 
ſays, that many, that is, a large Hoſt, which 
no Man can reckon up, fall awake ſame ta 
everlaſting Life, and, ſeme to Sbamé and ewer- 

ng Contempt *. And in the New 'Fefta- 
ment, Martha ſneaks of- it as what ſhe was 
thoroughly. perſpaded of; I know. that my. 
Brother: ſhall: ariſe again in the — 
1 the laſs, Day. And the Apoſtle is very 


in afferting this Doctrine, in the 15th Chap- 

ter of: the firſt Epiſtle. to the Corinthians, 

from. the 12th Verſe, to. the. End of the 
Chapter. 

FJSaometimes this Work: i is aſcribed; to this 
Father; thus of him it is ſaid; he. raiſes tbe 
Dea. ws quickens them a; and ſometimes. 
tothe Son, who is. repreſented as one. who 
"Ml ſpell change. our. vile Bodies according to. bis 
_— gory. Hutz; whereby be is able to ſubdue 
= Woh ngs to himſelf * and ſometimes to the 


| mortal Bodies of the Saints ſhalb be quic- 


1 > - well as in Nature and Glory. 


Fend % the Spirit that dwelleth. in them f: 
Nor is there. any Inconſiftency.1 in. this, fnce Ace. 
the eternal Three are one. in Operation, as 


\ As. to. the Time ben. the. Wie ot che. 


quit; nee. che Sever is. lock d up in the 
ue — 18888 no, not che. Angels 


d ® John v v. 2. | 


ge in explaining, as well as clear and full 


Aly Goll for the Apoſtle ſays, that the 
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81 God, nor the Son of Man himſelf, ag 
Man, knows the Day, or Hour, as oup 
bimſelf obſer ves, but the Father on- | 
s and there is a viſible Reaſon for the _ 
Concealment of it ; that we might always 
be upon our Watch, and t for 'biy 
P 
Many other Inquseies have been made ay 
to the Place where the Reſurrection ſhall bez 
and whether the ſame numerical and indivi- 
dual Body ſhall be raiſed, and whether the 
Reſurrection ſhall be confined to the Saints, 
and the Bodies of the Wieked be annihilated, 
or remain in a State of Corruption; Queſti- 
ons not ſo immediately before us, Let it ſuf- 
fice to obſerve, that inafmuch as the Wicked 
are ſcoffingly ſaying, Where is the Promiſe 
of his Coming ? That the Time is mee 
on, when the Lord of Life and Glory, t 
| great Immanuel, ſhall deſcend from Hea⸗ | 
ven, accompanied by Millions of Angels, D 
and. all his Saints; when the Trump | 


God ſhall ſound,” and the Dead come ou? of — 


their Graves; and ſhall hear the Voice "MP - . 
the Son of God; and hearing they ſhall-five 3 
ariſe again, and appear before him; and} 
whilſt che Wicked fhall be coveted WI 5 


Shame, and cloathed with Confufton, e 


very Boakesiof the Saints ſhall appear brij ie 5 | 
© tru For | in char D Day: — 


-# Mark x xiii. TR 
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1. They will be perfectly free from all 
the Blemiſhes, Defects, Infirmities, or De- 
formities, which attend them in this Wggld. 
They will no more be ſubject. tdi 
neſs, Pain, Hunger, Thirſt or Wearineſs, 


| Inconveniences, which often make the Saint | 
F complain whilſt here: Nor is the moſt come- J 
> ly, beauteous Perſon on Earth, to be com- 


pared with the Redeemed of the Lord, when 
raiſed without Spot, Blemiſh, Wrinkle, or 
any ſuch Thing; and what adds to the 
Conſideration is, that it is a Beauty which 
ſhall not fade, but remain compleat and 
perfect, through the ae A= of 
= ; Eternity. 8 
tro Children of God, in common with. 
8 thereſtof Mankind, are ſometimes expoſed 
| to the barbarous Inſults of thoſe who inhu- 
manly make themſelves merry with the na- 
tmtural or accidental Deformities of their Fel- 
. low. creatures; Paul himſelf (peaks, bow 
WH through the Infirmity of the Fleſh, he preach- 
e the Goſpel to the Galatians; and menti- 
ons it to their Honour, that the Temptation. 
oo. which was in his Fleſh they deſpiſed not, nor 
oO *rejefted*; plainly i intimating, that this had. 
been the Ges in other Places; and we find 
ſome falſe Teachers in the Church of Co- 
ranth, objected againſt him, that his bodily 
of - Preſence was weak, and his Speech contenp- 
ae ; but nothing of this will be found a 
Gul. iv. 1211 %%% | 2 Cor. x. . 8 
W „ 5 vi 


—— 
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with the Saint in the great Day; when it is 
highly reaſonable to conclude, that a Per: 
foaiſh of Beauty will adorn him, Beauty 
far ſurpaſſing that of our firſt Parents in Pa- 
radiſe. Here the Body is perpetually expo- 
ſed to innumerable Accidents from without, 
and frequently ſubje& to many internal Diſ- 
orders; a Want of Exerciſe endangers 
Health, by feeding and promoting groſſer 
Humours ; and there is no Attendance to it, 
vithout ſome Degree of Wearineſs. How 
much Time is ſpent in providing for the 
returning Calls of Appetite; and a little Ex- 
ceſs in its Indulgence, is as dangerous to the 
Conſtitution as diſhonourable to our Benefa- 
ctor. In a Word, how much of our Time 
is taken up in anſwering thoſe Queſtions, of, 
What ſhall we eat? or, What ſhall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal ſhall we be cloath-' 
ed? With what Care and Application do 
we prop up the tottering Tabernacle z and 
after all we find, that in Time, it will diſ- 
ſolve, and muſt be taken down ; and the 
moſt that can be ſaid of our Life at preſent, 
is, that it is a Succeſſion of Hunger and 
Thirſt, Pain and Sickneſs, Toil and Weari- 
_ neſs, whilſt the Body is continually expalinh, 
to the Inclemency of Air and Seaſons; one 
while pinched with cutting Cold, and pre- 
ſently fainting under the Weight of Rory 
Heat, till at length its Strength impairs, i 
Beauty fails, and 1 it drops cold and uncome- 


J 
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. into the Grave. But oh! with what 
ranſports of Joy will the Soul of the Be- 
lever meet its former Companion i in the lf 
ay | when there will be no Part wanting, 
nothing ſaperfluqus ; when he ſhall be no 
more troubled with the Cravings of Hunger, 
or the Diſquietude of Thirſt ; nor complain 
with Jonab, af the ſcorching Heat of the 
Sun; but whilſt the Saviour will be ſhed- 
ding every Kind of Beauty upon him, all 
Things that ſurround him ſhall concur to 
compleat and perpetuate his Felicity. 

2. The Body of a Saint, when called out 
of the Grave, will be immortal and in- 
cotruptible: It it ſown in Corruption, but 
1 3s raiſed in Incorruption; for the Dead 
Mall be raiſed incorruptible, and this Corrup- 
f16le will put on 1 Incorruption, and this Mer 7 
tal Immortality x. 

A Man can hardly take any . No- 
tice of himſelf, but he muſt obſerve, that 
the Seeds of Death are found within him; 
nor is there à Perſon in the World, how di- 
ſtinguiſbed ſoever for Health or Strength, 
but will ſooner, or later add to the Trophies 

of this univerſal Conqueror; we may ſay 
with Job, ta Corruption, Thay art our Fa- 

Her ; and to the Worm, Thou. art our Si- 
Aer: God will briog each, of us to Death, 


and ig, the Gray, | the Hoy appointed for 


* 


| * e. u. en 1 Job xvii, 14. | a | 
$4 al 
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all living; the Time is haſtetiing on; When 
Bod will change our Cduntenancè „ and 
| ſend us away; and the Queſtion muſt be re- 
folved into an univerſal Negative; What 
Man is he who liveth and ſhall rt {es 
Death? fince it is appointed to all Men 
once to die, and after Death the Judgment. 
There may be a Difference as to Time #h 
Circumſtances ; one dying in his full Strengil, 
being wholly at eaſe and quiet : Whih bis 
Breafts are full of Milk; and his Bonèſ mi- 
| flened with Marrow. Another dying in the 
1 Bitterneſs of bis Soul, never eating with 
| Pleaſure ; bur in this they all agree, thy lit 
down alike in the Duſt together, and tb 
Worms fhall cover themen: But in Heaven, 
as there will be no more Pain, nor Grying, 
ſo there ſhall be no more Death, Death 2 
the laſt Enemy; and when he is ſwallowed 
up of Victory, there will be a ſufficient 
Foundation for the triumphant Inquiry; O 
Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where 
it thy Victory? Then the Body, as well at 
the Soul, will be immortal; not in the 
ſame Senſe in which God is ſo, who only 
hath Immortality and eternal Life; nor ex- 
actly in the ſame Manner as Angels, or eve 
the Soul its Companion; for the Body Wil 


ſtitill remain diſtind from the Mind, and be 

incorruptible, not ſo much in it ſelf, 8 
though it were indiviſible, and abſolutely in- 
n oe: 
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capable of all Impair or Alteration, but 


from the Appointment and Conſtitution of 
_ God, who will preſerve it by his almighty 
err. in a State of Exiſtence and Per- 
| fection. ww 
Ir is ſomething Shocking 1 to us, even in 
our utmoſt Vigour and Strength, to conſider 
that one Part of us muſt be reduced to 
Duſt, and lie ſcattered in the Bowels of the 
Earth, for, perhaps, many Generations; 
nor can any Thing ſo eaſily conciliate our 
Mind to the Determination of our heavenly 
Father, in this Reſpect, as the Remem- 
brance. that-when once the Soul ſhall be re- 
united to the Body, it will be no more un- 
cloathed to the endleſs Ages of Eternit. 
3. The Bodies of the Saints will be raiſed 
| Pur and holy, guiltleſs and accepted, with- 
out inherent Pollution or imputed Guilt. 
Many and various are the Opinions of Di- 
vines about the Manner of propagating Cor- 
' Tyption, or contracting Defilement ; and, 
perhaps, it may be true in the moſt ſtrict, 
abſtracted, or philoſophical Senſe, that meer 
Matter is incapable of finning ; yet it is cer- 
Tajn, it may be objectively a Temptation to 
it, and the Occaſion. of it, as well as it is 
frequently the Inſtrument, and always the 


Aſſociatęe of the Soul in the Commiſſion of 


it. It is obſervable therefore, that the Apo- 
ſtle, in the Citation he brings to confirm what 
” had befors ene, that both Jews and 


| Gen 
W 5 : . oe 75 
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Gentiles are all under Sin, does not only take 
Notice of the Darkneſs of the Underſtanding, 
and the Obſtinacy of the Will; that there 7s 
none that underſtandeth, none that ſeeketh f 
ter God; but adds, their Throat is an open 

Sepulchre ; with their Tongues they bave uſed 

Deceit; the Poiſon of Aſps is under their 

Lips; their Mouth is full of Curſing and Bit- 

terneſs ; their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blood: 


And elſewhere he ſpeaks of the Members of 


the Body, as yielded in a State of Unrege- 
neracy, as Servants e Uncleanneſs and to Ini- 
quity *; and even after Converſion he com- 
plains, that he ſaw a Law in his Members 
warring againſt the Law of his Mind, and 
bringing him into Captivity to the Law of 
Sin, which made him groan out that heavy 
Complaint, O wretched Man that I am! 
Who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death? And the Apoſtle James ſingling 
out the Tongue among the Members, ob- 
ſer ves, that where the Man is unſanctified, 
it is a Fire, a World of Iniquity, that it de- 

fileth the whole Body, and ſetteth on Fire the 
Courſe of Nature, and is ſet on Fire of Hell; 
that it is an unruly Evil, full of deadly Poi- 


on. Nor have we the leaſt Reaſon to ima- 


A &. 


gine, that the Soul only is intended, when 
the Apoſtle concludes all under Guile. Com- 
panions and Aſſociates are cognizable by the 
Rom. iii. 11, 13, 14, 15 Chap. vi. 19, » Chap. | 
„ / TT 
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Law in capital Caſes ; whilft the Bond of 
Union remains ufibroke between Soul and 
Body, the Law conſiders them as Parties, 
denounces the Curſe againſt the whole Per- 
ſon of him who continues not in all Things 
written in the Book of the Law, to do 
them; accordingly the Puniſhment of Sin is 
not only repreſented by the gnawing of a 
ity Conſcience, or the Worm that dieth 
not; but alfo by the grievous Torments of 
the Body, in the Lake which burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone. | 
| There never was but one of the Sons of 
Men, fince the firſt Adam's Apoſtaſy, who 
was perfectly holy in his Nature and Con- 
verſation, harmleſs, and without Defile- 
ment, and ſeparate from Sinners; that holy 
Thing which was miraculouſly conceived 
„ee the Virgin, was untainted, free 
from the Pollution of Sin, as well as for 
ever ſecured from the Power and Dominion 
of it: And whereas the Redeemer, in his 


= amazing, Condeſcention, took the ſame Fleſh 


and Blood in kind, though without the 
Poiſon of Sin which i is found with his Bre- 
thren, and ſo the Head and the Members 
are of one common Nature; ſo the Time is 
coming on when their raifed Bodies ſhall 
reſemble his glorious Body in Purity and In- 
nocence, as well as in Dignity and Glory. 
What is ſaid of thoſe who have a Part in the 


firſt — holds good of every par- 
5 ticular | 
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ticular Believer, both in Body and Soul, 
that when he comes to Heaven, he will ap- 
pear to be blefſed and holy © : Nor can it be 
otherwiſe ; for without Holinel no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord; nothing that defiles, or is de- 
filed, can ever enter into the new TFeruſe- 
lem. And as there will be no Object from 
without, to move or excite thoſe diſorderly 
Paſſions and corrupt Inclinations, which are 
_ almoſt interwoven with our Nature in a 
State of Imperfection; fo, were they pre- 
ſent under all the Diſguiſes and Alurements 
with which they appear to us in this World, 
che Believer being perfectly ſanctified in 
Soul, in Spirit, and in Body, would feel no 
more, the leaſt Emotion towards them, a - 
Affection for them. p 
4. The Bodies of the Saints when raiſed, 


5 will be ſpiritual, active, and vigorous; not 


as we have before obſerved, that they will 
ceaſe to be material, or, that they will be 


changed into the forks "Subſtance with the a L 


Soul; for the Body will ſtill be a true and 
proper Body, having all the eſſential Parts 
and Properties of it, but for ever delivered 
from thoſe more groſs, heavy, and earthlx 
Qualities which attend it whilſt here: Thus 
the Apoſtle ſays, It is ſoun à natural Body, 
t is raiſed a ſpiritual _ it is 1 in 


= Weakneſs, it is raiſed in Pouer- 


* Rey, xx, n 3. Cor. zv. 43, 44. ” 
r 
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What our Lord in Compaſſion ſaid of his 
Diſciples, The Spirit is willing, but the 
Fleſh is weak *, is, in a Degree, true of the 
moſt active Servants in his Houſhold ; How 
doo the Diſorders of the Body frequently i in- 
diſpoſe for the Worſhip of God? What In- 
terruptions from Wearineſs, Sickneſs, Pain, 
or Drowfineſs? How does the intemperate 
Glow of Youth, or the ſickly Langour of 
declining Years, call off our Attention from 


heavenly Things? This, no Doubt, was 


one Reaſon of the Apoſtle's Wiſh to be 
gone, heighten'd, perhaps, if we give into 
the Opinion of many, by the Weakneſs and 
Tenderneſs of his natural Conſtitution. A 

few Hours in the Sanctuary, when the Mind 
is intenſe, and thoroughly employ'd, will 
bring Wearineſs to the Fleſh; and if the 
Exerciſe is carried on but a little too far, 
What a Loſs of ſpiritual Appetite, what a 
Pall upon our Reliſh? But they who are in 
the Temple of the living God above, ſerve 


3 Eng him Day and Night with renewed Vigour, I 
| and enlarged Delight; here the animal Spi- 


rits are ſubject to Decay, and are quickly 

ſpent and exhauſted ; but there, when Mil- 
lions of Ages are run out, they will be 
equally ready to their Work, and pleaſed 


- - - -with' their. Entertainment, as the very firſt 


Moment they entered upon it; the natural 


; I > ; t Matt, XXV1, 41, A \ ; 
| Sun 
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Sun will, one Day, ceaſe to ſhine; nor will 

the Moon, or the Stars always give their 

Light; but the Saint will never ceaſe 0 
love, worſhip and enjoy. 

How far like the Body of Chriſt 3 in its 

Aſcenſion, at the Direction of the Soul, 


they may be capable of moving from one 


Place to another, like a Ray of Light, or 
the Flight of an Eagle, is not for us to de- 
termine; but this we may depend upon, 
that in this, as well as in other Reſpects, as 
far as Beings compounded of Fleſh and 
Spirit are capable, they will be like the Ag 
gels of God: Which leads me, | 
Laſtly, To obſerve ; The Bodies a ths: 
; Saints, when raiſed, or in raiſing, ſhall be 
faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious: Body: *. 
This is a Circumſtance that could never 
Rare enter'd into the Heart of Man, bad: 
not God been pleaſed to reveal it unto us by 
his Spirit; of this the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when 
he ſays, As we have born the Image of the 
Earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the: 
Heavenly x. And the Apoſtle Sohn does not 
only ſpeak of the Privilege it ſelf, but ſeems! 
to give us ſome little Hint as to che Manner 
in which we ſhall be Partakers of it, when 
he ſays, Beloved, now are we the Sons of 
God; but it does not yet appear what we ſhall{ _ 
be: But we know, when he ſogit appear ue 


8 5 Phil, ii, 21. 1 Gon XV. 40. | 
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ſhall be like bim; for we ſhall fee him as he 
_ 757 80 that whilſt we behold, with Won- 
der and Gratitude, what God bath beſtowed 
on his Children already, that they are now 
taken into his Family, adopted to an In- 
heritance, made Heirs of himſelf, and Joint- 
Heirs with his Son ; it may yet be affirmed, 
that it does not appear what they ſhall be: 

But this we know, that one Day they ſhall 
be like him, and be ſatisfied with that 
Likenefs; and, perhaps, the Mercy may 
be given or enlarged in a Way of Viſion, 
whilſt the Saint looks with Amazement on 
the incomparable Beauty, and dazzling Lu- 


ſtre of his exalted Saviour, he may be chan- 


ged into his Likeneſs, from Glory to Glory: 
Me have it from the Lips of the Judge him- 


ſelf, that in that Day the Righteous ſhall 


ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of 
their Father, as the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
will ariſe and ſhine upon them in his fult 
Strength and unclouded Glory for ever; 

ſio each of them, like a Star, borrowing: his 
| Splendor from this Fountain of Light, ſhall 
bear ſome Reſemblance to him, though in 


all Things he is to have che Preheminenceʒ 5 


and it is worth our Notice, that ſo rare and 
exquiſite will the Beauty of the Saints be in 
Heaven, that it is repreſented as the Pro- 


duce of a fkilt ul Ar uſt, who! 18 to ſoon our” 
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vile Bodies like to his own glorious Body 3 
and in this he will imploy the ſame Omai 
tence as that by which he ſubdues all Things - 
to himſelf, 
How grand and magnificent is the De- 
ſcription which Daniel gives of the Per- 
ſon whom he ſaw in Viſion ; Then I lift | 
mine Eyes, ſays he, and hoked, and bebol 
à certain Man cloathed in Linen, whoſe Lodo 
were girded with fine Gold of Uphaz ; bis Body 
alſo was like the Beryl, and his Face as the 
Appearance of Lightning, and his Eyes as 
Lamps of Fire, and his Arms and his Peet like 
in Lolour to poliſh'd Braſs, and the Voice of bis 
Words like the Voice of a Multitude *.; and in 
Language equally majeſtic. The Apoſtle 
Jobe S colts dy that in the Midſi of the ſeven 
Gandleficks he ſaw one like unto the Son of 
Man, cloathed with a Garment drwn to tie I 
Foot, and girt about the Paps with a golden y 


” Girdle. His Head and his Hairs were white like 


Wooll, as white as Snow; and his Eyes were © ; 
as Flame of Fire; and þis Feet like unto ine . 3 
Braſs, as if they burned in a Furnace; and' - 
bis Voice as the Sound of many. Waters ; and 
his Countenance as the Sun ſhining in its 
Strength*. The Viſion had the ſame Effect 
on each of theſe Servants of God; they fell 
at Chriſt's Feet as dead, unable to hear u 
under the- Freſſure of his ane Gia 


1. ts. Dan. x. 16. . 1 13, 14, 15, 16. | 


hs. Sai ints cimpliat 5 en Glory. 


till he; laid his Hand- upon them, and 
Arengthen d them to receive thoſe farther 
Communications, which he deſign'd to make 
known to his Church by them: And thus 
the three favourite Diſciples, who were di- 
ſtinguiſhed with a View of a transfigured Je- 
ſus; when they ſaw His Face, that it ſhone as 
the Sun, and his Raiment was white as the 
Light, * white, that no Fuller on Earth 
5 white it; they fell on their Faces and 
were fore afraid. : 
But the Viſion of the Redeemer's Face i in 
e will be attended with perfect Love, 
which caſteth out all uneaſy Fears, the 
| "a will caſt their Crowns, indeed, at his 
Feet, and worſhip him with the vtmoſt Re- 
verence; but as the King's Son beholds the 
Majeſty of his Father, in the Day of his 
Coronation, with very different Sentiments 
from a Rebel or a Traitor; ſo the Church, 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, when made meet for 
heavenly Communion with him, will ſtand 
for ever raviſhed in his Preſence, looking, 
loving, and changing into his Likeneſs; 
as. Moſes brought down ſome of the bright 
Rays which ſurrounded him in the Mount 
to the Camp of 1/rael, and the People could 
not behold him till he had put on a Vail ©; 
ſo we have Reaſon to believe, that there 
would. be no converſing with Enoch ; 


es b Mare, xvii. W Raad, 35. 55 
1 | | „ Eu, 
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Elias, To! glorious are their very Bodies, 


were They to come down from Heaven, ar- 
ray d in their bright and ſhining Robes, and 


to tabernacle among vs. And let it be re- 
member' d, that the Saite are not only to 
reſemble Chriſt in that Purity and ſpotlefs 
Integrity which was found with him in a 
State of Humiliation, or be made meerl 


like to that Body of his, which he had on 


Earth, and which we muſt ſuppoſe to be 
exceedingly comely, till ir was marred with 
Sufferings ; bur che Promiſe is, that we 
ſhall be faſhion'd like unto: Chriſt's glorious 
Body, which is at the Right-hand of God, 
and moſt highly exalted ; fo that we ſee, as 
the Head is without Blemiſh, incorruptible, 
Holy, ſpiritual and glorious, ſo will rhe 
Members be in their Proportion ; and it will 


add to the Mercy, thar they Hank it from 


bim as their Savin 785 in him as their 
Pattern. ä 

Ho fooliſh then is FR Conduct of the 
Men of Dreſs and Faſhion, who ſpend more 
Time in their Choice of, or adjuſting their 


Apparel, than in a Concern to be cloathed ſs 


with the Robes of: Immortality ; ; ceaſe thy 
Pains, miſtaken Man, about that which is 
tranſitory and periſhing, and be earneſt with 
God, that chou mayſt not be found un- 


cloathed in the Day of his Son's appearing. 


And if there are any ſo provokingly wic- 
ked, as to affront the Maker, by mocking 
. 10 0p his 
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in 


his Workmanſhip, making the uta 
Blemiſhes, or natural Deformities of their 
Fellow. creatures, or Fellow- profeſſors, the 
Subject of their Ridicule, whilſt they have 
Reaſon to tremble, to think how they ſhall 
anſwer it another Day; let the Saint, who 
is the Subject of their profane Banter, reſt 
ſatisfied, ſince he has ſuch a Body, at pre- 
ſent, as his heavenly Father jodges beſt for 
3 ; and how much ſoever it may be at- 


tended with, or ſown in Diſhonour, it ſhall = 


off raiſed compleat i in Glory, 
An id are the Bodies of the Saints laid 3 5 
at the Command, and ſecured by the Care 
of Chriſt in the Grave ! What a comforting 
| Conſideration is this to the pious Mourner 
_efpecially when he has Reaſon to ſorrow as 
one who has Hope; perhaps a longer Con- 
tinuance of a near Relation, or a dear Friend, 
might be very defirable, and whilſt we 
- ought to be affected with the Hand of God, 
and our own Loſs, in their Removal, let 
us however leave immoderate Grief to thoſe 
who have no Hope of meeting again ; we 
are following them as faſt as the Wings of 
Time can carry us; and the Promiſe runs, 
Behold, I come quickly; and ſhould not the 
_ Believer, who has his Converſation in Hea- 
ven, join the Church in ſaying, * even 
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dune away. 


O ZN CAS FAving given you ſome A Ig | 
N [Z of Perfection, as it will be. 


found in the Soul and Body of 
the Saints, when they have doi [2 
SF wich Earth, and enter int 


Saviour at 3 laſt Day. We proceed, 
To confider it in its Relation to the Place 
h je they ſhall dwell for ever: Aud, 


| 8 * 2 J | 
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of Raven, and (hall meet cheir 2 
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* T he new. Feruſalem will be large and 
capacious, ſufficient to receive and entertain 

_ the whole Election of the Father's Grace, or 

all who are redeetned by the Son's Blood, 

and ſanctified by his holy Spirit; as ne one 


of theſe will be wanting in the Day when 
Chriſt makes up his Jewels; for all that the 


Father hath given him ſhall come unto him, 
and to them, who are enabled ro hear his 
Voice, and come unto him, he gives eter- 
nal Life, with an Aſſurance that they ſhall | 
never periſh; ſo there will be Room enough 
for them all; In my Father's Houſe, ſays our 
Lord, are many Manſjons* : As there will be 
many gather'd out of every Kindred, Tongue, 
and Nation, beſides the Thouſands that 
are ſealed in the Tribes of Hrael, ſo there 
will be a Manſion for every one of them; 
for the weak and trembling Babes, who are 
lubject to Doubting, and prone to Unbelief; 
as well as for Abrabam, who was ſtrong in 
Faith, giving Glory to God, and enabled to 
hope againſt Hope : For the Poor and Di- 
ftreſſed, the Deſpiſed and Contemned, who 
are rich in Faith, and precious in the Eyes 
of the Lord, as well as for thoſe who have 
been wealthy, great and honourable 3 in the 
World. 

' "Here the Saints are ſcatter'd all over the 
Earth, here and there one, like a Diamond 


John xiv. 2. | 
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In the Quarry ; and if aſſociated together, 
it is at beſt but into ſmaller Aſſemblies or 


Societies; nor is there any one Place of 


Worſhip ſufficient to contain them all, but 


in Heaven every one ſhall have his Seats 


for our Lord's Prayer runs, Father, I will 


hat they alſo, that is, each, and every indi- 
vidual, who either are living, or ſhall be ſo, 


through all the future Ages of Time, that 


all thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am, to behold my Glory . 


We have no need to purſue the Inquiry, 
hater an Apoſtle, or a Martyr, may have 
the higheſt Seat, or principal Place? fince _—: 
the Ingagement is, that all ſhall be with, - 


Chriſt, beholding his Glory, and jointly. 
employ'd in the Work of Praiſe. Thou- 
ſands, yea, ten Thouſand Times ten Thou- 


and ſtill we may ſay of the Church trium- 
Phant, as our Lord did of the Church mili- 
tant; And yet there is Room, Room to en- 


tertain all whoſe Names are written in the, 


Lamb's Book of Life. ; 
2. It is repreſented as a 11 17 0 prepared 


for the Saints, by infinite Wiſdom, and. 
boundleſs Love; I go, ſays, Chrifl, to pre- 


fare à Place for you ; not only as our elder. 


Brother, to take Poſſeſſion of it in; ung, 
e and hold it for our Abe but as out 


* "John x xvii, 16% 


43 N Pore. 


* * 


ſand have been taken up thither already; 
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Fore-runner, to refit it for our Reception; 

not that we are to imagine the heavenly Pa- 

lace has loft the leaſt Degree of its Beauty 

and Luſtre with which ic was originally a- 

dorn'd, when God erected his Pavillion there 

from the Beginning; there is no Duſt or 

Decay, but its high arch'd Roofs are as re- 

fplendent as in the firſt Moment of its Pro- 

duction; no Ruſt or Canker ſhall ever reach 

| thoſe pure Crowns of Gold which are worn 

by its Inhabitants; and yet may it not be 

very confiſtent with the Father's Regard for 

his Son, and the Son's Love to his People, 

that when the riſen Saviour was exalted at 

his right Hand, he might, like Princes in 

the Day of their Inauguration or Inveſti- 

ture, ſcatter ſome new Beauties around the 

Place, and give out ſome freſh Treaſures 

from his inexhauſtible Fulneſs. This how- 

ever is certain, our Lord would not have 

mmuade Uſe of it as an Argument of Conſola- 

*  Tion to his ſorrowing Diſciples, had it been 

| a Term without Meaning, or of which they 
could form. no manner of Conception. 

- Thar ſhe Saint muſt be prepared for Hea- 
ven, and be made meet, by the ſanctifying 
Iafluences of the Holy Spirit, for his Inhe- 

ritance may be eaſily accounted for, and 
_ will be readily acknowledged by every one 
Who has any tolerable Acquaintance with 
4 the Purity of God, and the Plague of hig 
| own Heart; but who could: ever have ex- 
| 
| 
| 


a 
l 
2 
: 
2. 
' : 5 
$4 
bd): 
- 
F: 

* 2 
4 
4 * 
* 
.. 

$ 

5 
# 
$ 
1 
0 
3 
e 
. 
5 
2 
9 
1 
. 
6 


Pa. 


8 
3 / 
"LD 


ind ed in Glory. 8 7 


edel to have heard of Heaven prepared for 
the Saints; perhaps it may, in ſome Degree 
| Iatend, that all ſhall be in Order, no Hurry 
or Confuſion; as is uſual when a Gueſt ſur- 
pries us at unawares, every Thing in Hea- 
ven will be ready at Hand, and thoroughly 
prepared. Without the leaſt Ruffle or Diſ- 


compoſure 1 in the Saint himſelf, or his Com- 8 


panions, he ſhall be conducted to that Place, a 
er that Part of the Kingdom which was de- 
ſigned for him from before the Foundation 


0 the World. 


It will be a Land of Viſion, eminently 

inlighten d wich the Glory of God, and of 
the Lamb. 

What ſeems primarily to r to the Glo- 
ry of the Church in the latter Day, when 
the Knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover the 

Earth, as the Waters do the Seas, may, with 
equal Propriety, be confider'd as a Predi- 

ction of that World of Light in which the 

Believer, in God's Light ſhall fee Light; : 

then the Sun Jhall be no more bis Eight by 

Day, neither for Brightneſs ſhall the Maou 

give Light unto bim; but the Lord ſhall be 

fo him an everlaſting Light, and his God his 

Glory. His Sun Hall no more go down," nei- 

ther ſhall the Moon withdſ aw ber 7 for 


be Lord hall be bis everlaſting Light, and 


ond TW YW bis Mourning 9 be * 


” . v4 , 


9 8 16. 1s, 19, 20. 


them Light. 
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7 — yells us of the a which, he ſavy 1 5 
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Light * 9 7 e all i 10 Night 
there, and they need no Candle, neither 
| Light of the Sun; Jr: the Lord: God. ell | 
Ic is the 6 of he 9 77 Man, 
confirmed. by univerſal Experience, that 
truly the Light is. ſweet, + and à pleaſant 
. # hing it is to bebold the Sun. And when 
_ God is giving us an Account of the Happi- 
nes reſerved for his in Heaven, he ſays; 

Light is ſmen for the Righteous, and Gladneſs 
for - the: Upright, of Heart; and; was this 
wanting, we could form no Ideas of Joy or 
Pleaſure; every one will own, that it is the 
5 Feste afflictive Providence to be deprived — 
9 


Dl but the blind Man, like Bartimeus 


plc, has the maſt live „ Senſe of his own. 
Cafe, and wich him is ready xp cry. our, 
with the utmoſt Importunity, Lord, chat 1 


might recetvemny Sigbltet. 
_ A The melapcholy, Feriphraſis or, we bave 


, of Hell, is, that id is a Place of utter Dark» 


neſs; and what a delolare, waſt Wilderneſs 


would this Wand be withont the Light, as 


well as the Heat of che Sun; which, dere ö , 
enjoy'd with great, Dil proportiongin gf: ferene | 
| q ; "es XR1. 25 and Cha xxii. 7. | 5 E leſ. xi. 7 =O 
F 5 ah 11. 555 6 , . ] opt vt? 2 ple 84 5 5 
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Places, and always attended with a Succeſ- 
ſion of Night, gives an Opportunity to 


make Proviſion for our ſelves and Families, 


and perform the ſeveral Offices of Life: 


Now what Sort of Light, think you, will 
that be, that ſhall even eclipſe the Sun ir 
ſelf; where there will be no Ni ght, but a 


3 


clear, delightful, and eternal Day? 2 - 


4. It is repreſented as a Place of Reſt, or 


the Believer's Home; where he will 1 55 


treated as 4 Som at full ge. 

The Sanctuary, when filled 1 God' . 
Preſence, - is a Place of ſweet Refreſhment 
to a renewed Mind : A Day j in God's Caurry 


when he manifeſts his Love, is better than. Ai 


Thouſand elſewhere ; he prefers the mean- 
eſt Poſt, and would rather-be a Door-keeper, 
in the Houſe of the Lord, than to poſſeſs 


the Tents of Sin and Iniquiry. . But, as the 
Apoſtle obſerves concerning the C| burch, ” 


before the Coming of our Lord, that it was, 


like a Child in its Nonage, differing lictle, 


from a Servant, and under Tutors and G0 


yernors, till the Time appointed; ſo it 1s, 


true in a Degree of thoſe Saints who. dwell 
moſt with God, and under: the Smiles of his 


Dountenance whilſt here; that they are, 2 5 25 


it were, at School, advancing from ons? 
Claſs to another; and though ſometimes 
They may ſay of an Ordinance, or a Duty; 


TEES 


that it is made to them as the Gates of. Hea= IR 
8 and the Entrance of eternal Life; „„ 
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go Saints compleat in Glory. 
the moſt they enjoy whilſt here, is but as 
the Earneſt and Firſt-Fruits of the Inheri- 
tance reſerved for them; and as they are 
affured, for their Comfort, that there re- 
mains a Reſt for them; fo they will, Cer 
Tong, be taken home to their Father's 
Houſe, where they will be treated with the 
' greateſt Freedom and F amiliarity, as Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt: And as 
there will be no Poſſibility, through Weak- 
neſs or Temptation, of abufing their Patri- 
mony, ſo it will be then given out in the 
largeſt Meaſure, and not in that ſparing, 
Fade! Way which the Wiſdom of God ſees 
beſt for hi whilſt here; and the heavenly 
= World will have the Advantage of every 
= other Place,- as it will furniſh out new De- 
= lights continually, fo as that its Inhabitants 
mall never be weary of it; ' which, how ſoon 
it is the Caſe with the moſt beautiful Pala- 
ces, pleaſant Parks, or well diſpoſed Gar- 
dens, is too well known to the diſſatisfied 
Proprietor, though not ſo eafily conceived 
of by the envying Spectator; we are ſeldom 
bere long pleaſed with a Place; in the Hur- 
_ _ ries of the City, how apt are we to wiſh for 
2 Country Retreat, and as ſoon uneaſy with 
the Solitude of Retirement: But, as it is 
faid of the Bleſſed in Heaven, that they 
ſhall go out no more; ſo there will not be 
ſtſtie leaſt Deſire, Wiſh; or Inclination to We 
= — with any of them for ever, 15 A 
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And how ſhould this ſupport the Saints, 


eſpecially ſuch of them who are poor in this 
World, under the Thoughts of their meaner 


Accommodations by the Way ; You may 
not have, indeed, the guilded Roofs of 
Princes, nor the rich and coſtly Attire of 


| the Great and Noble; there may be no 


Room for you at their Tables, or in their 
Houſes, but as you have a God to go to 


now, his Throne to apply to in every Time 


of Need; ſo the Redeemer is gone to pre- 


pare you Manſions in your Father's Houſe 


above. Who would be uneaſy with che 


meaneſt Cottage, and the homely Apparel 


of the pooreſt Peaſant, when he knows it is 
bur for a Day, or Month, or Lear; a little 

Time, at longeſt, and then he ſhall e- 
change it for a royal Palace and the coſtl 


| Robes of Princes, if you can think of Hea= 


ven as yours, your Home and reſting Place! 
How much Reaſon to be content with ſuch 
Things as you have by the Way, fince, in 
the End you ſhall enter that World of Vi- 
fion, large enough to receive the whole 


Houſhold of Faith]! Which leads us. 


To conſider Perfection as it. reſpects! ihe 


Kompany into which the glorified” Saints 
will be Latte and with whom they will 35 


affociate for eve. 


What the Apoſtle bieter of the Saints 


under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, that they are 
5 Fam untp * Sion, and to the City of the 
3 living 
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92 Saints compleat in Glory. 
living. God, the heavenly Feruſalem, to an 


innumerable Company F Angels, and to the 
2 Aſembly, and Church of the PFirſt- 


God, the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits o 
_ guſt Men made perfect, and to Feſus, the Me- 
diator of the new Covenant, may ſerve as a 
Lift, to, inform us who will be their Com- 
| Panions in the other World; God, the 
Judge of all, will ſmile on them as recon- 
ciled in his Son, in whom he is juſt, whilſt 
he is their Juſtifier. ſeſus, the Mediator of 
the new-Covenant, . will receive and preſent 
their Praiſes to his Father, and communicate 
to them conſtant Supplies of Light and ever- 
laſting Joy. Beſides theſe, there will be an 
innumerable Company of Angels, wiſe and 
holy, as well as happy Creatures; and the 
general Aſſembly of the Firſt- born made up 
of the Spirits of juſt Men, until the Morning 
of the Reſurrection, and after that Day, in 
their compleat Perſons, who will be for ever 
with each other, and with the Lord. 

| _ _: Nothing imploys the Thoughts of a wiſe 
_ Man more than the Choice of a Friend, to 
VvVbom he may, with Safety, impart his Se- 
crets, and, with Freedom, unboſom bis 
Soul; and when he is happily, directed in 
| Determination, How does. he prize the 
n J. Pe 0 there. is ſuch a Were of Wars 2 


orn, which are written in Heaven, and to 
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cumftances which muſt unite to render a 
Companion ſuitable; ſo much Treachery 
and Inconſtancy found with human Na- 


ture, that there is always an Allay, and 
ſome Mixture of Bitterneſs with the appre- 


hended Sweets of earthly F riendſbip; but in i 


Heaven the Believer may be always free, be- 
cauſe he is ever ſafe: And the following 
Circumſtances concur to evince che Per- 
fection of Society there. 5 

(I.) There will be an exact Agreement i in 


Judgment, and the utmoſt Harmony in Af- 


 fetion. 
een F impoſlible, whilt 


our Capacities, Situation and Advantages are 
| ſo exceedingly different, and the latter too 
little attended to, even by thoſe who profeſs 
to be Followers of the lovely and loving Je- 
fus. It is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that the 


Capacity ſhould be equal in all, or that no 


one of the Saints in Glory will know more „ 


than others; it is ſufficient, that nothing 


neceſſary to their Duty or Happineſs will be 

- concealed from chem; and that, as far 28 
they are acquainted. with divine Myſteries; 
they will agree in Judgment; nor will there 
be any more angry Debates about things al 


moſt indifferent, and of little and 
which have generally created the moſt bitter 
Quarrels among Profeſſors on Earth; for 


then they ſhall ſee Eye to Eye, and Face to 


| F ace, and know even as they alfo are known. TT 
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It was our Lord's Commandment, and re- 


commended _ upon new Motives, that his 
Followers ſhould love one another; A 1 
 bave loved you, ſo ought you alfa to love one 
another; then are ye my Diſciples if ye love 
ane another: And the Apoſtle having ob- 


ſerved, that the Saints, though many of 
themſelves, yet are one Body in Chriſt, 3 


Members one of another, exhorts, that Tove 


"ſhould be without Hiſimulation, and that we 


SHauld be kindly affettioned one towards ano- 
tber, with brotherly Love* : And to the 


fame Purpoſe the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of an 


unfeigned Love for the Brethren ; and that 


we ought to love each other with a pure Heart, 


fervently '. And, very much to the Honour 


of the primitive Church, we read, that the 
| Mulcicude of them that believed were of one 
Heart, and of one Soul: but alas! How far 


is that divine Principle either loſt, or great- 


. : 2 


= = . abated ? witneſs the ſad Diviſions and 
| e 


rce Contentions of thoſe who are yet 


95 agreed in Things of the laſt Moment and 5 


; x 


Conſequence, profeſſing to worſhip one 
God, to truſt in the ſame Redeemer, and to 


'q e hope for the Guidance of the ſame unerring 


Spirit; but in the peaceful Realms of Glory 
"hve will be no Difference in Opinion, nor 
cooling of Affection; all will unite in the 
ſame common Work, with Hearts full of Nh 


2 Joke 26 34/35 ken. i. $9, 10. i Pet b . 
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other as bearing his Image, and being the 
Workmanſhip of his Hands. 
_  {2.) As a Spirit of Love will run through 
the whole Aſſembly, ſo no one will envy or 
repine at the Happineſs of another. 
It may ſeem ſurprizing to ſome who are 
not thoroughly acquainted with human Na- 
ture, that there ſhould be any Strife or De- 
bate in the little Family of our Lord, made 
up of thoſe who had left all to follow him, 
who were told of nothing, but Trouble and 
Perſecution in this World, which of them 


| ſhould be accounted the greateſt; and we 


find, that the Ten, when they heard of the 


imprudent Requeſt James and Jobn, the Sons 
of Zebedee, with their Mother, made, that 


one might fir on his right Hand, and another 
on his left, in his Kingdom, they were mo- 


5 ved with Indignation againſt the two Bre- 
thren; nor could eaſily brook ſo much as 
the Thought of their Superiority or Ad- 


vancement u: And how had the Patriarch's 


Fondneſs for his Son, on Joſepb's relating but 
a Dream, had not Providence interpoſed, 


been the Occaſion of his falling a Sacrifice to 
the Rey of his Brethren. Though a good 
Man muſt be ſenſible when in a proper Frame, 
"ak the 5 of Grace and Comfort are {+ 
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Love to him that ſits on the Throne, * to 
the Lamb; and immovably attached to each 
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96 Saints auler d in Glory. 
| vereignly diſpenſed by him who divides to 
every Man as he will, and that the leaſt 
Degree of them is more than we can claim 
or deſerve; yet, how is he ſometimes temp- 
ted, even before he is aware, to think ir hard 
of God that others ſhould ſo much exceed 
him; and it is well if he is free from every 
| Spark of Envy, as to the Perſon thus diſtin- 
uiſhed. But in Heaven every one will have 
a Fulneſs which will ſatisfy him; and, next 
to their own Felicity, they will be pleaſed 
and delighted with that of their Compani- 
ons. Angels will not envy the Saints, their 
being joint Heirs with Chriſt, and made like 
unto him; nor will it give them the leaſt Un- 
eaſineſs to obſerve, that their Robes waſhed, 
and made white in the Blood of the Lamb, 
out-ſhine thoſe of their own natural Purity 
and Innocence; nor will the Saints find any 
Diſquietude in the Thought, that the Pow- 
ers and Capacities of the angelic Hoſt, are 
waore large and extenſive than their own; | 
an ſhall poſſeſs his own nn unen- 
ma, uninterrupted for ever.. 

(83. There will be no Objects . to excite 
Ea 4 our Pity or Reſentment; which will ever be 
khuhe Caſe whilſt here, ma World of Miſery, 

Sin and Folly. 

How painful is the $olicicude of a godly 

Parent for the Welfare of his rebellieus 

Child! with what Heart aking, and bleed- 


ing e does he . the approaching 
| , Storm 
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Storm of divine Vengeance ready to overtake -- 


him, and the melancholy Reflection on the 
deplorable Circumſtances of his Caſe, is too 
ready ſometimes to tempt him to forger the 
Mercy of his own. Nor can the good Man 
hear the Blaſphemy, Oaths and Impreca- 
tions of the Wicked, without a generous 
Pity and Compaſſion; and if they are Proof 
againſt his Warnings and Admonitions, his 
Soul will mourn in ſecrer: Places for them: 
Thus Lot's righteous Soul was vexed at the 

filthy Converſation of the Wicked, 
Io this alſo we may add the great Varies: 
ty of molt pitious and compaſhonable Caſes. 
which continually ſurround us; the Pover- 
ty of ſome, the Sickneſs of others, and the 
ſudden Loſs of Reputation, and falling from 
the Heights of Honour to the loweſt Depths 
of Diſgrace. Not to mention, the number- 
leſs Accidents which our deareſt F riends, 


and neareſt Relatives are conſtantly expoſed” -. © 


to, which juſtly engage the tender-Senti-: - 
ments of Pity and Sympathy: And if you 

add to this, that we either have; or think; 
we have, frequent Cauſe to be angry at the 
Unkindneſs of Friends, the Diſobedience of 
Children, the Negligence of Servants,” or; 
the Treachery of Enemies; How different a 
Place muſt Heaven be to this World? where 
all will be holy and happy; no one Thing 
ever ſaid or done, that can paſſibly diſpleaſe 
or create Uncafinels ; ; where we ſhall have. 
In = 1 none 


3 4 


| » Hs 1 in Glory. 


none ſick or in Priſon to viſit, or poor to re- 
lieve, none to reprove or mourn over for ever. 
(4.) There will be a delightful Inter- 
ns” 4 maintained between Saints and An- 
gels, and one Saint with another, attended 
with the utmoſt Pleaſure and Improvement. 1 
It is highly probable, that Angels, thoſe. 
1 Sons of the Morning, who ſang together at 
3 the Creation of our World, and who are the 
= ſecret Miniſters of God in executing many 
Parts of his Providence, will lead the won- 
4 dring Saint to a more clear Perception of 
=. the Diſplays of the divine Wiſdom and 
Power, in ſpreading the Heavens as a Cur- 
tain, and laying the Foundations of the Earth; 
and when we ſhall be out of Danger of pay- 
ing Worſhip but where it is due, they may | 
point out the Particular Inſtances of their 
| Guardianſhip, Guidance or Aſſiſtance; 
whilſt the Saint will be telling over the - 
Wonders of electing and redeeming Love, 
aud recollecting the many Dangers he eſ- 
caped, the many Trials and Difficulties 
which attended him, how all worked toge- 
ther for his Good by the Way, and worked 
out for him a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory in the End. 
And beſides this, I apprehend there will 
be a Communion of Saints with Saints in 
Glory. Some, indeed, have doubted, whe- 
ther Parents will know their Children, Mi- 
niſters their People, Friends, who have ta- 
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ken ſweet Counſel together, each other, in 
the Morning of the Reſurrection: And we 
readily grant, that our Knowledge of, and 


Love to one another in Heaven, will be very 
different from what it is whilſt here, when 
the principal Foundation of the one, will be 


our common Relation to God as our Father; 


and the other will be without the leaſt Mix- 
ture of Sin and Defilement: But hencè we 
are by no Means to conclude, that we ſhall 
be wholly ignorant of one another; nor can 
I think, that the commendable Satisfaction 
which we have in the Good of our Friends 
and Families at preſent, will be wholly loſt 
hereafter. It is certain the Diſciples knew 
our Lord when transfigured before them; 
and the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the believing Th 
ſalomans, as his Hope, Foy, and Crown of 


Rejoicing in the Preſence of our Lord Feſus 
_ Chriſt, at bis coming: Nor is it improba- 


ble, that Miniſters will then be told, When 
there will be no Danger of Pride or Vanity, 


| how far they were made uſeful in the Hands 
of the Spirit, to the Souls of Men, whilſt: 


here. Can we think that God welds de- 


prive a religious Parent of the Joy of know-. 
ing his Children, the dear Parts of himſelf, 


to be happy as well as he, unleſs there was 
ſome weighty and important Reaſon for it; 


and if i it ſhould be hon that the any 
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ledge of the Mifcarrying of fome, who, as 
Veſſels of Wrath, are ſhut up in Hell, might 
render them uneaſy : Ic may be reply'd, 
That they will be more taken up with the 
Thoughts of God's Glory, than in any Regard 
to the Creature, and will then ſee, that it 
was abſolutely neceſſary and proper, all Cir- 
cumſtances conſider d, that God ſhould glo- 
rify himſelf in the Beſtruction of his Ene- 
mies; as they will join the Judge in the 
Sentence, though directed againſt choſe who 
have been near and dear to them in this 
World, when Aſſeſſors with him in the laſt 
Day; ſo they will for ever acquieſce in it, 
* as moſt juſt, equa], and righteous : So that 
1 we may fafely conclude, that they who are 
= often. ſpeaking one to another in their holy 
Conferences here on Earth, will remember 
each other, and with Joy. and Gratitude, 
call over their former Experiences. 80 that 
it will be ſufficient to render the Society of 
Heaven, perfectly agreeable and eternally de- 
lightful to be in the Preſence of God, near the 
glorious Perſon of the Redeemer, to be Com- 
panions for Angels, and the Spirits of juſt. 
Men made perfect; this will be the Mercy 
of the Redeemed of the Lord. | 
Which is a full Proof that the n 
ous ſhall: not inherit the Kingdom of God: 
What would the Unſanctified do for ſuit- 
able Company, or agreeable Converſation in 
1015 World of b am ? There is no 
LOR 24 TOE: 
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fooliſh Talking, filthy Jeſting, no Licenti- 
ouſneſs or Profaneneſs in that City of God; 


ſo that could we ſuppoſe their Entrance into 
it, they could have neither Pleaſure nor Im- 


ploymenc ; z here the Sabbath is a Wearineſs, 
and there it will be an eternal Sabbath; here 
they cannot away with the Service of God, 
an Hour or two in a Week; whereas, in bis 
Temple above, he 1s ſerved Day and Night 
without Interruprion, or Ceſſation; ſo that 
it is not more awful in the Thought than it 
will be certain in the Event, that unholy 
Souls ſhall be confined to an unclean Place, 
and be Companions for impure Piri for 


ever. 
And hw could 0 Cong of that 


ad 


Union in Affection, which will prevail in 


the whole Aſſembly above, fill the Saints _ 


wich Shame and Confuſion, that they fall ſo 
vaſtly ſhort of it in this World. To betray, 


or give up any fundamental or precious 


Truth of the Goſpel into the Hands of the | 


Enemy, is not Charity, but Cowardice or 
Treachery. To reſt eaſy whilſt our Friends 
or Families entertain the moſt dangerous or 
deſtructive Errors, is not Love, but Cruel- 
ty, and the worſt Sort of Cruelry too, as 
the immortal Part is concerned: Nor are 


we to break in upon plain, poſitive Inſtitu- 


tions, or to change the goings in or our of 


Chriſt 8 Houle, in Compliance with the heſt, 
1 | 3 
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the wiſeſt, and the moſt learned of Men; 
here, if we. are called to ſeparate, we muſt 
do it as under the Eye of the King of the 
Church, the Lord of Conſcience; but in 
lefler Matters, and eſpecially ſuch as are not 
expreſly revealed, our Difference of Opi- 
nion ſhould, by no Means, be attended with 
an Alienation of Affection; and if it is true, 
as ſome have aſſerted, that no two Chriſti- 
ans differ about Things, ſo many and im- 
portant as they are agreed in, How ſhould 
they, laying aſide all Strife, Contentions, 
evil Surmiſings, and unbecoming Animoſi- 
ties, treat one another like Children of the 
ſame Father going to one Home, to dwell 
together for ever. Pity, great Pity, that 
Brethren ſhould fall out by the Way, 
when they 9 9 they muſt res in the 
End. 


And fince chore will bs a porpraval e : 


| Furrſe maintained between the Bleſſed in 


Glory, why ſhould the Saints be ſo ſhy = 
each bn; ſo unwilling to communicate 
their Experiences to one another whilſt 
here? the Language of the Wicked bewrays 
them ; and how do they herd together in 
Clubs or Societies, where they may have an 
Opportunity, with the greater Freedom, to 
converſe together about their beloved Ini- 
quities? And our daily Obſervation, how 
e religious Diſcourſe is to the Un- 
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godly, ſhould engage us to invite, with Da- 
Vid, all that fear the Lord, to come and 

hear what he hath done for our Souls: 
Thus will you begin the Work of Heaven 
in your Way to it, and be more prepared 
for ſpiritual Converſe with Angels and glo- 
rified Saints. N | 


SERMON VL 
Salxrs compleat in Cron. 


neee eee 


51 Cor. xiii. 10. 


But when that which 25 - perfedt i 125 come, 
then that which is in * ſhall be 


donc away. 


Hatever may be the judgment 
7 of the World, it is not more 
> true, that the Righteous is 
more excellent, than that he 
is more bleſſed than his un- 
godly Neighbour: He is not 
without his Troubles, and expects, through 
much Tribulation, to enter into the King- 
dom; but his inward Pleaſures, holy Peace, 
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and humble Joy, diſtinguiſh him from, and 
raiſe; him' above the moſt Proſperous of the 
Wicked; he has more ſolid Contentment, a 
better Reliſh of his Enjoyments, and a more 
ſweet Compoſure of Mind than can be found 
vuvith the Ungodly, tho among the Great and 
Noble, who are continually harraſſed with 
their guilty Fears, and terrible Forebodings 
of future Puniſhments. But if he has the 
Advantage in Time, when P many Things 
ſeem to make againſt him ; how much more: 
will this be the Caſe, when he ſhall appear 
before God in Glory ; when every Faculty 
of the Soul ſhall be perfectly pure, and 
greatly enlarged ; when his Body ſhall re- 
ſemble the glorious Body of his exalted Headz 
when Heaven ſhall be his Home and reſting. 
Place, and Angels, with his fellow Saints, 
be his delightful Companions for ever? 
How far Perfection will attend each of theſe, _ '-Þ 
has been, in a Meaſure, nnn An 2 
We go on, 12 4 0 
7 0 conſider it as it W to their c. 
krlaacter, which, whilſt on Earth, is imperfect, IM 
1555 at beſt, but, mixed and compoundedl/ hy -m 
for the mai} that can be ſaid of them whilſt 
here, is, that they are truly humble, ſerious 
and conſcientious, though not to chat De- 
gree as they ought, or with to be. 
Through the Ignorance of ſome, the Ma- 
3 lice of others, and the Envy of many, they 
* ae: * to Aſperſion and Reproach ; oo 5 
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the Day is coming, when every Tongue that 
riſes againſt them ſhall be put to ſilence, and 
condemned ; nor ſhall their Names be men- 
tion'd, but with the utmoſt Honour and 
Renown. Not that we are to imagine, 
I. That it will be pleaded by themſelves, 
or by others in their Behalf, in the great 
Day, that they were wholly innocent, and al- 
together guiltleſs, as if they had lived with- 
out Sin whilſt gn Earth; for the Apoſtle 1s 
expreſs, that we have all ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the Glory of God; in the ſtricteſt 
Meaning of the Phraſe, There is none Righte- 
cus, no, not one; not a juſt Man upon Earth, 
who does Good and ſins not: If we ſay we 


have no Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the 


Truth is not in us. Now, in that Day in 
which the Secrets of all F leſh will be made 


' manifeſt, the Believer will be acquitted 3 


not as one who has never offended, and a- 
gainſt whom the Charge is wrongfully laid; 
for it will be allowed by himſelf, as well as 
found upon Record, in the Book of Omni- 
ſcience, that in many Things, he has grie 
vouſly tranſgreſſed. It's obſervable therk 
fore, when the Angel of the Covenant ſays, 
Take away the filthy Garments from the 
Church, as repreſented by Jeſbua the High 
Prieſt ; it ſuppoſes her being clqathed with 
them; and that, from meer Grace, the De- 
claration is given out, Bebold, I have cauſed 


_ « 52908 — to paſs, From Wer, and I will 
5 cliath 
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| chath thee with change of Raiment * : So that 
the whole World being concluded under 


Guilt, in this Reſpect, the Mouths of the 
Saints, as well as Sinners, muſt be ſtopped | 


before N 

2. Where they have been falſly accuſed 
by Satan, wicked Men, or their angry mi- 
ſtaken Brethren, they ſhall be fully and 
abundantly vindicated. _ 


Satan is called, The Accuſe of the Bre- 0 


| thren, and is ſaid, 70 accuſe Them before God 
Day and Night. This he does by charging 
them with Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation, 


magnifying every. Weakneſs, aggrayating 
every Offence, and leſſening and deprecia- 
ting what of Good is found with them, r 
done by them ; an Inſtance of this we have 


in the Caſe of Fob, in which there is an 


equal Mixture of Malice and Impiety; for 3 


after God had ſaid of him, That he was 4 


pberfect and an upright Man, one that feared | 


God, and eſchewed Evil: Satan inſolently 


replies; ; Doth Job fear God for nougbt? 
Haſt thou not made an Hedge about him, and 
about his Houſe, and about all that he hath 

on every fide? Thou haſt bleſſed all the Works _ 
of his Hands, and his Subſtance is increaſed _ 
in the Land. But put forth thine Hand now, — 
and touch all that he hath, and he will curſt | 
thee to thy Face. And alter the good Man 
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had weathered the Storm of the moſt ſhock- 
ing Diſpenſations, in the Loſs of his Family 
and Subſtance, with an heroick Intrepidity, 
and invincible Patience, he dares to move 
the Lord againſt him a ſecond Time: Put 
Forth thine Hand now, and touch bis Bone and 
hrs Fleſh, and be will curſe thee to thy Face. 
And in the fore-mentioned Repreſentation 
of the Church, by Joſbua the High Prieſt, 
Satan appears ſtanding at the right Hand of 
the Angel of Covenant to reſiſt him; 
and the Phraſe of, The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan, even the Lord who hath choſen Feru- 
 falem, "rebuke thee, plainly intimates, his u- 
ſineſs there was to produce een, and - on. 
forward Impeachments. | . 
BP . And the Apoſtle Peter, recommending to 
; 0 Saints a proper Concern in the Strength 
of Chriſt, do maintain a good Conſcience, 
mentions this as the Reaſon, that there was 
ſome a ſpoke evil of them as evil Doers, 
who might hereby be brought to Shame for 
their fa//e Accuſatrens of their good Conver- 
ation in Chriſt *, And our Lid tells his 
Followers, That as they are not of the 
World, the World will hate them; and 
That they were to look for Revilings and 
=. iN crſecutions ; and that a Manner of Evil 
. would be aid of. them fa fly for his ſake fs : 
| Mere can ache _ ON it ſhould be other- 
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ter, nor the Servant above bis Lord: It 


is enough for the Diſciple that be be as bis 
Maſter, and the Servant as bis Lord: 
Tf they have called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Beelzebub, ' how much more ſball they call 


thoſe of bis Houſhold *, Thus, How many 


falſe Stories were raiſed ? and with how 


much Zeal and Diligence propagated, of the 
Chriſtians, during the firſt ren fiery 
tions? | when they could not but be ſenſible, 


that their own Cruelty drove the Saints into 


ſecret Places, for the Celebration of religi- 
ous Worſhip ; 


though, in their. publick Apologies, 


appealed to the whole World, Sandy de- 
ing them 
to produce a ſingle Inſtance; yet theſe ex- 
travagant and ungrounded Surmiſes were 
continually pleaded, as a ſufficient Excuſe 
for all their Cruelty and Barbarity: Nor i is 


manding Evidence, and challengi 


the moſt holy and inoffenſive Saint in the 
World always ſecure from the Lafh of 
Tongues, ſet on Fire of Hell; 


may, ſometimes, be 


Matt. x. 24 26. 
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wiſe, fince the Diſciple is not above his Ma- 


Perſecu- 


how induſtriouſly did they 
charge them wich Adultery, Fornication, In- 
ceſt, Murder, and every other Abomination? ö 


and ha- 

| common is it, that the more Strict and Pious, 
FE the more expoſed to ill Will and Reproach. 
Nay, what is 1 more ſtrange, Saints 
. cenſure by 
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their fellow Profeſſors and Brethren in the 
Lord. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, the 
three Friends of Fob, ſeemed to have been 
much affected with his Caſe, and, by ſo- 
lemn Appointment, met to mourn with 
him, and to comfort him ; and, at the firſt 


View of him, ſo much alter'd by the Trou- 


bles of his Mind, and the Diſtemper of his 
Body, that they hardly knew him ; they lifc 
up their Voice and wept, and rent every one 
his Mantle, and ſprinkled Duſt upon their 
Heads towards Heaven, and ſat down with _ 
him on the Ground, ſeven Days and ſeven 
Nights, without ſpeaking; for they ſaw 
that his Grief was very great. But no ſooner 


did they open, but they diſcovered their Mi- 


take; Behold, ſays Eliphaz,: thou haſt inſtru- 
fed many, and thou baſt ſtrengthen d the weak- 
Hands: But now if is come upon thee,. and 
thou fainteſt ; it toucheth thee, and thou art 
troubled: And, with an Air of Inſult and 
Upbraiding, he adds, Is, not this thy Fear, 
thy Confidence, thy Hope, and the Upright- 
"meſs of thy Ways? Remember, I pray thee, 
Abbo ever periſhed, being innocent? or, where: 
were the Righteous cut off ? Even as I have 
een, they who plow Iniquity, and ſow Wicked= 


neſs, reap the ſame. By the Blaſt of God 1 


T, bey periſh, and by the Breath of his Noſtrils 
are they conſumed". And when the good 


2 Job iv. 3, 5756, 7, 8, 9. 5 | 
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Man replied, That were his Grief chorough- 
ly weighed, and his Calamity laid in the Ba- 
lances together, it would be heavier than 
the Sand of the Sea; and that the Arrows of 
the Almighty were within: him, the Poifon 
whereof had drank up his Spirits; and gent- 
ly reproves him, by oblerving, that 10 him 
that is afflicteu, Pity ſhould be ſhewed from 
Zis Friends. Bildad, another of his Friends, 
renews the Charge, that either he, or his 
Children, had ſinned; and that if he were in- 
deed pure and upright, God would awake for. 
him, and make the Habitation of Righteouſ-- 
neſs proſperous . And when Fob had an- 
{wer'd him, by acknowledging God's Juſtice 
and his own Tranſgreſſions; Zophar purſues 
the fame Argument, and, wich the utmoſt 
Severity, faſtens: the Charge upon him; ſo 
that he might well ſay, Miſerable Comfar- 
ters are ye all; and God himſelf declares, 
they had not faid the Thing that was right; 
and puts an Honour on his Servant Fob, that 
he is not to be apfealed but by his Wer 
tion for them. 
However, let the Charge ariſe Fol! what) 
Quarter ſoever, from the common Enemy, 


his Inſtruments, or our miſtaken Friends, 


where it is without Foundation, though it 
ſhould not be in the Power of the Saint al- 
ways to vindieate himſelf in this Wore: W 


A 
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his Innocence ſhall appear to his own Ho- 


nour, and the Confuſion of his Enemies, in 


that Day in which the Lord will make up 


his Jewels, when all ſhall diſcern between 
him that feareth the Lord, and him that 


feareth him not. 
3. Where they will appear to have been 


cally guilty, and to have been juſtly. wor- 


thy of Blame ; the Merit of the Obedience, 
and Suffering of their Surety and Mediator, 


will be produced as the Foundation of their 
Diſcharge, and a ſufficient Plea for their 


Admiſſion to eternal Glory; for the Apo- 
ſtle's Challenge will be as unanſwerable then, 
as it is now ; Who ſhall lay any Thing to the 
Charge of God s Ele&#? ſince it is God that 
juſtiſies, Who is he that condemns? It is (Gy . 


that died, yea, rather that is riſen again. 


80 that though the Saints cannot 850 
Guiltleſs, and muſt acknowledge their De- 


ſert of Puniſhment, yet, when the Name of 5 


Chriſt ſhall appear in their Bond, then ſhall 
it be known to all, chat he paid the Debr, 


and received a Diſcharge in their Name. 


God will appear to be juſt whilſt they eſcape 
the Curſe, and inherit the Blefſiog: of eter- 


nal Life. 
Laſily, When the Dead, ſmall and great, 


ſhmall And before God, and the Books ſhall 


be opened, then will be opened the Book of 
Life; and, in the Hearing of Angels and 


Men, cheir Names will be read over as the 
Men 
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Men whom God delights to honour; and 
out of the Book of his Rente ee all 
thoſe Inſtances of Kindneſs and Liberality, 
Pity and Compaſſion, Self-Denial, Tempe- 
rance and Pietv, which, through the grace 
of God, they have at any Time been found. 
in the Performance of in this World, ſhall 
have an honourable Mention ; for thus the 
Judge himſelf has aſſured us, that when he 
ſhall come in his Glory, and all the holy 
Angels with him, ſeated on his Throne, 
and before him all Nations, to his Friends 
on his right Hand he will ſay, Come ye bleſ= 
ſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepa- 
red for you from the Foundation f the World. 
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me Meat; 

T was thirſty, and ye gave me Drink ; I was 
a Stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, and ye 
cloathed me; fich, and ye viſited me : I was 
in Priſon, and ye came unto me. Then ſhall 
the Righteous anſwer him, Lord, When ſaw 
ve thee an hungred, and fed thee ? or thi Ay. 
and gave thee Drink? To which he will 

reply; Verily T ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaſt. of theſe * 
Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

And how ſhould this quiet the Mind of . 
the Believer when unjuſtly evil ſpoken of; 

perhaps, after all che Pains he has warrant- 
Les been at to vindicate his Chatadier,: s ma- 


A Mare, xxv. 34—40: 


"* 
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ny are either weak, or wicked enough to be- 
_ lieve the malicious Falſhood; but it is his 
Mercy, that as God knows the Way he 
takes, he has his Record on high; ſo the 
3 World ſhall, one Day, know how far they 
have injured him. And with what Shame will 
the Wicked appear before their Judge, when 
he comes with ten Thouſand of his Saints 
to execute Judgment upon all, to convince 
them of all their ungodly Deeds which they 
have ungodlily committed, and of all their 
bard Speeches which ungodly. Sinners have 
poke againſt him or his People; How will 
they be aſhamed at the Sight of choſe whom 
they once treated as the Off-ſcouring of all 
Things, when cloathed with ſhining Robes 
of Glory, every one wearing his Crown, and 
holding. his 'Palm ; whilſt the Curſe goes 
our againſt cbemſelves, a their Doom i is 
ſealed for ever? 

And this ſhould a the Biene Gan 
. to be as favourable in their Cenſures, 
as a due Regard to God's Honour, and the 
Good of his Intereſt will admit of: ; and let 
us take Heed how, at any Time, from par- 
ticular Inſtances of Conduct, we raſhly de- 


termine the State of any one, a Province al- 


together foreign from us, reſerved in the 
Hands of the great Sovereign, and in which 
we are ſo liable to miſtake. I doubt nat, but 
if Bluſhing were poſſible in Heaven, it would 
be found with fome of thoſe Who have been 


x9 A : — : wy, 
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guilty, in this Reſpect, on Earth, upon their 
meeting with ſome of their backfliding Bre- 
thren, for whom they had no Charity whilſt 


here. Which leads us 


To conſider Perfection, as it reſpects the 


15 ployment of the Saints in Glory. And, 
6 J It will be the moſt noble and hok 
nourable, the moſt worthy of God, and beſt 
ſuited to the rational and renewed Part, con- 


ſiſting chiefly in Contemplation, Conference, 


Adoration and Praiſe. ; 

The Works of God beſpeak their great 

| Original, as they exhibit to us Notices of his 
Wiſdom, Power and Godhead ; and the 

more abundantly they diſcover the Perfe⸗ 

 Rion of their great Creator, the more wor- 
_ thy of our Contemplation; David was well 


imploy'd, when, as a religious Philoſopher, 


he was conſidering the heavenly Bodies in 
their Nature, Order, and Uſe; and cried out, 
Lord, What is Man, that thou art mindſul 


of him ? But the Apoſtle had the Advan- 


tage of him, when, ſurveying the Myſteries 
of ſovereign Grace, and diſtinguiſhing Mer- 
cy, he breakę out, O the Depth of the Riches 


p f both of the Miſdom and the Knowledge of God ! 


Ao unfearchable. are his: ts, and his 
Mays are paſt finding cut! For who hath 


#nown. the: Miau of the Lord, or who bath 
5 beer his. Counſellor 7 Or: whoi bath firſt given 


m 
©: Pſak v. „ 
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to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed unto him 
again? For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all Things, But in this Reſpect 
it may be ſaid, as our Lord obſerved upon 
the Character which he had given of ohn 
the Baptiſt, that he that is leaſt in the King-. 
dom of Heaven, was greater than he. Our 
Work here, at beſt, is mixed; we have our 
civil and ſocial Concernments ; Food and 
Raiment, and a Supply for our Families, is 
to be obtained by a Bleſſing of God on our 
Induſtry ; ſo that we are divided between a 
Variety of Imployments, and attended with 
frequent Avocations from ſerious Thoughts, 
and ſpiritual Meditations. But as the Body 
mall be ſo far ſpiritual, as to hunger and 
thirſt no more; ſo there will be nothing to 
1 off our Minds from holy Meditation. 
Nor will our Diſcourſe be about mean, 
vain, trifling, or ſinful Things, but ſuch as 
will become the Sons of God, and worthy 
the Attention of Angels themſelves: And 
whilſt the Soul, with unknown Pleaſures to 
it ſelf, ſhall be thus imploy'd, every new 
Idea will create (freſh Wonder, increaſe its 
Flame of Love, and inlarge its Occaſion 
of Praiſe : Now what Work can a rational, 
holy Creature be conceived to be ingaged in, 
ſo x vs of God, and glorious to himſelf, 
ao be ene into the Counſels of = — 


by Rom, 25 5 349 353 36. 2 5 
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ths e of his Providence, the Heights 
and Depths of his Love; and whilſt looking, 
loving; and whilſt loving, adoring. 
(2.) This their Imployment will be with- 
out Pain or Wearineſs, n Interru ption 
or End. 105 
Wen a ; Chriſtian i is in a proper Frame of 
Spirit, though call'd out to hard and diffi- 
cult Service; it cannot be ſaid of him, that 
he is weary of his Work; but the moſt Vi- 
gorous and Active, Strong and Healthy, 
have had, ſometimes, Reaſon to complain 
that they are weary in it, or by it: Nor can 
the Mind be long kept on the Stretch with- 
out ſome Degree of Pain; nor would it ſuit 
our Health, any more chan be agreeable to 


our Inclinations, to be always ingaged in 


one Way; and it's a melancholy Truth, 
that, with too much Difficulty or Relu- 
Qtance, | we are imploy'd about the beſt 
Things. But in Heaven the Mind will be 
fitted everlaſtingly to meditate ; and when 
meeditating, to feed on holy and ſpiritual 
Subjects; nor will there be any Thing to 
break in upon, or interrupt us for ever: 
But if ever we reach the Temple of God, 
we ſhall ſerve him Day and Night in it; 
ſinging the Songs of Moſes and of the Lamb, 
throughout the unknown Ages of Eternity, | 

Lajily, The Believer will be as happy in 
Be» his Enterrainment, as honourable in his 
FF Work, For, 8 e . 
r "Wk 64 ig 
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I..] It will be full, nothing wanting that 


is neceſſary to make up, or compleat his 
Felicity. 115 
am thy Shield, ſays God to Abraham, 
and thy exceeding great Reward : As Chil- 
dren, the Saints are Heirs of God, and; joint 
_ Heirs with Chriſt ; and is there any Thing 
that the Heart can conceive to be wanting, 


When God himſelf, the rich and inexhau- 


ſtible Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs, is their 
Portion and Inheritance; when he, who can 
make them as happy as he will, will make 
them as bleſſed as they will with to be. It 


is not a Throne, Crown, or Kingdom only, 


that God has promiſed his People, bur him- 
ſelf; and what can he give them more? 
Father, Son and Spirit will hold a moſt inti- 
mate and everlaſting Communion with 
them; the Apoſtle deſired no more than to 
be with Chriſt ;| for he knew that he was at 
God's right Hand, where there is Fulneſs of 
Joy, and where there are Pleaſures for ever- 
more; here the Saint ſometimes ſweetly 
taſtes the Streams of that River which makes 
glad the City of God, and they dare not 
be unthankful for the Mercy; ſince the 
leaſt ' of Heaven is a glorious Favour to 
them who have deſerved the Miſeries of 
Hell: But when admitted to the moſt inti- 
mate Injoyment of Fellowſhip wich the Fa- 
ther and che Son, it is yet but in Part, and 
not to > be compared with Wat they wa for 
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in Glory. Sometimes Chriſt unveils his 
Face, and, e'er they are aware, their Hearts 
are like the Chariots of a willing People; 
but how ſtrong is the Expreſſion concerning 
the better World? Well done good and faith- 
ful Servant, enter thou into 255 Foy of thy 
Lord; here it enters into us as ſmall Streams 
from the Fountain; there we ſhall enter in- 
to it as a fathomleſs Ocean of Delight. 
I82.] Our Appetite for, and Reliſh of it, 
will be as laſting as the Bleſſing it ſelf. 
Chriſt repreſents himſelf as the Bread of 
Life, the heavenly Manna, of which, who- 
ſoever eateth ſpiritually, ſhall never die; 
nor ſhall he evermore thirſt after ſenſual, 
worldly Advantages, in the Manner, or to 
the Degree he did before his cating of chis 
ſpiritual Food. This, as hard a Saying as ir 
was to the Fews, contained in it no more 
than a familiar Repreſentation of the Neceſ- 
fity of a ſpiritual Communion with him, 
in whom it has pleaſed the Father that all 
Fulneſs ſhould dwell, that from his Fulneſs 
we might receive, and Grace for Grace; 
but we have this Advantage by the Manner 
of the Relation, that we hence naturally 
collect, that Believers in him, ſhall live; 
that is, be happy to Eternity; that he will 
be the Medium of conveying and continu- 
ing this Life to them, and that they will 
ever feed with Pleaſure and Delight upon 


ED 1 7 nor will there be the leaſt Danger ot - 


14 their 
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their being cloy'd with this heavenly Food, 
or ſatiated with this delightful Entertain- 
ment; for the Pleaſure of Fruition will 
conſtantly attend the Succeſſion of Injoy- 
ment. What the Jes tell us of the mate- 
rial Manna, which miraculouſly was rained 
down from Heaven about their Tents, that 
ijt ſuited every Appetite, and pleaſed every 
Taſte, may, without Danger of exceeding, 
be affirmed of the Pleaſures ar God's right 
Hand; which, as they will be many and va- 
' _ rious, fo they will be everlaſtingly agreeable ; 
repreſented by a pure River of Water, clear 
as Chryſtal, proceeding out of the T, brone of 
God, and the Lamb ; and by a Tree of Life, 

Which bears twelve Manner of Fruits, and 
pields her Fruit every Month e: And this is 

intended by our Lord, when he ſays, I ap- 
point you a Kingdom, that ye may eat and 
drink at my Table in my Kingdom, as well as 
Ait on Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 
Jrael v. 

And as their Reliſh will be maintained, ſo 
the Bleſſing will be eternal; hence called 
everlaſting Life, an incorruptible Crown, 
an eternal Weight of Glory, and an Inheri- 

tance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away; ſo that if they poſ- 
ſeſs as much as they can deſire, with conſtant 
Pleaſure, and uninterrupted Delight, and 


0 Rev. XX11, I, 2. | 5 p Lk xxii, 30. | 
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this to continue for ever; What can be ad- 
ded to the Account, or give us a more com- 
pleat View of the Perfection of their Feli- 
city? After all, it muſt be confeſſed, Expe- 
rience will make us the beſt ſudges of 
Heaven. © : e 
And now, if we ſhould conſider the Words 
as they may be applied to a Sinner, of whom, 
in a Senſe, it is true, When that which is 
perfect is come, then that which is in part 

ſhall be done away; they may teach us, that 
Whatever he has met with of Pain, Trou- 
ble and Sorrow here, is but in Part, and on- 


ly an Introduction to what awaits him here- 


after; if he has a few good Things in this 
Life, being abuſed by his Luſts, he ſhall 
have many more and bitter evil Things, 
when he is tormented in the other World; 
whether he drops into the Grave unobſerv'd, 
or attended with the coſtly Pomp of a mag- 


nificent Funeral, the Soul finds it ſelf in 


the infernal Pit, without Servants or Reti- 
nue, Friend or Comforter; and if it is in- 
larged, as ſome conceive it will be, it is 
that it may be ſuſceptive of more Pain and 
Miſery; nor will it receive the leaſt Satis- 
faction by its Re- union with the Body, in 
the Reſurrection Day; but a large Increaſe 
of Torment and Diſgrace; the Place of their 
everlaſting Abode, no other than that J- 
|  phet ordain'd of old, for the Workers of Ini- 
quity; the Smoke of which bottomleſs Pit 
RR „ : Will 
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will aſcend before God Day and Night, for 


ever; his Companions in Miſery, infernal 


Spirits, and the Wicked, Impenitent and 
Unbelieving from among the Children: of 
Men. When his Name ſhall be called over 


in the great Day, he will remain ſpeech- 


leſs, having nothing to offer in his own Fa- 


vour, and covered with Confuſion, hear the 


dreadful Sentence denounced, Depart from 
me thou curſed : His Work will be weeping 


and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, attend- 


ed with the moſt cutting Reflection on him- 
felf, and Blaſphemies againſt his Judge; 
and his Portion be the unmix'd Wrath of a 
Sin avenging God, who, with relentleſs Fu- 
ry, Will tear him.in Pieces, whilſt there ſhall 
be none to deliver. 

be . the Whole, we may ; obſerve,” 

Ir. How unwiſe are Sinners, what Enao⸗ 


mies to themſelves, in preferring the ſhort 
liv'd Pleaſures, periſhing Profits, and un- 


certain Honours of this World, to that 


Treaſure, which neither Moth can corrupt, 


nor: Thieves break through and ſteal : One 
would be almoſt tempted to think, from the 


_ Conduct of many, that they never ſo much 


as heard of Heaven, by the Hearing of the 
Ears; or that they concluded it was de- 


ſigned for others, whilſt themſelves were to 


continue always here: If our Lord's Rule is to 
determine the Caſe, How few have Treaſure 


. in Heaven! ſince the moſt are viſibly bowing 


E = _ down 
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1 | down to the Mammon of this World as their 


Idol, ſpend their Time and Thoughts, waſte 
| their Scrength, and conſume their Health; 
in obtaining what they muſt quickly part 
with; What anxious Concern to preſerve 
their Acquiſitions, and how loud and bitter 
their Complaints on the Loſs of them? And 
is this conſiſtent with a thorough and ſteady 
Perſuaſion, that they are only Sojourners 
here on Earth, haſtening to his Bar; who 
has ſaid, Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof; when it has 

been the very laſt Thing in their Thoughts, 
and, as a Thing of ſmall Importance, or no 
Account, put off to the Decline of Life. It 
muſt be granted, that Things temporal 
have the Advantage of being viſible and pre- 
ſent with us, and near at hand; but Expe- 
rience may teach us, that as preſent as they 
appear to be, we are far enough from Satis- 
faction in the Poſſeſſion of them: At beſt, 
they are deſigned but as Helps and Accom- 
modations by the Way; nor can they, when 
united, make up a proper Portion; ſo that 
we may conclude with our Lord, chat if a 


Man gained the whole World, and loſes © 
his own Soul, the Conſequence muſt be 


dreadful to himſelf; ſince the Riches of 
ten Thouſand Worlds would not redeem | 
| that Soul from Ruin and Deſtroction. 
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2%, Let us not look for abſolute Perfection 


in others, and beg of God that we may ad- 
vance as near to it as poſſible our ſelves. 
The beſt of Men are but Men, Men of like 
Paſſions, ſurrounded by the ſame Tempta- 
tions, apt to miſtake in Judgment, or to be 


irreſolute and wavering in Deſigns ever ſo 


well concerted; frequently ſurprized with 


unthought of, unforeſeen Accidents, and 


ingaged and diverted by new and different 
Objects; ſo that if we look for abſolute Per- 


fection in a Father, a Friend, a Child, or 
Fellow-profeſſor, we muſt wait till we come 


to Heaven for it; and whilſt this ſhould 


leſſen our Reſentment, and abate our Indig- 
nation againſt thoſe who may act either a 


weak or unbecoming Part towards us: Let 


us never give over beſeeching the Throne 
of Grace, that we may make continual Ad- 
vances, and nearer Approaches rowards that 


Perfection which will be the  efOwNNDE 


Bleſſing of Immortality. 
zar. What more powerful Motive to ex- 


cite our Zeal for God, and ingage us to lay 


out our Time, Talents and Strength, in his 


Service, than the Conſideration of this glo- 


rious Recompence of Reward : He that lives 
in a believing Expectation to receive ſo 


much from God, in the End, will hardly 


be tempted to grudge him any Thing by = : 


May. And let this be an Anſwer to every 


Tem- 


— 
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Temptation, How ſhall I do this and offend 
that God whom I hope to enjoy for ever; 
and, when ready to be weary and faint in our 
Minds, let us think of the Prize before us; 
and, by a patient Continuance in well do- 


ing, be ſeeking for Glory, Ho 
tality, and eternal Life. 


8 
12 5 . . 
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H E Apoſtle 8 W 
himſelf from the Charge of 
Lightneſs, or Inconſtancy, in | 
not coming to Corinth, as by ; 
_ deſigned, and of which he had 
k given the Church an Intima- 
tien; takes an Occaſion to mention that 
beautiful Conſiſtency and Harmony which 
there is between the ſeveral Parts of the 
"4 15 ; the Any of which being every 
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Way 8 of its glorious Author; is wiſe- 
ly calculated to promote the beſt and nobleſt 
Purpoſes, | whilſt the Creature is ſtrippeq of 
all bis Plumes of Pride, and laid in the 
Duſt, and rich and ſovereign Grace alone 
exalted, it is far from giving the leaſt In- 
couragement to Sin; but the Neceſſity of 
Holineſs, as our Meetneſs for Heaven, equal- 
ly aſſerted with the Importance of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, for our Juſtification and Ac- 
ceprance in the Sight of God; and though 
many and various were the Inſtruments who 
were imploy'd in making known the glad 


Tidings of Salvation, they all agreed in de- 


termining to know nothing but Chriſt, and 
him crubified; nor did they preach one 
Thing at one Time, and the contrary at 
another, or fooliſhly attempt to blend Ex 
treams, and reconcile Inconſiſtencies; but a 
proper Uniformity appeared through the 
whole of their Diſcourſes, whilſt they en- 


deavoured to recommend themſelves to God 


and to every Man's Conſcience in the :Sighs | 
of God for the Truth of this, he appeals 


to their on Obſervation, who had enjoy: . 1 
the Bleſſing of his Miniſtry among then 


to which agteed the Doctrine lags was 
preached by. Sz/vanus and Timotbeus, and all 
the reſt of "bis Fellow-labourers::,But leaſt 
any ſhould charge this upon him as an In» bf 
ſtance of Vanity and Oſtentation, of mi- 
ſtake him, a as if he judged himſelf lf ſufficient E 
adele 1 


; „ En * 


* 
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- for theſe Things; he adds, He that efta- 
Blifheth us with you, and hath anointed us, is 
God ; all our Abilities, as if he had ſaid, for, 


and Steadineſs and Faithfulneſs in the Diſ- 


charge of our Duty, is owing to that Grace 


or Anointing, which we have received 


from God, from whom comes every good 
and every perfect Gift; and to this he ſub- 


Joins the Words of our Text; Who hath alſo 
fealed us, and given us the Earneſt of the Spirit 


in our err Not that we are to imagine 


this was a Privilege peculiar to the Apo- 


ſtles, or the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel; 
for we find it affirmed of the Saints in com- 
mon: Thus the Apoſtle writing to the 


Church at Epheſus, fays, In whom ye alſo 
truſted, after that ye heard the Word of 


Truth, the Goſpel of your Salvation; in whom 
alſo, after that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe ; ; and makes 


Uſe of this as an Argument to caution them 


_ againſt every Thing chat might be * offenſive 
or provoking to the Holy Spirit. | 


If it ſhould be inquir'd by any, Whether 


A the Apoſtle intends one and the ſame Thing 
dy being ſealed; and by having the Earneſt 
of the Spirit in our Hearts? I humbly con- 
ceive, in the Main, he does; and that they 
may be, in a good Degree, exegetical, or 
 explanarory 0 one of che other: But as be is 
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pleaſed to make Uſe of this Variety, we may 
_ ſafely follow him in it; and accordingly 


ſhall, 
1 Obnfder the Prisilege ir elf un 


twofold Repreſentation of an and 


an Earneſt. 
| II. Endeavour to ſhow you that it is 0 


Work of God, and can be of no o- 5 5 


ther. 
III. That it 15 4 Bleffing 1 in a 


Way of meer Grace, ſaid therefore to 


be given us. And, 
IV. Our Duty with reſpect to it, whether 


as unacquainted with, or as having the 


delight Experience of it. We begin, 


I. With the Privileze it ſelf, repreſented} | 
by Sealing and an Earneſt. TEE: 


Fir, It is called by the Name of Seating,” 
which, in the. Scripture Uſe of the Term, 

takes in the following Particulars : 

1. Sometimes it denotes an Authority to 


execute a Commiſſion of Moment and Im- 


portance: Thus the Credentials of Embaſ- 


ladors, the Inſtructions of Plenipotentiaries, 
and the Patents of chief Miniſters, Judges, 
and great Officers of State, have uſually the 


King's Seal affixed to them, ſignifying their 
being impowered by him, or their acting in 
his Name, and by his Authority: T hus 


5 Abab 9 Wife wrote Letters to the Elders and 


— 


5 * | | K 5 Neben 
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| Nobles of the City of Nabeth, and ſealed them 
with the King's Seal“. 80 Haman ſealed 
the Letters, directed to the Governors of the 
Provinces, to deſtroy the Je Ws, and take 
the Spcil of them for a Prey ©. And this, I 
think, is evidently the Meaning of the 
Term, when our Lord applies it to himſelf; 
| Labour not for the Meat which periſheth, but 
. 8 or that Meat which endureth unto everlaſiing 
5 ge, ; which the Son of Man ſhall give unto 
you ; for him hath God the Father jealed ; 
that is, as it is explained, the Father hath 
given him Power over all Fleſh, that be 
" ſhould give eternal Life to as many as he gave 
Him. 5 Thus the Apoſtles were eminently 
ſealed, or authorized and commanded by the 
great Redeemer, to bear Witneſs of him in 
Judea, and among the Gentiles; and the 
ſurprizing Gift of Tongues, the miraculous 
Power of healing Diſeaſes, with the vaſt 
Succeſs which attended their Miniſtry, was 
a manifeſt Atteſtation that they were the 
© Servants of the moſt high God, ſent to ſhow 
unto Men the Way of Salvation and, in a 
Senſe, it is true of every Miniſter of the 
: Goſpel, who, having received the Grace of 
God bimſelf, is called by Providence to 
; 1 4-998 the Myſteries of the Kingdom, that 
e has the Seal of Heaven, as it were, with 
him; for herein he acts by the Command 


BY; by Kings xxi. 8. © Efth, i ili. 12, 123. John vi. 27. 
2 © John xvii. 2. „„ 
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of the great King and Law-giver of the 
Church; who tells us, All Power in Heaven 
and Earth was given unto him; and there» 
fore commands his Miniſters to ,go and 


- preach the Goſpel, and to reach all Na- 


tions. „ TR: 
And as every private Believer has a Work 
to do for God, whilſt in this World, as far 
as he is enabled to keep cloſe to the Rule f 
his Word, he has a Warrant from Heaven 
for the Performance of it ; and where he is 
hinder'd, oppoſed, or deſpiſed in the Diſ- 
charge of what God requires, the Affront 
ultimately terminates on him, who hath 
appointed his Servants to go and bring forth 
Fruit to his Honour and Glory.  _ 
2. Sealing, ſometimes, denotes Secreſy 
or Concealment. Thus we . ſeal up Re- 
cords, Writings, or Papers, which are not 
proper to be expoſed to open or common 
View: And thus the Church is compared to 
a Garden encloſed, a Spring ſhut up, a Foun- 
train ſealed *; her Privileges are peculiar to 
her ſelf; her Joys and Sorrows a Stranger 
intermeddleth not with; and in this Senſe 
it may be ſaid of every particular Believer, 
his Life is hid with Chriſt in God: God 
ſees more in his People than the World can; 
he hears more from them than their Fellow- 
creatures are ſenſible of; and converſes 
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_ graciouſly with them, whilſt the reſt of the 
World are Strangers to this delightful Fel- 
| lowſhip. The Believer has much to do 
in the Cloſet by himſelf, in communing 
with his own Heart, when his Spirit makes 
diligent Search; he is frequently pouring 
out his Soul to God in Secret, where no 
Eye ſees him but that of his heavenly. Fa- 
* ; he has his Hopes and Fears, his Trials 
and Temptations, his Agonies and Con- 
flicts, his Triumphs and Exultations, of 
which the Wicked and Ungodly are ei- 
„ wholly! ignorant, or very incompetent 

Judges. 85 
A Seal is uſed to diſtinguiſh one Thing 
a another: Thus a Merchant fixes his 
Seal on his Lot of Goods, and the Huſband- 
man his Mark on his Cattle, to prevent Diſ- 
putes about Property. Thus when the Apo- 
le had mentioned Dymeneus and Philetus, 


as Apoſtates from the Truth, leſt ic ſhould 


in the Lamb's Bo 


ſtumble the Weak ; he adds, Nevertheleſs, 
the Foundation of God ftands ſure; having this 
Seal, the Lord knoweth them 45 are biss; 
the whole Election of Grace have this Seal 
of God upon them ; he knows each and eve- 
ry of them, as having enrolled their Names 
F of Life, and predeftina- 
ted them in his nchangeable Purpoſe and 
Decree, to the Adoption of Children; this 


L 2 Tim, ii. 19. 
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may be call: God's ſecret Seal, wil be- 
comes viſible when he ſtamps his own Image 
upon them in Regeneration, whereby they 
are diſtinguiſhed from theUngodly in the 
Poſſeſſion of Grace, and marked out as de- 
ſigned for Glory; and though this does not 
equally appear to themſelves, or others, at 
all Times, Grace being ſometimes at 4 
low Ebb in the Soul; yet it is always diſ- 
cerned by him, who knows his Image where- | 
ever he ſees ir. 

4. Ir. ſometimes is expreſſive of our Re- 
-gard to, and value for any Thing, as well as 
our Property in it. Thus we ſeal up 
Jewels and Treaſure, and other valuable 
Commodities, and ſo many have underſtoods#. 
that Requeſt of the Church, Set me as 4 
Seal upon thine Heart, as a Seal upon thine 
Arms; alluding to the Cuſtom of Perſons 
in the Eaſtern Countries, who frequently 
wore the Pourtrait of an eſteem'd Friend en- 
graven on a Signet, or as a Picture near their 
Heart, or upon their Arm; and what fa- 
- yours this Interpretation is, God's Promiſe 
to Zerubbabel, that he would make him as 
a Signet; and his threatening Coniab, the 
Son of Febotakim, King of Judab, chat 
though he ware a Signet gn his right Hand, 
yet would he pluck him thence.*. And 
how exceegingly affectionate is that Anſwer 


5 * 
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of the Lord to the Church's ee that 
he had forſaken and forgotten her: Can 4 
Woman forget her ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould 
not have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? 
Lea, they may forget, yet will J not forget 
hee. Behold, I have graven thee on the 
Palms of my Hands ; ; thy Walls are continu- 
ally before me. And thus Aaron was an il- 
luſtrious Type of Chriſt, when he went in- 
to the Holy of Holies, having the Names of 
the twelve Tribes on his Breaſt-Plate; to 
which anſwers our Lord's Interceſſion for 
his People in Heaven, where he ever ap- 
pears in the Preſence of God for them 
whom he regards as his Jewels, his choice 
Treaſure and Inheritance, not one of which 1 
will he ever ſuffer to be loſt. | 
The moſt common Uſe of a Seal, is to 
ratify Covenants, or confirm Deeds: Thus the 
Princes, Levites, and Prieſts, having wrote a 
| Covenant, ſer their Seal unto it, in Confirma- 
tion of it ®, And ſo we read, that he who 
recęiveth the Teſtimony ' of Chriſt, bath ſet 
Zo his Seal, that God is true”. And this, 1 
apprehend to be the principal Meaning of che 
Term! in the Text, denoting the Spirit's atteſt- 
jng, or bearing Wines with our Spirits, that 
we are Children; and ſo Heirs of God, and 
Joint-Heirs with Chriſt; and this is ſome- 
times Nune immediately, by ſome ſpecial 


a 2; Iſa, giz. ts 6. by m \ Nehew, i ix, 38. ag John i iii. 33. 5 


Dix: 
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Diſcovery of divine Love: Thus David ſays, 
Thou haſt put Gladneſs into my Heart, whe 
God lifred up the Light of his Countenance | 
upon him e. Nor is it to be queſtion'd bur. 
there are ſome glorious Seaſons in which the 
Lord, the Spirit, as a Comforter, ſhines in 
upon the Underſtanding, inlarges the Af- 
fections, and having raiſed by his Power, 
ſatisfies their ſtrong Deſires wich his Love; 
when, in his Light, they ſee Light, and, 
comfortably beholding the Grace wherein 
they ſtand, rejoice with a Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory: This is the moſt delight- 
ful: Mercy that can be 1njoy'd on this fide 
Heaven, and is uſually vouchſafed as a Pre- 
parative for ſome Trials, or great Tempta- 
tions, or as a Cordial, to ſupport the droop- 
ing Spirits of the fainting Saints, when his 
Heart is ready to be overwhelmed within 
him; at other Times the Spirit is pleaſed 
ud make Uſe of Means : Thus he enables the 
Soul to converſe with the Promiſes ; and, 
whilſt he is pondering on the Import and 
Meaning of them, he diſcovers to him the 
excceding great and precious. Things they 
contain, and enabling him to faſten on them, 
with ſome Degree of Propriety, he power- 
fully aſſures him, that God is faithful, who 
has promiſed, wha alſo will. do it; 4 in- 


ages him, with Pleaſure and ee 


5 pa iy. 7. 
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to wait for their Accompliſhment : | (But 
this will be more largely inſiſted on in the 
following Diſcourſe.) 
Thus, again, under the Preaching ol the 
Goſpel, or attending on Ordinances, eſpe- 
cially that of the Lord's Supper, he is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed, ſometimes, to ſeal his Peo- 
ple unto the Day of Redemprion. In the 
one they, ſometimes, hear the Voice of the 
Son of God, ſaying, Be of good Chear, your 
Sins are forgiven: In the other, they ſee 
the King in his Beauty, and he comes and 
ſups with them, and they are admitted to 
ſup with him wich that Freedom and Inti- 
macy, that they can ſay which the Church 
of old, My Beloved is mine, and I am bis; 
or, with the Apoſtle, I know whom 1 have 
believed; and, be loved me, and * himſelf 

oo me 

However, whether the Bleſſing be given 


EN more immediately, or in the Uſe of Means, 


it is always attended with the deepeſt Abaſe- 

ment, and the moſt humble Thoughts of 
our ſelves, as well as high and honourable 

Apprchenſions of the Riebes and Sovereigu- 
ty of the Grace of God. We proceed, 
Secondly, To conſider the other Repreſen- 
tation that we have of this Privilege as an 
Earneſt ; a Term uſed in Traffick or Com- 
merce z when the Perſon agreeing for his 


I Purchaſe, pays down a Part before hand, by 
1 OSD he binds che e and e him 
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ſelf to pay the Remainder on the Delivery | 
of the Goods. Now, as an Earneſt is a 
Part, and but a Part of what we deſign to 
give; and yet, how ſmall a Part ſoever, 
obliges to the Performance; when we ap- 
ply the Ideas to this Work of the Spirit, 
they way teach us, 
1. That Communion with God here, is 
of the ſame Kind or Nature with the ever- 
laſting Fellowſhip we hope to enjoy with 


God hereafter; as the firſt Fruits were of 


the ſame Kind with the latter, ſo God ſends 
his Spirit into the Hearts of his People, who, 
by his conſolatory ſealing Operations, is to 
acquaint them, in ſome Degree, what Hea- 
ven is before they come to it; for the Joy 
of. the Chriſtian in believing whilſt here, 
differs rather in Degree than Kind, from 
that Fulneſs of Joy, and thoſe Pleaſures 
which will flow for ever at God's right 


— Hand hereafter. 


2. As it is a Part, ſo it is but a ſmall Part, 
and not to be compared with that far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory and _ 
Happineſs which he ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
when, he comes to the full 1 of his 

4 reritas ce; and yer, 
oconſiderable a Part as it may 18 
t6 de, In. he Experience of ſome, who but 
it, and, at beſt, in a lower De- 
| gree, It 18 a certain Pledge of the Whole of 
ESR Which is preferved for him in 1 | 
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fon; for th& Promiſe is moſt ſure, being the 
Word of him who cannor lie; that where 
God gives grace he will give Glory ; this he 
is not indeed obliged to from any other Ne- 


cebeſſity than that of his own ſovereign Mer- 


cy, in ordaining them unto eternal Life; 
nor have they the leaſt Claim to it, other- 


ways than as intereſted in the Merit of his 
Obedience and Sufferings; who pray d. Fa- 


ther, I will that they alſo whom thou. bajt 
given me, be with me where 1 am, to bebold 
my Glory v. 

-And it's worthy of our Notice, how the 
Bleſſings of Grace and Glory ſtand connected 
together in Scripture: The Accountathat 


our Lord gives of his Sheep is, that they 


were given to him of his Father, drawn to 


him by the attractive Power of Love, in 
Conſequence of which they hear his Voice 


and follow him; and that as he gave his 


Life for them, and has provided Paſture for 


them, and will be a Protection to them on 


Earth; fo they ſhall never periſh, bur inhe- 
rit 1 Life; and agreeable hereunto 


the Apoſtle obſerves, effectual Calling, Ju- 


vileges; which, when any one of f 


poffeſſed now, ſhall be attende 
r of chem all hereafte 


John xvii, 24. 
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God has not only dd himſelf by the two 
immutable Things, His Promiſe and his 
Oath; but the very Experience of his Peo- 
ple, as to Holineſs and Comfort, is a very 
ſafe Foundation for the Concluſion, that he 
who hath wrought them for this ſelf ſame 
Inheritance, and given them ſome Foretaſtes 
of it, will, e'er long, abundantly anſwer 
rheir Expectations, by fulfilling all his In- 
Which leads us, 


II. To conſider this ſealing as the Work 
of God, and what can be effected by no 
other. It is applied to the Father, in the 
Text, as diſtinguiſhed in Perſonality from 
the Spirit, whoſe Agency the Father is ſup- 
poſed to make Uſe of: In other Places of 
Scripture it is more eminently attributed to 
the Lord, the Spirit, and this with a great 
Deal of Conſiſtency; ſince whatſoever is 
ſaid to be done by each of the Three Per- 
ſons in the Salvation of Man, may be con- 
fidered as the Work of them all who are un- 
divided in Nature, and in all their exrernal 
Operations. | 
That none but God can ſeal the Saimts, is is 
evident from its being Heart- Work; none 
but he who made the Heart, has accel to 
it; nor is it in the Power of Men or Angels 
to bind up the broken in Heart; all at- 
tempts this way prove unſucceſsful, ll 
God N Pardon and Peace! in the Blood 


ot 
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of bis Song and ſheds abroad his Love in the 


Heart, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt; 


Men may hope well concerning us, heartily 


deſire our eternal Welfare, and, in a Judg- 


ment of Charity, conclude chat our State is 
ſafe, and that God is reconciled unto us; 
but as none but God can forgive Sin, ſo he 


only can pronounce Abſolution; ſo as to 


make the Bones, which Sin has RY to 
rejoice: And it is very obſervable, that ſome 


Saints who have walked in Darkneſs, per- 
haps, for many Years, and received little 


Satisfaction concerning their own State, 
from the moſt judicious, ſpiritual Diſcour- 


| ſes of their ſympathizing Friends, have been 


at once raiſed to a full Aſſurance of Faith, 
by the conſolatory Witneſſings of the Spirit 
with their Spirits, in a Way, and to a De- 
gree altogether unthonght of and unexpect- 

ed, whilſt they were writing bitter Things 


againſt themſelves; ang that "this was more 


than a Fancy, or warm Imagination, has 
been evident in their great Humility and 


Heavenly- mindedneſs, Chearfulneſs under 


Trouble, and. Vigour in running the Paths of 
God's Commandments ; - and what can this 
be referred to, but to his Grace, who ſays 
to the Priſoners, Go forth? and who, as the 
God of all Conſolation, ſcatters their Clouds; 
anſwers their ee en and cauſes them to 


tejoĩce and triumph 1 in Chriſt Jeſus: So that 


we may 7. with Elibu, W hen he giveth 
Viet ; 


, Rig hteouſneſs, ariſi 5 
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lerne, who can make Trouble? and when 

E hideth his Face, who can behold Bim? 

whether it be done againſt a N. arion, or a Man 
1 P 5 


"it: 7 bs Blefling, ee beſtowed, 
is given in a Way of mere Grace. 
This appears from the Conſideration as 
the Mercy it ſelf; as it is the greateſt Privi- 
lege on this ſide Glory, ſo the Perſon who is 
the Author of it, is abſolutely independent, 
and above all poſſible Obligation, as well 
as from the Circumſtances of the Party who 
is the Subject of ir, a defiled, guilry, Hell 
_ deſerving Sinner, with whom there is no 


Merit but of eternal Death; and from the 


different Degree of the Experience of it, 
which ſome Saints are favoured with above 
others, when they are in themſelves equally 
without Claim or Title to it, as well as 
from the utter Impoffibility of attaining it, 
when God is pleaſed ſovereignly to withhold 
it: Nor can it be diſputed, when all is of 
Mercy, undeſerved Mercy, the Bleſſings of 
Providence, the Gift of Grace, and the 
Whole of our Chriſtian Experience. that 
this, which is the chiefeſt Part of it, is ow- 
ing to the mere Favogr of the Sun of 
mand ſhining upon the 
Soul with healing in his Wings : So 1 


* ; 


v Job xxiv. 29. 


with 
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| with the Apoſtle, we may juſtly ac | 


Thanks to God, who, at any Time, cauſeth 


as 70 triumph i in Cbrift *. 2. Which leads us, 


IV. and Laſtly, To conſider the Duty of 
thoſe who are either wholly unacquainted 
with it, or of ſuch who have had the delight- 
ful Experience of it. 

1. Of thoſe who are, as yet, unacquaint- 
ed with it; and they are either Sinners, who 
live without God, and without Chriſt, and 


without Hope in the World; theſe cal 


loudly for our Pity, as Strangers to the pure, 
ſpiritual, refreſhing, and entertaining Joys - 
of the Chriſtian ; What is all, their Mirth, 
but Folly and Vanity! their Laughter little 
better than Madneſs; their Satisfactions, 
how empty, fading, and tranſitory! how 
frequently interrupted by the Throws and 
Pangs of a guilty Conſcience ! and how ſoon 
will they exchange them for the dreadful. 
onies of that Worm that dieth not: 
Could they be perſuaded to believe the Peace 
and Confolatien which the Saints enjoy, 
how readily would they quit the vain and 
Mort lived Pleaſures ariſing from Senſe and 
Sin, for that Peace of Conſcience, which 
the Believer, when ſprinkled with the Blood 
of Jeſus, has the comfortable Experience of. 
Bur beſides theſe, there are others who arg. 


truly 
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truly gracious, who may not have arrived 
to the full Injoyment of the Bleſſing con- 
tained in the Text, they have a Hope, a 
good Hope through Grace, but accompa- 
nied with many Fears; to ſuch as theſe it 

may be ſaid, 
1 That Aſſurance is not of the Eſſence 
of Faith; ſo that they are not preſently to 


conclude, becauſe they have not the ſame . 


Degrees of Joy, holy Boldneſs, and ſpiritual 
Confidence towards God, that therefore 
they are not in the Family ; for God has 

Children of various Ages, and different Sta- 
ture, Babes as well as ſtrong Men; and the 

good Shepherd has promiſed, that he will 

carry the Lambs in his Arras, as well as lead 
his Sheep into green Paſtures, and beſide the 
ſtill Waters; he will not break the bruiſed 

Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax, but 
bring forth Judgment unto Victory; nor 

does he deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things ; 
it is one Thing to be a Child of God, and 
another to know it; the former is ſufficient 
to aſcertain our Happineſs, the latter is the 

Foundarion of our Triumph. | 

. 2.) Theſe are to be directed to bleſs God 

for the little they have, and importunately 

to plead, that in his own Time and Way he 
would lead them into more intimate Com- 
munion with himſelf and his Son, till they 
are comfortably ſealed by the Spirit of Pro- 
- miſe. Ingratitude for paſt Mercies 2 
e 1 juſt- 
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| juſtly provoke God to withhold thoſe which 
are future; and a repining, fretful Frame, 


under lefſer Attainments, is not likely to be 


owned with farther Ca ee Re- 


member, no Part of the Chriſtian Experience 


can be called little, when we have deſerved 
to be left in the State of fallen Angels; and 
eſpecially as Glory ſtands as much connected 


with Grace, though but as a Grain of Mu- 


ſtard- Seed, as it does with the richeſt Ex- 
periences, and the moſt exalted Joys, which 


have at any Time been found with the Re- 


deemed of the Lord. And, would you find 
the Bleſſing? ſeek it where it -has uſually 


been met with: The Chriſtian who lives the 
moſt with God in private, bids the faireſt 


for the Experience of it; nor can you juſtly 


expect it, whilſt your Hearts are roo much 


in the World, and your Affections divided 


between Chriſt and other Objects; it's little 
leſs than Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
to talk of being ſealed by the Spirit, whilſt 


purſuing the Paths of Sin; if corrupt Com- 


munication proceeds out of your Mouths, it 
| Bitterneſs, Wrath, Anger, Clamour, Evil- 


ſpeaking, and Malice, attend you, the Spi- 


rit is grieved, and will ſuſpend his conſola- 
tory Influences; you may judge where he is 
moſt likely to Seal, or bear Witneſs in our 
Favour by the Fruits of the Spirit; which 
are Love, Peace, Long- ſuffering, Gentle- 


wet. Goodneſs, F aich, Meekneſs, Tempe- 


rance, 


— 
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france, where theſe Things are in you and 


abound, it will not be long befors they ſhall 
be accompanied with Joy, another Fruit of 
the ſame Spirit, even that Joy which a 


Stranger intermeddleth not with: 


- (2.) Have we, at any Time, had the 
_ ſweet Experience of this Mercy? Has God 

_ eſtabliſhed our Faith, inlarged our Peace, 
raiſed our Hope, by the inward Witneſſings 


of his own Spirit? How ſhould we bluſh 


to think that we have valued the Mercy no 
more, and made ſo little an Improvement 


of it! What is the Meaning of that Carna- 


licy, Careleſſneſs, Coldneſs, and Indifferen- 
cy, which hath ſince overtaken us? How 
illy have we requited him? who, accord- 

ing to his Promiſe,” when parting with his 


__ Diſciples, hath ſent the Comforter into 


our Hearts? May he not juſtly upbraid us 
with the moſt heinous and provoking Diſin- 

genuity, for our Omiſſion of Duty, or the 
ſuperficial Manner of its Performance, for 
our Treachery and Proneneſs to backſlide; 
and ſay, Is this the Return which I have 
for loving you, and leaving my Father's Bo- 
ſom, for living a Life of Poverty and Con- 


tempt, and dying the curſed Death of the 


Croſs; and after I had gained you by the 
Power of my Arm, as well as redeemed 
vou by the Price of my Blood, How have L 
ſpoke Peace to your troubled Conſciences ? 

What were your Ingagements to me in the 
OD "7 & _ 


— --- 
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Morning of your Eſpouſals? And have \ 
not ſometimes taken you into the Secret of 
my Preſence, and ſhown you my Covenant, 
and held you, for a Time, to the believing 
View of the Glories of the inviſible World! 
and, after all, to offend, diſhonour, and 
Mund me! How unworthy ! How Wan 
genuous! Sin is an abominable Evil in 
God's Sight, where- ever he beholds it; 
but the Sins of his People have the addi- | 
tional Aggravation of being committed a- 
gainſt the richeſl- Diſplays of Grace; and 
for this God ſometimes hides his Face-; fo 
that thoſe who could once ſay, This God is 
our God, and will be fo for ever and ever, 
are ſuffer'd to go mourning, and dejected 
| with Sorrow, to their Graves. 
And this ſhould teach the Saint to whon 
to apply for this deſirable Mercy, and where 


1 render his Thanks for it: The Lord, the 
Spirit, is the Guide and Sanctifier, and Com- 


| forter of Sion; to whom ſhould we go then, 
but to him, for Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Joy: 
And whilſt we adore the Father for his Love, 


tze Son for his Merit, we have equal Rea- _ 


fon to give Glory to the Holy Ghoſt; who 
Works all our Works in us, preparing us 
for, and giving us Foretaſtes of the heaven- 
Hf Inheritance. And how ſhould the com- 
for table Senſe of our being Heirs of God, 
and Joint-Heirs with Chriſt, under the Wit- 1 


| + of this Spirit, reconcile us to all Af- 
p * „„ flictions 


* 
b * 1 
2 * 
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fictions by che Way, and make us long to 
paſs over Jordan, to take Poſſeſſion of the 
promiſed Land; where our everlaſting Dox« 
ology will be to the King eternal, immor- 
tal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, be Glory, and Honour, 
and Praiſe, for ever. Amen, 


— 


SERMON VIII. 
þ The BELIEVER SEALED. 
7 1 


Erhzs. i L 13, 14. 


1 = whom alſo, after that ye be- 
uc ved, he were ſealed with that Holy 
=. Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Ear- 
WE * F our Inhernance, 
* v H1S Chapter contains an Epi- | 
tome of the Goſpel, in which 
the Apoſtle, after his uſual 8a- 
T4 lutation, wiſhing Grace to the 
2h Saints at Epheſus, adores the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, for bleſſing his People with all. 5 
| Hau Ble Ms in . Places in GM 1 . 
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and, beginning with electing Love, as the 
© oundatiof: of all other Bleſſings, he menti- 
ons their Adoption into'God's Family, their 
Acceptance in the Beloved, with tit Re- 
demption they have througli his Blood, at- 


tended with the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and 


their obtaining an Inheritance, to which 
they were predeſtinated, according to the Pur- 

poſe of him who works all Things after the 
unit] of his own Will; and that, in Conſe- 
quence of their being thus ordained unto 
eternal Life, it was given to them to believe, 
or put their Truſt in the Son of God, after 


that they bad heard the Word of Truth, the EZ: 


Go/pel of their Salvation: Upon which, he 

adds the Words of the Text; In whom: alh, ES 
after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt 
of our Inheritance. In which we may ob- 
ſerve the Order in which ſpiritual Bleffings 
are conferred : The Goſpel is firſt preach d, 


then render'd the Power of God unto Salva- - > 
tion; and when the Report of it is received, 
he who, as a Spirit of Illumination, convinn-k 
ces of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judg- _ — = 


ment, as a Spirit of Promiſe, ſeals the he 


liever: by giving him the Earneſt of his, » 
heritance” züntil the Redemprion of the f — 
chaſed Poſſeſſion! e 


„ Tlie Meaning of the Word Ka as 


e to the Believer, when under the 1 | 


_ lolatory Influences of the Lord, the 3 „ 
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and what is intended by the Earneſt, or firſt 


The Believer Sealed. 


Fruits of our Inheritance, being largely con- 


fider'd in the preceding Diſcourſe, what re- 


mal 
we 


f the Subject 1s, to inquire how far 
know, and ſafely determine, that a 


| Promiſe is ſer home upon our Hearts, and 


our Souls ſealed in meditating upon it, by 
the Spirit of God? a Queſtion of the great- 
eſt Importance, as to Chriſtian Experience, 
though not without its Difficulties. In the 


” Reſolution of which, we ſhall, 


PF. 5 of To. 


J. ts down im general ab 
from the Nature of the Promiſes, the 
Manner of their Impreſſion, and the In- 
fluence which they have on the Hearts 
of the Saints. 

* Apply them to ſome irticular Caſes, 
in which the Saints have uſually found 
the greateſt Advantage, by. converſing 
with the Promiſes; and which may 

| ſerve to direct chem how to judge in all 
others. 


172 Then, we are to propoſe ſome general 
"Bates, by which we may determine when a 
Promiſe is ſent from God for our Inſtru- 


Lion, Support, or Conſolation. And when 


„r chat is the o 
1. The Promiſe will be Way perti- 


* nent, and ſuited to our Circumſtances ; and 


e in the very Letter or Terms of it, 


33 


| or Eh 
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br in ſome Inferences, or Deductions, which 
we are inabled to gather from it. 
The Spirit of God being infinitely wiſe, 
can never be ſuppoſed to impreſs upon our 
Minds a Paſlage of Scripture for ou#Com- 
fort, which is either contrary, or foreign to 
our Caſe, Thus ſuppoſe the Believer injoy- 
ing Health of Body, proſperous in his Af- 
fairs, comfortable in his Mind, happy in his 
Friends and Family; ſuch an Intimation as 
that, Behold, happy is the Man whom God 
correcteth; therefore deſpiſe not thou the Cha- 
ftening of the Almighty*; or, Whom the 
Lord loveth he correctetb, even as a Father 
the Son, in whom he delighteth*; or that of 
the Apoſtle ; If ye indure Chaſtenings, God 
dealeth with you as with Sons; for what Son 
7s he whom the Father chaſteneth note; can 
hardly be concluded to be given in as ſpecial 
Promiſes; for, where they are ſo, they will 
appear to be as ſuitable as ſeaſonable ; Words 
fitly ſpoken, like Apples of Gold in Pictures 
of Silver: Not that we intend hereby that 
every Saint ſhould be capable of knowing 
the exact, preciſe, critical Meaning of every 
Portion of Scripture, or of every Promiſe _ 
that is brought home to him; this the moſt 
Judicious will not pretend to; but whar- 
ever may be the Conceptions which they 
may form of the Import of a Promiſe, if it 


2 Job v. 1j, Þ Prov, ii. 12. L Heb. xi. 7 
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is ſealed by the Spirit of God upon their 
Hearts, it will appear to have ſome Thing 
agreeable to their Situation, and viſibly cal- 
Es, adminiſter Relief, 
2. When ever a Promife is peculiarly im- 

preſſed by the Spirit on the Mind of a Chri- 
ſtian, there will be ſome new Degrees of 
Light, and farther Meaſures of holy and 
ſpiritual Liberty found with him; it is not 
eaſy to conceive the ſurprizing Difference 
with which the ſame Perſon reads, or me- 
ditates on the fame Promiſe, at various Sea- 
ſons: Sometimes it is to him as a dead Letter, 
or as a Tale that is told; but at other 
Times, whilſt he is muſing, the Fire burns, 
and, &er he is aware, his Heart becomes 
like the Chariot of a willing People : Thus 
the two Diſciples, whatever Knowledge 
they might have before of the Writings of 
| Moſes and the Prophets, ſaw Things in a 
new Light whilſt Chriſt was expounding to 
them the Scripture; and, upon his diſap- 
pearing, they ſay, with Gratitude and Won- 
der, Did not our Hearts burn within us 
obilft he talked with us by the Way, and 
510 be opened to us the Scriptures e. 
Where the Spirit of God is as a SanRi- 
fier, there is Liberty from the reigning. 
- Power and Dominion of Sin ; where he is as 
a Comforter, he ſays to the Priſoners, Go 


© Luke xxiv. 32; 
A forth, 
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forth, and there is a maþjnsiz, or holy Bold- 


neſs, and humble Confidence; which is not 
ſo much experienced at other Times ; and, 


for the moſt Part, the Saint ſees conſidera- 
bly farther into the Meaning, or Grace of the 


Promiſe than ever he did before. In Conſe- | 


quence of this, 
The Saint is inabled to enter into the 


Promiſe with an appropriating Apprehen- 


ſion of his Intereſt in the Bleſſing contained 


in it, to faſten upon it, rejoice in it, and 
plead i it before the Throne'; ; here his Expe- 
rience, indeed, is peculiar to himſelf ; nor 
can Language convey the Deſcription : Bur 
when thus inabled to find God's Word, and 
eat it, it is to him ſweet as the Honey, yea, 


ſweeter than the Honey-Comb. The Cri- 


minal does not read his Pardon, nor the 
Heir his Title to a large Inheritance, with 


- ſo much Pleaſure and Satisfaction as the 
Saint his Charter of Privileges : And where 


ſucha Promiſe as that. The Lord God is a Sun 


þ 
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and a Shield; be will give Grace and G. 15 4 


ry; and no good Thing will he withhold from ; 


thoſe who walk auen „is ſealed upon , 


him, it yields a more ſolid Joy than What 


can ariſe from any other Conſideration; and 


though the main of his Portion is reſerved 15 


for him to the laſt, and he has only the 
Hedges and Earneſts of it by the 83 yet, : 


e Pial, ako? It 
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being fully perſuaded that God is faithful, 

. who has promiſed, and that all his Promiſes 

are Yea, and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus ; when 

he is * by them to ſee the Grace where- 

in he ſtands, he rejoices in Hope, and that 

ſometimes wich a Joy unſpeakable and full 
of Glory. 

And to this we may add, that the Reliſh 
of it uſually abides and continues with him 
for ſome time; nor is he, for the moſt Parr, 
ſo attentive to the Voice of God at firſt, as 

'* afterwards, when it is faſten'd upon him as a 
Nail in a ſure Place. And when this 18 the 

Caſe, x 

4. The Believer's 8 of God, 

and the Riches of his Grace, are proporti- 
onably raiied and exalted, and his Senſe of 

his own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs more 
ſtrong and lively. 
5 Satan will ſometimes transform 83 
into the Appearance of an Angel of Light, 
and may be ſuffered to lull aſleep the carnal 
preſumptuous Sinner, with falſe and delu- 
'hve Hopes, founded on mere counterfeit 
| and imaginary Experiences; ; but it is as de- 
ſtructive to his Intereſt, as it is oppoſite to 
his Inclination, for the Sinner to be humbled 
at God's Feet, and lie low in his own 
Eyes; where Knowledge puffs up, and /up- 
Poſed Comfort renders haughty, proud, and 

Conceited, we have Reaſon to ſuſpect them; 
90 88 can 10 ever believe a Promiſe to be ſent 
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from God to the Soul; but, whilſt muſing 5 
2 it, he will be ready to ſay with the Pro- 
phet, Wo is me, I am undone, a Man of un- 
clean Lips; or with Job, I have beard of 
thee by the Hearing of the Ear; but now 
mine Eyes ſee thee ; therefore I abhor my Self 
in Duſt and Aſhes. And whenever he is in- 
abled to look through the Promiſe, into the 


T_ heavenly World, and with Pleaſure and 
Propriety, to ſay, It is mine, an Inheritance 


Prepared for ne; he will be as thoroughly 
ſolicitous after that Holineſs, which is to 
render him meet for it, as he rejoices in that 
Righteouſneſs which is his Title to it ; nor 
can we poſſibly entertain almoſt a more 
diſhonourable Thought of God, than to 
imagine that there is any one Word in the 
Bible, in the Promiſes, any more than the 
Precepts, that gives the leaſt Incouragement 
to that abominable Thing, which his righte- 
cous Soul hates. 
Iheſe are ſome of the general Rules with 
which, comparing our Experience, we may 


form ſome Judgment how far a Promiſe is 


ſet home upon the Soul by the Spirit of Ong. Eo 
Dean leads us, BE 1 


II. To attend to ſome particular Caſes in 
which the Promiſes of the Goſpel have been 
more eſpecially owned of God, for the 

Support of his People. In the Confidera- 


tion of which, the nin Rules 
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will appear to have their Uſe and Impor- 
tance. As, 
SF, We may take a View 6f the Believer 
in the Morning of his Converſion, the 
Time of his Eſpouſals, when he firſt knows 
what ſpiritual Peace and Comfort mean. 
The Promiſes which are moſt commonly the 
Means of Incouragement at that Time, are 
ſuch as theſe ; Turn you at my Reproof : Be- 
bold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, I 
will make known my Words upon jou. Come 
now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord: Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as Snow ; though they be red 
like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wooll s. Ho, 
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, 
and be that hath no Money; come ye, buy and | 
eat, yea, come buy Wine and Milk without 
Money, and without Price". In the laſt 
Day, that great Day of the Feaſt,  Feſus 


flood and cried, ſaying, If any Man thirſt, 
2 him come unto me and drin“ i. Where- 


ore he is able to ſave to the utmoſt, all who” 
come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to 
make Interceſſion for - them*, Whence the 
awakened Convert begins to be ſatisfied of 

Chriſt's Power to redeem and fave him; and 
whilſt conſcious of Guilt, and apprized of 


his own Unworthineſs, he is in Doubt whe-" © 
cher he is as s willing as able; he ſometimes 5 


er. 23 „ 18. 4 h » Chap. Ie. x , 
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hears the ſtill Voice of Chrift in ſuch Lan- 
_ guage as that, Who hath deſpiſed the Day of 
ſnall Things; or, He will not break the 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax®. 
Come unto me all ye who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reſt ® : And, Mo- 
 ſoever cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
 out®. Ask, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened 


unto you. For every one that asketh, re- 


8 
by - E 2 
2 5 
3 
8 
1 
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ceiveth; and he that ſeeketh, findeth; and to 
bim that knocketh, it ſhall be opened. For 
what Man is there of you, whom, if his Son 
as Bread, will give him a Stone? Or if he 
ask a Fiſh, will give him a Serpents If ye 
then being evil, know how to give good Gifts 
unto your Children, How much more ſhall your 
Father which is in Heaven give good Things to 
. them that rat:bim oo oo tt 
+ Now, taking it for granted, that one or 
the other of theſe ſweet Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture dwells on his Mind, following of him 
from Place to Place, Would he know whe- _ 
ther it is from God ? Let him, in a Depen- 
dance on the Teachings of the Holy Spirir, 
apply the foregoing Rules, and aſk himſelf, 
as in the Sighr of God, Whether they are 
not ſuited to his Caſe ? Whether he has not 
a a more ſpiritual View of the gracious Im- 
port of them? What was that Glow, 


„een bv; is. n Matt. xi. 28. 


Warmth, 1 
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Warmth, and Power with which thiy were 
impreſſed * ?. Whether for a Time, at leaſt, 
| he was not inabled to reſt upon, and rejoice. 
in the Good contained in them? And, what 
Influence they had upon his Mind, when 
thinking on the Mercy of God? What far- 
ther Views of the Evil of Sin, the Plague of 
bis own Heart, and the Ingratitude of his 
former Converſation, together with earneſt 
Breathings after more Communion with 
God, a a greater Likeneſs to his Son ; and 
if. he can ſer to his Seal in the Preſence of a 
Heart-ſearching God, and as going to his 
Bar, that they were to him as Life from the 
Dead, and furniſhed out ſome Degree of 
ſolid Comfort and ſpiritual Joy; whilſt. 
ſtripped of himſelf, and filled with adoring 
Apprehenſions of ſovereign, diſtinguiſhing 
Grace, he was made, more than ever, to 
hate Sin, and value the Saviour; he may 
. warrantably take them for Meſſages of 
Peace, fent from his reconciled God and 
Father, to excite in him/ that good Hope, 
95 through Grace, els ſhall never leave him 
. aſhamed. £ 
2. We may eonsbler the Saint under ſore 
7 Trials, great and preſſing Afflictions. 3 
eee rouble 1 is common to all; Man is born 
do it as the Sparks fly upwards ; he is of few 
LE Days, and full of Trouble; nor are the beſt 


of Men exempt from it; many are the Af- = , 
ES. flictions of che Righteous, Og nana} 3 
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in their Kind and Degree; ſometimes Perſo- 
nal, at other Times Relative, and, in ſome 
kntences, they are united ; when, with 
Fob, they are emptied from Veſſel to Veſſel, 
ſpoiled of their Subſtance, bereft of their 
Children, charged as Hypocrites by miſtaken 
Friends, mocked and reviled by their impla- 
cable Enemies Now the Promiſes which are 
given to them under ſuch Circumſtances, 
are either for Inſtruction or Conſolation ; of 
the firſt Kind, are ſuch as that in Fob ; If 
they be bound in Fetters, and holden in Gords 
of Afﬀiftion: Then be ſheweth them their 
Work, and their Tranſgreſſions that they have 
exceeded. He openeth alſo their Ear to Dif- 
cipline, and commandeth that they return 
from Iniguity a: Or that of Ezekiel; I will 
cauſe you to paſs under the Rod, and bring you 
into the Bond of the Covenant. And there 
ſhall ye remember your Ways, and all your 
© Doings, wherein ye have been defiled, and ye 
ſhall loath your ſelves in your own Sight, for 
all the Evils that ye have committed Or 
that of Hoſea ; Therefore behold, I will hedge 


up thy Way with Thorns, and make a Wall. 


that ſhe ſhall not find her Paths, Ant ſhe | 
ſhall Follow after her Lovers, But hall: not 
And them: Then ſhall ſhe ſay, Twill go ans 
return to my fit Husband'; . then it uns 
better with me than now f, oy 


2 


Job xxxvi. 8, 9 10% 2 Ezck, xx, 37, 43. 7 Hoc. | 
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Thoſe ſuited for our Conſolation, are; 


The eternal God is thy Refuge, and under. 


neath are everlaſiing Arms : And he ſhall 
thruſt out the Enemy from before thee, and 
ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them. And that of the 


| Pſalmiſt ; For in the Time of Trouble be ſhall 


hide me in his Pavillion ; in the Secret of his 


Tabernacle ſhall he hide me, he ſhall ſet me up | 
upon a Rock. When my Father and my Mo. 


ther forſake me, then the Lord will take me 


1p. Wait on the Lord ; and be of good Cou- 


rage, and be ſhall Arengtben thine Heart : 


Wait, I jay, on the Lord u. Caſt thy Bur- 


den upon the Lord, and hs ſhall ſuſtain 
thee : He ſhall never ſuffer the Righteous to 
be moved *, It is good for me that 1 have 


been afflifted, that I might learn thy Sta- 
tutes . They that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap 


in Joy. He that goeth forth and weep- 


5 erb, bearing precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs 


come again rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves 


with him. And, Thou haſt been Strength to 
the Poor, a Strength to the Needy in bis Di- 


 freſs; a Refuge from the Storm, a Shadow 
from the Heat, when the Blaſt of the terrible 
des is as 4 Storm againſt the Wall *, And, 
_ © Thus ſaith the Lord that created thee, O an 
cob, and that formed thee, O Ijrael, Fear not; 
| fer 1 have redeemed thee, I have called thee 


4 


5 £ Do xxxiij, 27. © pfl. xxvii. 5, 10, 1 Prat, 
fal, cxix. 77. * Plal exxzvi. 5, 6.” 
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by thy Name ; thou art mine. When thou 
' paſſeft through the Waters, T will be with thee; 

and through the Rivers, they ſhall not ouer- 
flow thee: When thou walkeſt through the 

Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt ; neither ſhall 

 #he Flame kindle upon thee *®, And, Who ſhall 

L us from the Love of Chriſt? Shall 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or 
Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword? 
Or, Our light Afliction, which is but for a 
Moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 


and eternal Weight of Gliry . 


_ Theſe, and many others of the ſame 

Kind, are ſcatter d up and down the ſacred 
Oracles, and often given in to the Saint, 
when ready to fink under the Weight of Af- 
flictions. That they are ſuitable to ſuch an 
End, cannot be diſputed; and when they 


have a Tendency to ſuppreſs our hard 


Thoughts of God, to ſtill our Murmuring 
againſt him, and ingage us to ſubmit to his 
Sovereignty, and ſubſcribe to his Diſpoſals, 
waiting for the promiſed Iflue of the Diſ- 


penſation, ſenſible that we are chaſtized leis 
than our -Iniquities deſerve ; and waiting 


with Deſire, to be thoroughly purged from 
all remaining Droſs, and weaned from the 


World, we long for Heaven as a Place of Hen; 
finleſs Perfection: When they are thus 


V 1d. Xlii. 1, 2. Rom. viii. 35. © 2 Cor. iv. 1 
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the Believer may ſafely conclude they are 
impreſt on his Mind by a divine Direction 
or Appointment. 
3. If we conſider the Saint Aan dreadful 
Temptations, in the Midſt of Snares, and 
trembling under the. Apprehenfions of the 
Remains of indwelling Sin, and the Danger 
of being carried away by the Power of his 
oven Corruptions ; here alſo God has not left 
himſelf without a Witneſs, in many exceed- 
Ang great and precious Promiſes; nor has 
any one of theſe been made of more univer- 

al Service than that Declaration of our 

Lord to Peter; Simon, Simon, Satan hath 
8 Ne, to have you, that he may fift you as 
beat: Bui I have prayed for thee. that thy 
ES [Faith fail note. And when this has been 
570 Toben home. to the Soul, and ne 


5 niency, dad provea che Means of ingaging 
my to rely on the Care and Faithfulneſs of 
racious Advocate, he may ſafely deter- 
mie whence the Intimation comes; for it 
cã guet be an Enemy who would lead him to 
be tliffident of himſelf, and to be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the Power of his Might: 
And when the Apoſtle ſays, The God of Peace 
ſhall bruiſe Satan under your | Feet ſhortly; 
How does the Believer ſometimes meditate 
* it with Pleaſure and —— AES 


CLE GS : Lake al $1, 34. * 5 
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i he knows that none but -a God can give 
him the Victory over this Adverſary; ſo the 
Conſideration of his being at Peace with 
him, and reconciled to him in the Blood of 
his Son, gives him Incouragement to hope 
that he will do it; and as he has ingaged to 
do it ſhortly, How does this animate him 
during the Conflict, and excite his Confi- 
dence, as to the Ifue of it? and ſo when 
he reads, That. there hath no 7. emptation ta- 
ken you, but ſuch as is common fo Man: But 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be 
tempted. above what ye are 75 ; but will 
witb the Temptation alſo Mode a Way t6 
eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it *, It 
ſerves, when impreſſed by the Spirit of God 
on his Mind, as an Anſwer to an Objection 
that may before have harraſſed him, as if he 
was alone in his Temptations, and his. Caſe 
peculiar to himſelf: And he js then brought 
to wait in the faithful Diſcharge of his 


Duty, believing. that God will either ſup- 


port him under, or break the Snare, and 
make a Way for his Eſcape; the — 
of the Apoſtle, when — * thoroug 
view, and applied cloſely to himſelf, 5 
leſs inſtructive than comfortable, whil 


E that the Meſſenger of Satan was . 


tevent too high an Opinion of him 
r the ee, | ROO 


, ſent 0 
ſelf, aft 
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Th Belver Sealed. 
which had been made to him; and after be 


had ſpread the Cafe before the Lord, and im- 


portunately cried for Help, the Anſwer Was, 
ſy Grate *s ſufficient for thee; my Strength | 
all be 'matie perfett in thy Weaneſs® : 
Whence the Saint concludes, when warm- 
ly meditating upon it, though unable in 


Himſelf to reh the leaſt Temptation, he 


can do all Things through Chrift's ſtrength- 
ming of him, and fighting under the Ban- 


ner of chis Captain of Salvation, going out 


the Strength of this Lion of the Tribe of 
Ha); having on the whole Armour of 


od, he is freed from a flaviſh Fear of the 


| Enemy, and ſometimes inabled to rejoice 


that no Weapon formed againſt Him ſhall 
— and that in the End, he ſhull be 
ughit ola Conqueror, 800 mote chan « a 


o 5 7 


4. Wiew him vader great Darkneſs, et 
planing of Deſercion, and calliti In Que 
ion 4H his former Experiences, faying with 
Aſupb, Millitbe Lori 55 for ever? and 
Wil he he euourable v more? I bis Mercy 
clenn gone fo. cuir? Doth his Promiſe Jail 


for per more! ? Hath'Gol forgotten to be gru- 


rut? Hatb be in Anger bur up bis tender 
Miertier r How ſuitable tothis'Caſe, ſome- 
times, is the Anſwer of Manbulos Wife to 


8 ner "Huſband ; * che Lord were Plegſed to 


6 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8, 9 * rf i 1 8, 9, 10. 
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defiroy, he would not have ſhown us. ſuch 


- 2 wi Þ of the Relation of the four Lepers, 
who reaſoned with each other, Why, ff we 
Bere until we die ? If we enter into the City, 
the Famine is there, and we ſhall die there; 
F we fit ſtill, we die alſo.: Now let us fall 
into the Hoſt of the Aﬀſyrians ; if t 5 47 us 
live, We 2 live; if they Eil ug we ſhall 
but die*. How bas this been owned of God 
to quicken him in his Application to him 
for Mercy, in the earneſt Language of Job; 
Though thou flayeſt me, yet will I truft in 
the And though he may not be able in this 
Seaſon of Diſtreſs, as at other Times, to 
trace the Lord in his gracious Dealings with 
him; yet it is not without its Uſe when 
duly impreſſed on his Spirit; that 9 can 
ſay N the Man, whoſe Eyes the Saviour 
Nr to the inquiring eus; This one 
5 bing J know, that whereas I was once blind, 
no I /ee : And when thoſe precious Promi- 
ſes, attended with Light and Heat, break in 
upon his Mind, 5 when Sion ſaid, The 
Tord bath forſaken me, and my Lord hath 
Forgotten me; it's anſwered, En a Won 01147: 
forget her ſucking Child, that (he Saul we not 
 bave Compaſſion on the Son of. her Womb ? 
yea, they may forget; yet will I not forget 


Things as theſs*', When he has read, or 5 


thee. | Bebold, I _ graven thee on the 


2 judges xiii. 3 * 2 Kings! vii, 4. 1 If 
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fn Palms f my Hands, and thy Walls are con- 
TLinually before me: He is obliged to ſay, 
” - melted with the Grace, and aſtoniſhed with 


the Condeſcention, Lord, it is enough; If I 
am on thy Heart, ingraved on the Palms of 
thy Hands, the Time ſhall come when thou 
wilt break through every Cloud, and ſhine 
upon me as the God of my Salvation : And 
When he reads what God ſays to his Church, 
and is inabled to apply it to himſelf, What ; 
Refreſhment attends the Revelation jm Fear 
not, for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed : Neither 
be thou confounded, for thou ſhalt not be put 
to Shame, For thy Maker is thine Husband, 
the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; and thy Re- 
| deemer, the boly One of Iſrael, the God of the 
whole Earth, ſhall he be called. For a ſmall 
Moment have T forſaken thee, but with great 
; Mercies will I gather thee. In a little Wrath 
I bid my Face from thee for a Moment ; but 
with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have Mercy 
on thee, ſaith the Lord, thy Redeemer. For 
his is as the Waters of Noah unto me : For as 
1 have ſworn, the Waters of Noah ſhould no 
more go over the Earth; ſo have ] fworn that 
P | would no more be wrath with thee, nor re- 
Buke thee. For the Mountains ſhall depart, 
| and the Hills be removed, but my Ki ndneſs 


all not depart from thee ; q neither ſhall the 


[ j een of my Peace be removed, * the 
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Lord, that hath Mercy on thee, And thus 
he concludes with the Apoſtle, that he has 
Reaſon to be content under the moſt melan= . 
choly Diſpenſations, fince he has an Aſſu- 
rance, and is inabled to reſt in it, that God 


- will never, no never leave nor forſake him. 
5. Suppoſing the Saint conſcious of Guilr, - 


mourning over his Departures from God, 
with what Savour ſometimes does he think 
of that Paſſage, Go, and proclatm theſe Words 
towards the North, and ſay, Return thou 
 backſliding Tſrael, ſaith the Lord, and I will 
not cauſe mine Anger to fall upon you; for I 
am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and I will not 
keep Anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine 
Iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt 
the Lord thy God. Tarn, O backſliding Chil- 
dren, ſaith the Lord, for I am married unto 
you ®, Or when the Prophet ſays, O T/rael, 
return unto the Lord thy God ; for thou haſt 
fallen by thine Iniquity. Take with you Words, 
and turn to the Lord, ſay unto him, Take a- 
way all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly; 
fo will we render the Calves of our Lips: 
And alſo that of the Prophet ; 1 have ſeen 
his Ways, and I will heal bim alſo, and reftore 
Comforts unto him, and to his Mourners, £# 
create the Fruit of the Lips ; Peace, Peace to 
bum that is afar off, and to bim that is near, 
ſaith the Lord, and I will heal him v. Now, 


% Jer. iii. 12, 13, %½½%j“j Hoſ n, „%.. GG | 
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— 4 theſe, or © ſuch-like Portions of Serip- 


EY, ture come from God, they are attended with 


a Sight of the Evil of our Conduct, and 


— the Sainc filled with Shame and Regret for 


4 1s Diſloyalty, judging and condemn- 
imſclf, confeſſes with David, Agai 


A 225 thee only have I finned and "done -this 
Evil in thy Sight ; and ſees more of the Va- 


lue of that Blood, which eleanſeth from all 
Sin, and heartily defirous to forſake every 
evil Way, receives the Intimation of forgi- 
ving Grace, with the utmoſt Gratitude and 
Praiſe. N | 

Laſily, When under Bondag , chrough 
Fear of Death, and terrifie« 'with the 
Thoughts of an approaching Diffolution, 
How reviving is the Promiſe, That neither 
Death nor Life, nor any other Creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love 
of God, which is in Chrift Jeſus our Lord *, 


That Chriſt, by his Death, deſtroy d him who 


had the Power of Death, that is the Devil": 
Or that Triumph of the Apoſtle, O Death, 
Where is thy Sting? O Grave, Where is thy 


VPidlory? 72 he Sting of Death is Sin; and the 
279 Strength of Sin is the Law. But Thanks be 
0 Ged who giveth us the Victory, through our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt ©, In the View of that, 


_ the Enemy appears diſarmed, and with Da- 


vid, the Saint can ſay ; TU I walk through 


Rom. viii. 38, 3% Heb, u. 14. f x Cor. S 
Fs 55, 56, 57. | | — 
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the dark Valley of the Shadow of Death; 7 


mill fear no Evil Though my Fleſh and my © 
Heart fail, God 1s the Streng þ of my Heart, 
and my Portion for ever * : Or with Job, 7 

know that my Redeemer verb, and that he 

Hall land at the latter Day upon the Barth. 

And though after my Skin, 2 orms deſtroy this 

, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God: Whom 

'F ſhall fee fir is my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall be- 

hold, and not another ; though my Reins be 


conſumed within me v. 


Thus it would be eaſy to ſhow you how 
richly God has provided for the ſtrong Con- 
folation of the Heirs of Salvation. And if, 
at any Time, they are at a Loſs to deter- 
mine, whether a Promiſe is ſent to them 
under a divine Direction, they ſhould: aſk 


themſelves, Whether ic is not proper to 
them, ſuited to their Caſe, and tends to 


exalt the Redeemer, to humble them be- 


fore God, and make them thirſt after more 


| Fellowſhip with him, and greater Meetneſs 
for the Injoyment of him? where theſe are 
Fruits, we may be ſatisfied of the Ori- 


1 ginal ; ; it cannot be from themſelves ; for at 
N other other Times they converſe wich the 


fame Promiſes, without any conſiderable 
Impreſſion; ; it cannot be from the mere 
Working of natural Affections, becauſe Na- 


* Plal, xiii. 4. and Ir zi. 26. L Job zi. 35, 26, 7. 
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ture cannot riſe higher than it ſelf; nor is it 
the Voice of an Enemy, as contrary to his 
Nature, and deſtructive to his Intereſt. 
From the Whole we obſerve, 
(1.) That we have here a glorious Progt 
of the Deity and Perſonality of the Holy 
Spirit, as he could not ſanctify the Unclean, 
root out Corruption, and form; maintain : 
and perfect the new Creature, were he not 
the Lord God Almighty ; ſo neither could | 
he know every Part of the Believer's Caſe, 
much leſs ſupply him with ſuitable Com- 
forts, making his troubled Conſcience eaſy, 
binding up his broken Heart, ſpeaking 
Peace to him when in the Depths of Di- 
ſtreſs, were he not Omniſcient, Omnipre- 
ſent, and All- ſufficient. And as the Fa- 
| ther is ſaid to ſeal. his People by che Spirit 
of Promiſe, as the Work be-ſpeaks his Di- 
vinity, the Diſpenſation proves his diſtinct 
Perſonality : So that we may conclude 
with the Apoſtle, that there are three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three 
are one *. 
(2. } Let this i incourage the doubting Chri- 

3 ſtian; God's Word is full of Promiſes, his 
bo Spiric can eaſily apply them, and make 
them as precious to him as they are great 
in themſelves. 
„„ 1 Johay. 7. FT 
"7 on „%% (3.) Hence 
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(3.) Hence we may learn, that where 
Perſons are Strangers to chat Faith which 
is of the Operation of the Spirit of God, 
they are miſtaken in all their ſuppoſed 
Comforts, their Hope is mere Preſump- 
tion; for it is after ye believed ye were 
ſealed; the Spirit never can be ſuppoſed 
to ſet his Seal to a Blank, or atteſt a Fal- 
ſhood. Now the firſt Evidence of our 
being Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs with 
Chriſt, is, that it is given to us to believe: 
He who has not the Spirit as a- Sanctifier, 
can never be * to "0p him as a 
Comforter. 
(a.) This may ſerve to remove the Chang 
of Enthuſiaſm laid againſt the Saint, when 
ſpeaking of his Pleaſure, in converſing with 
the Promiſes ; for though he may ſome- 
times be- miſtaken, through Weakneſs or 
Inadvertency; yet 4 moſt rational Account 
may be given of God's dealing in chis 
Manner with his Servants. And where 
the fore- mentioned Effects attend the Spi- 
rit's Sealing, whether immediately, or by _ 

a Promiſe, the Chriſtian may reſt eaſy _ 
in himſelf, and bleſs the Name of his 
| God, whilſt he has Food to eat, that the 
World knows not of, and a Joy in Be- 

lieving, which a Stranger intermeddleth 
not with, 5 


1 55 Lat, : 


s made 
ot the 
enjoy 

Ex- 


* 


d. 
Prom 


not 
ſe his 
be gone to 


wn Treaſures 


18 ral 
his 1 


fled as 
*73 


Seal 

ny | 

iſ here, and 
he unkno 


poſſe 


ſhould th 


him eager to 


— 


ret 


r, wh 


make 


T be Bel 
Are there ſo ma 
that World, 


ſhall 


tance, for ever. 


7 


Believe 


ly 


of 


one half told him of what he 
whe 


to the 
hereafter ; How 
ation, 


* 


* 1 2 5 — = 0 * 

2 2 . ERAS] 2 — — 
+. p — * 8 * * N 4; 25 
S, 1 5 NR. 1 3 n 


* 1 


"Tr 
7 


* . 2 7 r 22 
ee ee 
_ _— * 


LD * 
> 
>... F 
. Theft £2235 
OI pd . 
, 
* 
1 
. 
* 
» 
* 
. 
* 
ba . 
> — 
_ 
. * 
1 
— 
.* " A * 
To 
* -- | 
* 
3 
7 
J v4 
* 
* 
* - y 
* 
* £ 
<e 
f 
* 
7 
* £ 
*% [4 
4 
* 
4 
* 
7 * 
#44 6 
1 6 
by # * — 
* 1 
8 x 
> 
7 * 
- 
* 
DE: 2 © 
PR a \ « 4 * & 
, « : 8 - 
" . LIPS & 4 
4 o 12 # 
0 „ Lo. 
* ö 1 
81 o "Mo „ 
* 4 «N70 y 
* « * 4 7 ©, " 
4 » "Im * 
0 ' wget Sr tho * 
* Ap 4 8 ' * 
a - ' , F £4 ; 
4 4 a * 1 A 
bo. 3 #, 
5 4 L990 # : 
1 * Tas. 1 


8ꝗ8 — BILE ISR... — RAS 
whe , \ 


. 
* 
_— —_— 5 
. 1 
vw. 
* 
7 7 
4 b x 
p f — on * 
_ 1 4 1 
Va * N x Go * * by 
N 0 . 4 = 
ks * 5 3 
* 
2 5 A 8 . 
. * * 
7 ] 
> — 
7 
j i 2 is 
* * 
* 
* 
. 
. 
— 
* 
x 
Y 
-+ 
— 4 
/ 1 
55 * 
A * 
0 A 
19 9 \ 
„ * 
EF 
o 6 ; 
+ - 
> n 
3 N 
. V4 
o * * 
« N 
7 
8 
> 
- by — 


5 
# 
* 
0 at 4 
; * F ? 
* 6 8 
* 1 
— I 
% * 4 r 7 
= ; 4 * 
g * 
Fe 
* 
— | 1 


£ 


The Saint's xtremity, Go 
NG Opportunity. e 


eee eee 


* 


K 


ip 81 2 


ATT. VIII. 


8 it is the indiſpenſable uy 
of the reaſonable *Creature ti — 
acknowledge his Obligation to 3 A 
the divine Bounty for every + 3 
tllaſtance of Kindneſs and Mer- 
ey; ſo, moſt certainly, ſpe- | 
cial Deliverances, and more eminent Salya= » =} 
tions call for, and ſhould be remember d 1 
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with proportionable Gratitude and 8 


fulneſs. Accordingly we find wiſe Men a- 
mong the Heathen, and good Men in Scrip- 
ture, have ever raken particular Notice of 


the ſeveral Acts of God's Goodneſs towards 


them; and many of them have carefully 


ſerved Memorials of them, the better ro 
ingage them to celebrate his Praiſe, and ex- 
rol his Name, whilſt they have called upon, 


and deſired others to join with them in this 
moſt becoming and delightful Service: Thus 


it was the noble Language of a truly grate- 
fol Mind, in which Jacob be-ſpeaks his Fa- 
mily ; Let us ariſe, and go up to Bethel; and 
1 will make there an Altar unto Ged, who 


 anſwer'd me in the Day of my Diſtreſs, and 
waz with me in the Way which I went *, And 


it was by a divine Appointment, and in pur- 
ſuance of an Order from Heaven, that the 


Ifraelites were obliged to commemorate 


their Deliverance from the Egyptian Bon- 


lage in the ſolemn Feaſt of the Paſſover, 


once every Year. And * how did Moſes, © the 
Servant of the Lord, at the Head of the 
le, whom he had choſen, proclaim the 


Song of Praiſe, acknowledging the Mercy 


ERIE which they, had received in the Overthrow- 
ef Fharaob and his Hoſt in the Red Sea. 
> Bud « we are. Prell told the NINE" 1 hots 
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bu in en certain Stones in Gilgal, 
| was to tranſmit to Poſterity the Miracle of 
Ifael's paſſing dry through Jordan, and 
that all the People of the Earth might know 
the Hand of the Lord, that it was mighty *; 
And thus when a Victory was obtained over 
the Philiftines, Samuel the Prophet eres 
his Ebenezer, with this Motto, Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped 4. And the Time would 
fail us were we to recount the various In- 
ſtances of this Kind we have in the ſacred 
Oracles; yea, we mult tranſcribe the great- 
eſt Part of the Book of Pſalms, were we to 
ſhow you how much this was the choſen 
darling Imployment of holy David, whoſe 
Soul was peculiarly tuned for the high 
Praiſes of his God: But it 's obſervable, that 
he had ſome diſtinguiſhing: Mercies in View, 
when he ſays, comforting his Soul in a 


Time of Affliction; O my God, my Soul is 


caſt down within me: Therefore will I re. 
member thee from the Land of Jordan, and 
of the Hermonites, from the Hill Mizar *, 
Nor have we any one Duty more frequent- 
iy recommended or practiſed by the inſpired 
Writers of the New Teſtament than this 
of Praiſe, or giving” Thanks ro Sen 


Merciesreceived, , o D 0: 


| So that you ſee we ucbeyen . beſt of — 


Principles, and in — to the moſt 


1 


| c Joſh. i iv. BOY © 2 a L Sam. vii, 12. Wi e Pfal. «lik 6. 


Sail „ 5 : excels  - v4 


rs 
Cad - y — — 
* Ty ns Bop Dt 


— 


n — 22 3 3 IE 2 3 
PETS F NI SENT Pa: . 8 wp 8 * 4 
LETS 3 . A , 


— 
8 


= _ — 
=#———m;- == — 
FaLD = 2, Ei 1.95 oo 
* TO 5 aw, - "wy 4 DEFY 
= x = CO ERS 


Waves, and being 


J reproving them for their Unbelief, as 


276 The Saint's Eurem, . 
excellent and approved Examples; when, at 


the Deſire of a worthy and pious Gentle- 


man, we call you to the Work of this 
Day; which is ſolemnly to recognize a glo- 


rious Inſtance of che divine Benignity, a 


: Miracle, indeed, of Mercy vouchſafed to 
him, and others in Company with him, on 


this Day © two and twenty Years ago; 


Particulars of the memorable Story will be 


given in the Cloſe of che Diſcourſe, 


The Suitableneſs of the Words choſen, to 


th Occaſion will, appear from obſerving 


that the Caſes were almoſt Parallel, except- 
ing that the Circumſtances of our Friend 
ſeem to have been attended with greater 
Difficulty and Extremity. The Reaſon of 


the Diſciples applying to our Saviour, with 
the Concern expreſſed in the Text, you 


haye from the ſacred Hiſtorian, to this Pur- f 
: Our Lord entering into a Ship, to a- 


po 
void the Throng of the People who were 


preſſing after him from every Quarter; on 


a ſudden a Storm aroſe, and the Wind being 


boiſterous, the Ship was cover'd with the 

ready to ſink, the af- 
frighted, diſtreſſod Diſciples run to him, 
who was by this Time afleep, and haſtily 
awaking him, cry'd out, Lord, ſave us: 


Me periſb. Upon which our Lord gently 
if, 
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after all is Miracles which they had ſeen 
. wrought by him, there could be any Dan- 
ger whilſt he was in Company, in the Lan- 
guage of Deity, rebukes the Winds and the 
Sea, and there was a great Calm; ſo that 
the Men marvelling, ſaid one to another, 
What Manner of Man 1s this, that even the 
Winds and the Sea obey him ! Now as this 
was written for our Inſtruction, we may 
collect from it, that the Lord was the true 
Meſſiah, or the Prophet, who was to be 
ſent into the World to teach and ſave his 
People, which was inconteſtably evident 
by the mighty Works which were wrought 
by him, of which chis was one not a little 
Illuſtrious. 
As alſo that he had a Nature Ware to 


that in which he appeared to the Jes, and i 


was truly God as well as Man; inaſmuch 
as he held the Winds in * his fiſt, and could 
L pleaſure controul the moſt unruly Ele- 
ment; and at the ſame Time we may ob» 

ſerve how wiſe and kind a Part he acted 


by his Diſciples; ; wiſely in ſuffering them _ 


to be brought into ſuch Circumſtances as to 
ſtand in need of his Help, and in which they 
muſt be ſenſible of their "Inability to help 
themſelves, and at the fame Time, merei- 
fully, by laying hold on this Opportunity 
5 * let eel ſee how much he Was c 5 
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in their Wellfare, and how ready to. help = 


them in every Time of Need. And taking 


the Words in this h we may e in 


13 The 1 and  affrightive Proſpett 


8 the Diſciples had of immedi- 


ate Death, and inevitable Deſtruction, ; 


by ſave us : We periſh ! 
II. The Expedient which they made UG 
of, or the Refuge to which they be- 
- 19ck themſelves in this their Extremi- 
ty; and that was earneſt and impor- 


tunate Prayer to the Redeemer; Lord, 5 


* ſave us. And, 


III. The Succeſs which attended their 


en en to him, though they had 
diſhonoured him by = Unbelief: 
_ He aroſe and rebuked the Winds and the 
Sia, and there was a great Calm. EET 


4 Then, we have terrible Apprehenſions, | 


which the Diſciples were under of periſhing 
immediately; Lord, ſave us: We periſh. 
That Man is born to Trouble as the Sparks 


flyupwards, is a Maxim as abundantly verified ; 


an Experience, as clearly declar'd in Revela- 


tion. Sin has introduced a Train of innume- 5 


rable Evils which human Nature is incident to, 
in its preſzg State of Depravity and Imperfe- 
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however eee in other Reſpects, are 
not exempted from Trials, yea, frequently 
have a large Share of them, and ſometimes 
are reduced to the greateſt Extremity: This 
Was, doubtleſs, the Caſe of Lot, that righte- 
ous Man, when taken Priſoner, and carried 
away by his Enemies, from whom he had 
nothing to look for but cruel Uſage, and 
oppreſſive Bondage: And what Diſtreſs 
muſt the Patriarch Jacob be in, when Ti- 
dings 'reach'd him of his Brother E/az's 
coming out againſt him with an armed 
Force to avenge the Quarrel he had againſt 
him, on Account of the Loſs of his Birth= 
right, and the Bleſſing. Nor is it eaſy to 
conceive what Anxiety muſt ſeize the Mind 
of Foſeph, when thrown into a Pit, ſold to 
the Iſbmaelites, and impriſon'd in Egypt, 
the Thoughts of what he had loſt in a Ba- 
niſhment from his Father, whom he ſo 
much loy'd; and of what he had met with 
from the Hands of his unnatural Brethren, 
as well as the Hardſhips which he ſuffered 


unjuſtly for the Anſwer of a good Conſci- A 


ence towards God: Such Reflections muſt; 
no Doubt, be attended with a great Deal of 
Sorrow and Bitrerneſs. And though the 
Lord had ſhown how much he was concern- 
ed for his People 1#-ael, when, by a mighty 
Hand, and out- ſtretched Arm, he brought 
them out of Egypt; yet this hinder d not, 
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180 The Saint's Extremity, 


Strait, as to give up all for loſt, and to 


murmur and cry out againſt Mo ofes, by rea- 
ſon of their Enemies behind them, the Sea 
before them, and the Mountains which in- 
compaſſed them, rendering their Eſcape im- 


poſſible, unleſs a Miracle were wrought in 
their Favour. And thus holy Fob, after all 


the Account we have of him, that there 


was none hike him in the Earth, a perfect 
and an upright Man, one who feared God 
and eſchewed Evil ; this did not ' ſecure 
him from Affliction ; but we find him ſtrip- 
ped of all his Subſtance, bereft of his Chil- 


- dren, the Scorn of the People, and con- 


demned as an Hypocrite by his Friends, 


with a diſeaſed Body, a Burden to himſelf, 
and to all about him. And though Provi- 
daence did concern it ſelf wonderfully for 
David; yet how was he hunted like a Par- 


tridge on the Mountains, ill requited and 
perſecuted by Saul, for all the great Servi- 


ces which he had done: for him and the Peo- 


ple. And when the Amalakites burnt Zig. 


E lag, and took away his Wives, and the Wives 


of all who were with him, with all their 


Subſtance, it could not but be exceedingly 
grievous to 
under him talk of killing im; and how. 


1ear his own Men, who ſerved 


cutting was the Afflition which aroſe from 


dhe unnatural nes N 8 12 . Death f 
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of his Son Abſolom. And if to theſe you add 
the ſpiritual Trouble which took Place at 


Times, in the Minds of theſe excellent 
Saints, on account of their own Backſlidings, 


the Temptations of the Enemy, and the 


| Hidings of God's Face, it will then appear, 
that as they had their Fears and Fightings 
all the Way to Heaven; ſo, through much 
_ Tribulation, they got into the Injoyment of - 
it: So that the Diſciples i in the Text, were 
not alone in their Diſtreſs. Danger, Trou- 


ble and Affliction, is the common Lot of 


Saints, what they are all to expect; as our 


Lord ſays, In the World ye ſhall have Tribu- 


lation *, Bur that we may give you an In- 


8 - bs 


| ſtance or two which comes nearer to*the * 
Caſe of the Diſciples, hear how Jonah re- 
preſents the melancholy, and, to all Appear- 


ance, deſperate Circumſtance, into which 
he had brought himſelf by his Rebellion 
and- Diſobedience ; T cried, ſays he, by rea- 
fon of mine Alice Fen unto the Lord, and b 
| heard me; out of the, Belly of Hell cried I, 
and thou heardeft my Bier, For thou had. 
caſt me into the Den in the Midft of ibe 
| Seas, and the Floods compaſſed me about, 4¹⁴ 
thy ene and thy Waves paſſed over me, 


Then T ſaid, I am caſt out of thy Sight ; e. 


I will look again towards thy holy THEE 
af 2 be Waters compaſſed me about even ts 
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182 The Saint's Extremity, 
the Soul: The Depth cloſed me round about, 
the Weeds were wrapped about my Head, I 
went down to the Bottoms of the Mountains; 
the Earth with her Bars was about me for 
ever, when my Soul fainted within me, &c. 
The other Inſtance is that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, and the Company which were with 
him; an Account of whoſe Shipwrack we 
have in theſe Terms; That there aroſe a 
tempeſtuous Wind, called Euroclydon. And 
when the Ship was caught, and could not bear 
uß into the Wind, wwe let her, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, drive. And running under a certain 
and, which is called Clauda, we had much 
wor to come by the Boat: Which when they 
had Waken up, they uſed Helps, undergirding 
the Ship; and fearing left they ſhould fall into 
the Quickſands, ſtrate Sail, and ſo were dri- 
ven. And being exceedingly toſſed with a Tem- 
peſt, the next day they ligbtened the Ship 
And the third Day we caſt out with our own 
Hands the Tackling of the Ship, And when 
neither Sun nor Stars in man) Days appear- 
ed, and no ſmall Tempeſt lay on us, all Hope 
tbat we ſhould be ſaved, was then taken a- 
way”, And at length falling into a Place 
where two Seas met, the Ship run aground, 
and the Fore-part ſticking faſt remained im- 
movable; and the Hinder-part being broke 
with the Violence of the Waves, with much 


Adds xvii, 74 — 1 


and others on broken Plebes F the Ship, eſea- 


ped ſafe to Land. Nor can we have a more 


ſtriking or lively Deſcription of a Storm than 
what is given by the P/almi/t, who thus ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to his Fellow- creatures; Oh 
that Men would praiſe the Lord for his Good- 
neſs, and for his wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men ! They that go down to the Sea in 
Ships, that do Buſineſs in Tear Waters: Theſe 


ſee the Works of the Lord, and his Wonders 


in the Deep. For he commandeth, and raiſeth 
the flormy Wind, which lifteth up the Waves 
hereof. They mount up to the Heaven, they go 
down again to the Depths, their Soul is e 
becauſe of Trouble. They reel to and fru, and 
ftagger like a drunken Man, and are at their 
Wie End”, And if we take into the Dif- 
ciple's Caſe, a Suppoſition that they might 


be under the Gnawings of a guilty and ac- 


cuſing Conſcience, and might be affraid of 


Hell as well as Death, we need not wond ; 
that with ſuch Vehemence and I mportun * 


they cry out, Lord, fave us : *. e 1 
| Which leads „ 5 


II. To the Expedient which ap ab | 
Uſe of, or the Refuge to which they be- 
took themſelves in this Time of their Ex- 


tremity; and that was humble and earneſt 
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184 The Saint's Eutremity, 


Prayer is the reaſonable Service and inva- 


luable Privilege of a Child of God, a Duty 
Which he would be in the Performance of | 


at all Times, but eſpecially in the Day of 
Trouble; and when it is the Prayer of Faith, 
it ſuppoſes a Conviction of God's Right to 
worſhip, of his Capacity to hear, and judge 


of our Caſe, of his Power to help in eve- 


ry Time of Need, and of his Mercy, as 
a God reconciled in Chriſt, which inclines 
him to attend to the Voice of our Supplica- 

tion: Accordingly we may reaſonably con- 


clude, that the Diſciples had not applied to 


our Lord in their Danger, but as ſatisfied 
that he was equal to the Inſtance of Mercy 


which they wanted from him. The Mari- 


ners, with Jonab, cried every one to his 


God, and it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that 
they would have ſaid, Lord, ſave us: We 


periſh ; bur from a Belief that he could, if 
he pleaſed, command the Bleſſing, and ſe- 
cure the deſired Event: Nor in this did 


they act a weak or ſuperſtitious Part; for 


he that made all Things, and without whom 


wat not any Thing made which was made : 


He that upholds all Things, and by whom 


all Things conſiſt, can certainly ſay to the 


Winds, Be fill; and to the Waves of the 
Sea, Hitherto ſhall ye go, and no farther : 
| Nor have any of the Saints, at any Time, 


wat Aſſurances ſoever they have had of the 
Ravour of God, in ſecuring them a comfort- 


able 


| God's Opportunity. = 185 | 
able Paſſage through this World, and an 
happy Admittance into a better, allow'd 
_ themſelves in the Neglect of this Duty; 
but being ſenſible that he who does all for 
them freely, will yet be inquir'd of by them, 
they have by Prayer and Supplication, with 
| Thankſgiving, made known their Requeſts 
unto him. Thus how did Jacob, when 
affraid of his Brother, pour out his Soul to 
.. God; O God of my Father Abraham, and 
_ God of my Father Iſaac, the Lord which | 2 
ſaidſt unto me, Return. unto thy Country and is 
thy Kindred, you 1 will deal well with thee: 5 | 
am not worthy of the leaſt of all the Mercies, 
and of all the Truth, which thou haſt hhewed 5 
unto thy Servant; ; for with my Staff I paſſed 
over this Fordan, and now I am become two © 
Bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the 
Hand of my Brother, from the Hand of Eſau: 
For I fear him, left be will come and ſmite me 
and the Mather with the Children. And thou 
ſaidſt, I will ſurely do thee Good, and make # 
thy Seed as the Sand of the Sea, which cat, 
not be numbered for Multitude . And after-- 
_ wards, upon his ſending Benjamin into yp, 5 
how fervently does he expreſs himſelf; 
God Almighty give you Mercy before the Man, 
that he may ſend away your other Brother, 
and 2 FFI am bereaved, I am be- 
rec ved . And thus good Hezekiah, v0 


| © Gen, xxxij, 9—13. 6: Chap, xliii. 14. | 
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the Receipt - of Rab ſbateb's blaſphemous 
Letter, went up into the Houſe of the Lord, 
and ſpread it before the Lord, praying, O 
Lord God of Tirael, which duelle eft berween 
the Cherubims, thou art the God, even thou' 
alone, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth, thou 
haſt made Heaven and Earth. Lord, bow 
down thine Ear, and hear : Open, Lord, 
thine Eyes, and ſee : And hear the Words of 
Sennacherib, which hath ſent him to reproach 

the living God. Now therefore, O Lord our 

God, I befeech thee, ſave thou us out of bis 

Hand, that all the Kingdoms of the Earth 
may brow that thou art hi Lord God, even” 
- thou only a. And ſo when Zerah the Ethio- 

ian came up againſt 4/2, with an Hoſt of 


I |” a thouſand Thouſand, and three hundred 


| Chariots, after Aſa had ſer the Battle in 
Array, he eried unto the Lord his God, and 
. "ſaid, Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, he- 
tber with many, or with them that have no 
Power: Help us, O Lord our God; for we 
reſt on thee, and in thy Name we go againſt 
this Multitude-: O Lord, thou art our God, . 
let not Man prevail againſt —— 
And ſo when the Children of Moab m 
een came up againſt Fehoſhaphat to 
Battle, we are told, he feared, and ſet bim- 
elf to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a Faſt. 
* througlut all Judab; and ſtanding pra N 


I . 2 King xix, 14, 157 16, 19. 9 Chron, xiv, 11, wha i 
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God's e - 87 
: ly i in the Midſt of the Congregation, in the 
Houſe of the Lord, he pray d, O Lord God 
Four Fatbers, art thou not God in Heaven? 
ruleſt thou not over all the Kingdoms of the 
Heathen? and in thy Hands is there not 
| Power and Might, ſo that none is able to 


 evithfland thee? Behold, the Children of Am- 


mon, and Moab, are come to caſt us out of 
that Poſſeſſion, whi ch thou haſt given us to in- 
herit : But, O Lord, wilt thou not judge 
them ? for we have no Might againſt this 
great Company that cometh againſt us, neither 
know we what to do; but our Eyes are up 

unto thee f, And thus we find Daniel in a 

Caſe of Difficulty and Importancey calling 
in his three Friends, Hananiab, Miſhael, 
and Azariah, intreating of them, that they 
would defire Mercy of the God of Heaven, 
concerning the Secret of the King's Dream, 
that he and his Fellows might not periſh, 


with the reſt of the wiſe Men of Babylon *. 


And thus, how importunate was the poor 
Woman of Canaan? crying out, Have Mer- 

cy upon me, O Lord, thou Son of David ; 
my Daughter i 10 grievouſly vexed with a De- 


vil: And how fervently did ſhe cry our, 


Lord help me] And when ſhe is told, that 
Children's Bread is not to be caſt to Dogs, . 
how affectionately does ſhe plead, even for 


Crumbs which fall from the Table ? And 


2 Chron, xx. 1, 376, 105 12. Dan. ii. 17, 18. 
2 Matt. xv. 22. | 


our 


„ 
=: 188 Th Saint 8 as, . 
dur Lord himſelf, in his Agony, fell on his 
Face, and pray'd, faying, O Father, if it be 
poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me. And 
the Apoſtles, when threaten'd by cheir Ene- 
mies, lift up their Cries unto Heaven, that 
God would grant unto them, his Servants, 
that with all Boldneſs they might ſpeak bis 
| Word”. And in a particular Caſe, the great 
Apoſtle tells us, he be/ought the Lord thrice. 
So that this has evidently been the Practice 
of the Saints in all Ages, in the Day of their | 2 
Trouble, they have run to God as their Re Ff © 
fuge; and the Language of God, in ſucha. | 
Seaſon, is, Call upon me ; Seek my Face: In 
Conformity to which Direction, the Saints 
are a Generation of Seekers, who ſeek the 


Face of the God of Tabel, hien gt | 
us, 


III. To 8 the Succeſs they met 
with: Er aroſe, rebuked the Winds and the 
Sea, and there was a great Calm, 

.And if you look over the Inſtances before 

cited, where the Righteous have lift up 
= their Cries to God, you will find, that in 
each of them he was a God, hearing and an- 
ſwering Prayer. How was the Heart of 
Eau turned to his Brother Jacob? and all 
thoſe Things, which the good old Patriarch 1 
ash to make againſt him, how wonder... ff. 5 


* Matt. xxvi. 39. dai. „ | \ 1 


ul.” 
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Gods Oi, 185 
fully were they over- ruled, and admirably 
conducted to the Welfare of himſelf and 
Family? Hezekiah prays, and the Angel of 
the Lord ſmites no leſs than an hundred 
four Score and five Thouſand of the Afy= 


rians; and Sennacherib their King, is ſlain 
by the Hands of his own Sons; and that 
huge Hoſt of the Ethiopians, upon A/a's 
Prayer, fled, and could not recover them- 
ſelves; for they were deſtroy'd before the 
Lord, and before his Hoſt. And Fehoſha- 
phat, having pour'd out his Soul before 
God, finds his Enemies ſlain to his Hands; 
has nothing to do but to bleſs God, and to 
divide the Spoil. Daniel, and his Compa- 
nions, pray'd in the Evening; and in the 
Night Viſion the Secret is reveal'd. And 
after all the ſeeming Repulſes of the poor 
Woman of Canaan, ſhe is ſent away fully 
ſatisfied, with a high Encomium, O Vo. 
man] great is thy Faith; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And the Apoſtle tells us, 
that when our Lord, in the Days of his 


Fleſh, offered up Prayers and Supplications, , _ 


with flrong Crying and Tears unto him, that 
was able to ſave him from Death, be was 
heard, in that he fear du. And when the 
Apoſtles pray'd, - the Place was ſhaken, and 

they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and, 
according to their Requeſt, were inabled to 
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190 The: Saint's Extrennty, 
ſpeak the Word of God with great Boldneſs. 
Paul beſought the Lord thrice, and has for 
Anſwer, My Grace is ſufficient for thee. And 
innumerable are the Inſtances of 'the ſame 
Kind, which might be produced from Scrip- 
ture, and the Experience of the Saints. God 
has approved himſelf faithful to his Promi- 
ſes, by which they have been incouraged in 
their Addreſſes to him; only let it be re- 
member d, 


1. That God i is not t obliged to 8 his 1 


i People, from any other Conſideration than 
that of his own Mercy and loving Kind- 
neſs; they have no conſtraining Power over 
him, nor any Claim or Demand of Me- 
rit upon him; was he to enter into Judg- 
ment with them, and deal with them ac- 
cording to their Iniquities, he might juſtly 
mut out their Prayers, and refuſe all Help : 

or Relief in the Day of their Trouble; 
whenever he vouchſafes it, it is as the Lord 
God, gracious and merciful; for the beſt 
have deſerved, on the Account of their 
Tranſgreſſions, to be left to all the Miſe- 

ries of this World, and ies Deſtru- 

Aion; in the otler. 
2. Though God has promiſed his People 


com plete Salvation, from all Diſtreſs in the 


End, yet he has reſerved in his own Hands 
the Time when, and the Manner in which 
he will ſecure the Blefling to them ; nor 


will he be directed, or . to by 
2 | nl them, 


od's Opportunity: 91 
them, bot i in — own appointed Time and 
Way, commands Deliverance for them; he 
has promiſed, indeed, when they paſs 
through the Water, he will be with them, 
and through the Rivers, they ſhall not over- 
flow them; when they walk through the 
Fire, they ſhall not be burned; nor will he 
ever totally leave or forſake them, his ever- 
laſting Arms will be underneath them for 
their Support; and when it is moſt for his 
| Glory, and their Good, when the Mercy 
will be moſt prized and valued by them, 
| will he make ith his Arm in their Favour ; 
ſo that if God ſhould not preſently ſeem to 


anſwer our Requeſts in the Time of our 


Diſtreſs, we are not either to impeach his 
Faithfulneſs, or charge him with Unkind- 
neſs, perhaps we are not as yet ſufficiently 
8 for the Mercy, or our Faith and 
Patience are to have farther Exerciſe and 
Improvement; however, we may reſt aſſu 
red, that it ſhall not be delay'd one Mo- 
ment longer than infinite Wiſdom ſees it to 
be neceſſary; and, perhaps, the Bleſſing 
would not be ſo abundantiy welcome, if 
God were not ſometimes to ſuffer us to be 
reduced to a very low Ebb, and almoſt 1 to 
the laſt me 11 11 "6 


APPL I- 


: WY "The Sint Buren, 


EIN ArPLICATION. hs 


* / 


8 From the Emchin tdb of ca Diſci- 
ples, in the Text, we learn, that we ſhould 


never ſay, either as to Spirituals, or Tem- 


porals, whilſt out of Hell, that our Caſe is 


wholly deſperate, and will admit of no Re- 


lief. What though our Sins have been more 


numerous than the Sands, and attended with 
the moſt heinous Aggravations, the Re- 


flection may juſtly cover us with Confu- 


ion, and fill us with Shame and Sorrow : 
But to deſpair, and ſay they are greater 


than can be forgiven, is to wrong the Mer- 
cy of the Father's Heart, to deny the infi- 


nite Merit of the Son's Blood; nor is there 


any Corruption ſo deeply rooted in our 


Hearts, but it is eaſy with Omnipotence 
to deſtroy it: Is any Thing too hard for 
+ God? So that David might well ſay to his 


Soul, Why art thou caft down? Why art 


. hoi diſquieted within me? Hope thou in 
Sed. For he gives Power to the Faint, and 
to them who have no Might he increaſes 


Strength. It is the Glory of the Redeemer, 
that he ſaves to the utmoſt, all who come 


to him: I& 1s the Promi of his Grace; 


he who comes to him, he will in no wiſe 


caſt out; and it is as much his Delight as ir 
is his Honour, to give Reſt to every weary 
apo «wig ings d Soul ; F the Queſtion is not ſo 


much | 


| God's F 193 
much, Whether Chriſt can or will ſave ? as, 


Whether we are made truly willing to come 


unto him, that we may be ſaved? for in 
the ſhedding of his Blood, he gave us the 
Fulleſt Proof of his F riendſhip to Sinners; 


for if whilſt they were Enemies againſt him, 
Chriſt died for them, how much more, be- 


| ing reconciled, may they hope for Salva- 


tion by him, who ever lives to make Inter- 


ceſſion for them? The ſame may be ſaid 
with reſpect to the moſt difficult Situation 

in Life, where Circumſtances are the moſt 
perplexed and intangled: God can find 
out a Way though we ſee none; and i 1n che 
_ darkeſt nfs of Adverſity, can eaſily cauſe 


the N of Te to break out up- 


on „„ 
2. Would we fain get rid 12 our Burden, 
and are- we ſolicitous after Eaſe and Satiſ- 
N let us ſpread our Caſe before the 
Lord, and caſt our Care upon. him : This 
you ſee has been the Practice of the Saine 
in all Ages; and they have ever found their 
Account in it ; and we find ſomething of 


chis in common Caſes : It gives ſome Eaſe 
to the oppreſſed Mind, though we only im- 


part. the Caſe to a faichful Friend. And 


David found, to his Coſt, chat when he 


kept Silence, his Bones waxed old; Day 
5 Night God's Hand was heavy upon 


My any Ring Moiſture was turned into the 
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"Orov ght of Summer: But when! he was 
Ar to acknowledge his Sin, and ſaid, 
J will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions "unto the 
,ord, be had an immediate Senſe, of par- 
| doning Mercy given in; for he adds, and 
1 Jorgaveſt the Iniguity of my Sin; and 
upon this he founds his Direction to every 
one that is godly, to pray unto God in a 
Time when he may be found, fince he „ 
their hiding Place, who will preſerve them 
from Trouble, and compaſs them about with 
Songs of Deliverance. And this is the 
Apoflle's Advice, That we ſhould be careful 3 
that is, over anxious about nothing; but ) 


mate known our Requeſts unto God. 
3. As every Mercy calls for Praiſe, ſo eſpe- 
cially where God hath appeared in a Time 
2». imminent Dang er and great Diſtreſs, he 
2 expects to e trot us in ag of Thankſ- 
giving: Thus ſays Davide, Twill bleſs tbe 
Lord at all Thos: ; bis Praiſe ſhall continu- 
ally be in my Mouth. My Soul ſhall make 
Her Boaſt in the Lord: And he invites o- 
thers, to join with him in the Work. 0 


EE magnify tbe Lord with me, and let us eK. 


alt bis Name together : For T. ought the 
| Lord, and be heard me, and delroered ne 
ur wet all 8 2 27 roubles, And et of 
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Prayer and Supplication, with T1 bankſgiving, 


#1 


5 bimſelf, Þs 3 3, Tres Fas Ia cried, an 
l Lord heard. him, and faved_ him. out 8 
all his Troubles. And elſewhere he fays, 
Bleſſed he the Lord; for be hath ſhewed, mb 
bis marvellous. ' Joving Kindneſs in a ſtrong. 
City. For 1 ſaid. in my Haſte, I am cut off 
from before thine Eyes: Nevertheleſs thou 
_ heardt the Voice of my Supplication, when 
— —_ unto thee *, And our Lord men- 
tions i to the Diſhonour of the Lepers, 
whom he had healed, that there was but 
one found who returned to give Glory to 
God, and he was a Stranger“. Nothing can 
be more ungrateful on our Part, and more ü 
highly provoking in the Sight of the Lord, M 
than ſlightly to paſs over, or difingenuouſly _— 
to forget remarkable Salvations; nor ſhould 
we content our ſelves with rendering to him 
the Praiſe of our Lips, and, like 1/rael of 
old, ſoon forget his Works; ; but make it 
our conſtant Requeſt, that as he is loading 
us with his Benefits, and following us with _ 
his. Goodneſs, bleſſing us continually with 
one Deliverance after another, we may ob 
tain Grace to render him the Affection of 
our Hearts, and the Obedience of our Lives, 
as the leaſt Return we can make him for 
ſuch manifold and inlarged Obligations. 
And 1 _— Far give you fouls ſhore 


b Pal, xxxi. 27, 1 EY © Luke xvii. 16, 17. 


vel „ Hints 
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 _ | Hints of t lat almoſt marvellous Preſerra- EE 
tin, Which the Gentleman, at whoſe De- by 
1 | fire. we are met together this L Ys. was fas 
'B voured withal, to ingage you to join with 
him (though at a conſiderable Diftance) in 
giving Honour to him, who ſo well de- 
erves the Name of a Saviour and a great 5 
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This poor Man cried, and the Lord bear 
im; and ſaved him out of a, 
bes. Pſa}m-xxxive GG6fn 
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4 of - by N * Cale, an 
hundred and twenty Tons, 
” and fourteen Men, failed Sep- 
EMEA tember 25, 1710. for New. 
— England; but meeting with 
contrary Winds, and bad Weather, diſcern- 
ed not the Land, then covered with Snom 
till the 11 of December ; and then ſoon 
loſt Sight of it again by a Fog and hazy 


2 . 
g A 4 4 


4 
* 


* 


* 
4+ % * 


* 


y A $4 - + "> 4 T 
"1 TY 4 x = : * p we 
r - — 1 


3 3s 1 


* 
A = 7 o 
: * 4 an 
* ** 
5 1 
* o » 
* 
* 
75 
- 
* 12 
4 6 
Saga 
8 A 
. Ap> 
- 
. 


1 = "Yn „ Abd, 
WE. AFcarher.. About e eight or nine of the 1 
mat Night the Ship ſtruck, with great Vioo > 
Tence, againſt a Rock, called Boon. I Hang | 
upon which, having cut away their Shroudg;; Br 
and the Maſts being broke by the Violence 
F of the Sea, thoſe who could ſwim, having. . 
committed themſelves to the Mercy of God 
in a ſhort Prayer, flung themſelves into the | 
raging Element, and with great Difficul- 
ty got up the Rock, being ſorely bruiſed 
11 che Waves daſhing them againſt it; and 
YH particularly, this was the Caſe of the Cap- 
ain, who very narrowly eſcaped drown- 
g- being obliged to catch hold of the 
Noch with ſuch impetuous Force, as tore 
off the Fleſh and Nails from his Fingers: 
However, it pleaſed God, that though the 
BY was exceeding dark, and the Storm 
violent; there was not one Life loſt. But . 
being got together about ten that Night, 
with joyful Hearts they returned their 
BY 1 Thanks to God for their marvellous Deli- 
* 36 verance: Upon which, in vain they look d 
{ 


for: Shelter from the Extremity of the Cold. 3H 
Snow, and Rain; for the Rock was a mere 
Rock, without a Shovel-full of Earth, or a 
ſingle Shrub growing upon it; not 1 SD 

2 3 hundred Yards in Length, and in 

$ Hreadth, fifty, at high Water; and ſo very 
oraggy; that they could not walk on it 70 „ 
ee e warm. % ͤ;õ M00 
W 5 | Ne 1 
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t Day the Tepe went to * E 
Abele the Wreck was, hoping to find ſome 
Provifion; but met with nothing eatable 
but a few: Pieces of Cheeſe, which, in the 
Whole, might amount to about two whole 
Eheeſes. After many Attempts to get 


Fire, for eight or ten Days t together, they 4 
found it impracticable; the few Materials 5 


= had being ſo much wetted "byes the 
WWW 01 
The cba Nig he; hip "Of one pos 
another, under deine Carivas, if | ro ; 
| keep each other Warm 5. E | 

The third Day proved. a hi Froſt # ©: 
when the Maſter began to be ſenſible where 
they were; and gave the Men all the In- =_ 
couragment that he could, though he hade i 
very little Hope in himſelf; it being a Se- 
Ton” of the Vear when very few wan © 
ny, came that way. l 
The fourth Day the Cook of c Ship, 1 
not much uſed to the Hardſhips of the Ses, WM 
made great Complaints, and, about No., WK 
died; and they placed hi us Corps near lo-, 
W ater- Mark : 3 and the next e ide | 
carried i ie m e 
The Maſter's Work, all dr while, was k 
to dreſs the Wounds of ſuch who had Hurt Wd 
from the Rock, or who had 8 e HT 
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builds Boat bor of che Timber and Plank, 
collected from che Wreck; and after great 
Pain, and much Difficulty, they finiſhed a 
mall one, which they had no ſooner | 
launched, but it was daſhed to Pieces 3 


\ .. the ſwelling af che Sea. Wich the Boat 


is Abſtag af +. 


The 6ri Enterprize of a was the 
erecting: of a Tent, which they ny 


| coke chey, could, . Sails and 


Vas, twat; 1 ** 918901 + * 7 4 


The. next. N ork - Wat, 8 0 


they loſt their Ax and Hammer, and 


very narrowly ee drowning them- 
aſhes 18513 8 | 
e By this'Time their ine Stock af 8 ” 
24s conſumed; and nothing left to ſupport = 
them, but a little Rock- Weed, and a. few 

Mlaſoles, of which they had, hut three a 

| - Day for each Man, r e fo > VREY - 


ſcarce. 7 8 


Aieir next Work was. ro build a ſmall | 
Rats upon which. two Men venturing, | 
Voce preſenily:caſt away, and one of them 
> Gund. abeut two Days after, with a Pads - 
dle in his Hand, about a Mile diſtant from 


tze Raft, which was drove aſhore. 


PE x\ Sr 


hbeir Neceflity, wich reſpeck no Water; 
wa pretty well ſupplied with Rain, and 
| melted Sagw; and in froſty Weather, with 
lee, which was freſh, though congealed by 
1 "0 Water. But * was ſo 3 


* 5 
* 
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12 7 aid all Provifion now Nele Tow. | 
ards the latter End of December, the Car- 
ntet dying, a young Gentleman, though 


gellescely educated, was the firſt that pro- 


poſed converting the human Carcaſs into 


the Matter of their Nouriſhment, with 
which, after great Debates, and much Re 
lüctance, they all, at length, complied 3 
and continued eating this dreadful Provi- 


ſion till the ſecond of January; when the 


Maſter, to his great Joy and Sut prize, ſuw 


a Shallop ſtanding directly towards the Reck; 
under a briſk Gale of Wind: About Noon 
one of the Men came on Shore from the 


| Shallop, and brought ſome Fire with him, 


but no Proviſion; and the Weather being 
exceeding bad, the Shallop was ow 


weigh Anchor, and leave them that Night, 
wich a Promiſe of coming the next BRG 


better provided to carry them off. To 


may eaſily imagine they ſpent that Night, ED 1 
and the next Day (when no Shallop return- 85 -—— 
ed) berween Hope and Deſpair; thoughh 2 
ſome what more comforted, as having N 8 LE 2 
ee 0 1 


In the Midſt of this Exttetoieyſ! 401 ä 


| when” all their Proviſion was fo far ſpen 
as to be allotted for the next Meal, on the 


fourth of January, in the Morning, whilſt. : 


ar Prayer, they were ſurprized with the 8 
| 225 * a Muſket; and * out, a — 


% An Abfract 


a Veſſel come to take them in, by which, 


that Day, they were carried up the River, 


and comfortably provided for by the Gene- 


roſity and cen of ſome worthy % 


Gentlemen. 


Upon which, in ſome Time, upon tar 
king proper Phyſick, and limited Diet, | 
they all recovered ; though every one ex- 


cept the Maſter, by the Extremity of the 


Cold, loſt the Uſe of Fingers or Toes; and 


particularly rhe Aer 8 Hoy loſt the Uſe 


of his F cet, 


This was os great Salvation which this 


pious Gentleman defires ſhould be com- 
memorated ; and as is was altogether the 
Doing of the Lord, and at that Time ex- 
ceedingly marvellous i in their Eyes, ſo he is 


concerned that the Mercy ſhould not be 


forgotten ; but from Year to Year, be ac- 
knowledged with ſuitable Gratitude and 


| Praiſe. Let us then join with him, who, 
J doubt not, is imploy'd this Day in the 


ſame Service, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, 
and Glory, and Praiſe, be to thee, O Lord, 
the great Creator and Preſerver of Men; 
who was pleaſed to have Pity on thy Ser- 
yant in his low Eſtate; and when many 


gorrows compaſſed him about, and Death, 


in every Shape, preſented it ſelf in the 


* x 


Fins of his Extremity, thou haſt made 


5 © what Zloty Spich! is thy Due; who heareſt 
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bete thine aum f for his Salvation. We laud 
Name, and give thee 


the Cries of the Humble, and ſaveſt him our 
of all his Troubles. To thee be 9 for 
: ever * ever. Amen, 
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JAGE $0. Ia 10. read, furnifed to be the Bi e 

is to be the Author. P. 81. laſt Line, for the r. their. 
P. . 1. 19. for do r. to, P. 122. 1, 28, for Ears r. Bar, 
P. 133. 1. 28. for ware r. were. P. 135. I. 18. for Saints 


r. Saint. P. 156. . for upon r. 1 F. 196. I, 1. for 
| Migrvelows r. miraculous. | 
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3 HE OBE occafion'd TX the Death of Mr. El. 
7 =! | ward Chamberlain, late Maſter of the Cha- 


2 "T3 * 


EE 7, rity-School in Shakeſpear's Walk. Preach- 
ee to the Society who * it, March y, 255 


„ God's Com paſſion to an ungrateful Plop e, con- 
ide 'd in a F ; the Subſtahce of w ich was 
preached at the late Reverend Dr. Ridgleys Meeting - 

Rer. near Thames. treet, April 6, 1732. 


_ - 4d The Daty of the People to their Paſtor ; repre- 
eented in a Diſcourſe preach d at the Ordination of 
ö the Reverend George Braithwaite, M. A. March 28, 

17 37 at the Moonee 15 -Houſe near Devonſuire-S1uare. 
Theſe Three by Mr. Wilſon. 
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ab Submilfion to the Rig bteoulnels of God : Or, 
the Neceſſity of truſting to a er Righteoufneſs than 
e N Opened: and defended in a plain practical 
Hiſcdburſe upon Romans x. 3. By H. Fenks, late Re- 
Sor of Harley in HHrogſbire, and Chaplain to the | 
_ * Right Honourable. the Earl of W 


1 857 Eleven Sermons preach'd upon ſpecial Occafi oY 
= - wth e late Reverend Mr. John Piggott, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. Being all that were printed in his Life- 
Time. Together with Mr. Pilkinton's Recantation 
of the Errors of the Romiſa Church, as it. was pub- 
liſhed by Mr: Piggott. To Which is added, Mr. 
5 Piggottr's Funeral Sermon, preach'd by the late Re- 
verend Mr. Zoſeph Stenner. Containing ſome Account 
* this = Ip 29d * | 5 


